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Deadline for New Orleans is Getting Close
Gentlemen and Ladies of TAC Tankers, my mailbox has not
been as busy as the Hotel registration desk since sending out
our last newsletter with the Reunion information. So far we have
36 rooms taken of the 40 in our block (but we can add more if
needed).
At this end only 20 forms have arrived with checks, so I know
many are planning on attending, but are procrastinating. Our cut
off is April 21, and the numbers for our tickets need to be totaled
by that date too. SOOOOO, please get your forms and checks
in ASAP. My mailbox is so lonely……………..
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At last, getting to put the final touches on the Agenda for NOLA
(New Orleans LouisianA). Now, YOU know what the term
means! Lucky to have the hotel squared away for the last issue
and hopefully you have reservations, but if not, ‘geterdun”.
I looked at several transportation companies only to find
most want 5 hr. minimums. I chose New Orleans Tours to get
our cruise, Hop On tickets, and Oak Alley Plantation tour. I did
find a shuttle company, though, that gives a 3 hour minimum for
our evening trips to
dinner.
In regards to special attractions, we HAVE to
have a City Tour and
the Hop-on Hop-off
bus gives us that and

One special note: I met with Jake Jacobson this week and learned
that he is stepping down from being our one and only Quartermaster
(from the Get Go). We met in Tampa in 2001 at the 2nd Reunion-he
was selling 427th hats and I was peddling raffle tickets for a KB-50 model. He has worked for us at every reunion in the Hospitality Room doing
the “Store” and sometimes helping with the shopping. Jake is 85 now
and the body is telling him its time to slowdown. So, a big THANKS to
Jake, we love you and hope to see you when you can join us.
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Views From Vic-

The President’s Corner

Hello again everyone. I hope this newsletter finds all of you in good health or as close as we
get to it these days. I'm in the “Slim Fast” mode and it seems to be working so far.
I’ve been in touch with the Dover museum. It seems they’re still working on rebuilding their
coffers for the shipping of 389 from MacDill. I haven't met the new director, Johnny Taylor, yet but
I’m planning an east coast trip in the March - April time frame so we can shake hands. I also like
visiting their wonderful museum and playing the Dover golf course. My son and his wife live nearby
in N.J. so I can also enjoy the Cape May ferry ride.
I’m really looking forward to the reunion in New Orleans. It’s not far off now. Although I visited there a lot in the three years my daughter worked there, I don’t believe the WWII museum was
open then, so there’s something new that I’m really looking forward to seeing. There is also a ton of
great food I’ve been longing for, not to mention the drive thru martini place. Don’t pass up the delicious beignets. They are sold at the
airport in case your carrier didn't
give you a meal.
Don’t forget that our Travis
AFB group meets every 2nd Friday
at the Home Town Buffet in Fairfield
CA. If you’re around, stop by at high
noon for lunch.
As always, adios for now, Vic

Board Chairman’s Corner

by Bill Wolford

Dear Fellow Tankers,
Three days ago it was 60 degrees up here in Vermont and today it's 7 and very
windy. The wind chill factor is probably about -15, so winter came back with a vengeance. We've been very busy since we had to put Shirley's Mom in the same nursing home as
her son early in January. Getting her settled has been quite a problem. We think we're on the
up side of it now.
We pick her and Shirley's brother up every Friday and take them to lunch. We also
pick them up on Sunday for church and lunch. This is quite a time and energy consuming
project since they both need walkers and steps to get into the car and since Shirley and I are
in our eighties this is not an easy task, but God is good. Both of us seem to be in good health
and looking forward to seeing you all in New Orleans.
I have completed one of the three tax returns that I need to file. Also I've finally completed the application for Philip, Shirley's brother, to have 'Medicaid'. It only took eight
months to get the paperwork completed. In two months I will have to
start the paperwork for Shirley's Mother. Getting old is not for sissies.
Sorry to be rather negative, but just wanted you all to keep us in
your prayers. Maybe the warm weather in New Orleans will be just what
the doctor ordered for a good thawing.
I know Natalie has a great program set up for us. We always enjoy
being able to see each of you.
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Areas O New Orleans Seen During Hop-On Hop-Off
Jackson Square-French Quarter
French Market
Esplanade
Treme-St. Augustine Church

Basin St. Station-Visitors Info. St.
Louis Cemetery

Canal Street-trolleys
Riverfront at Harrah’s Casino—
Creole Queen, Outlet Shops
Central Business District-Lafayette
Square

Louisiana Superdome
WWII Museum-art and
Confederate museums
Mag-

azine Street-Restaurants
Garden District -Walking tours,
Restaurants and shops
St. Charles Avenue-Streetcar
rides.
Mardi Gras World
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column
I hope you will pardon my venting, but
the job of handling membership just keeps getting more difficult. For all of us who joined as
Life Members years ago, the upside is that we
don’t need to be reminded that we need to mail
in renewals every two years.
I sent notices out last December, followed up with an e-mail and later a phone call
to those members who were asked if they
wanted to renew. Four dropped out because of
health issues, and five others either didn’t send
a check or didn’t respond. Therefore, we have
no alternative but to drop them from our rolls.
The loss of members who have passed
away, plus the one’s we lose or have lost
through non-renewal, slowly reduce our membership and give us a reason to wonder how
much more time we have as a Reunion Association.
As I
have stated in previous Tanker Tales issues, we
(meaning me) need to be updated with your
current contact information. That means address, change of phone numbers and if you
have a new e-mail. It is extremely difficult to
keep members informed if we have no way of
contacting them.
Because we

by Lou Chapman

discontinued having an outside company print
and mail the newsletter, as soon as I receive
the final proof from Natalie, I get it posted to
our TAC Tanker website, e-mail it to those
who have computers and then have to print
and mail copies to those who don’t. Because
of the cost issue, and the slow depletion of our
funds, these measures had to be taken.
Now
on to reunion business. In the December issue,
I included information for those who will be
flying to New Orleans and will require transportation from the airport to the hotel and
back. The choices are, car rentals, taxis, or the
shuttles that serve all the major hotels. The official airport ground service, Airport Shuttle
(www.airportshuttleneworleans.com) can be
reached through their website, or by calling
direct to (504) 522-3500 or toll free at (866)
596-2699. The price per person is $44 round
trip and reservations need to be made in advance. Anyone having questions can contact
me.
I look for to seeing all of you who will
be attending.

Chaplain’s Chat

by Ellen Dodd

Here in Illinois the robins and the red-winged blackbirds have arrived and have been dusted
with a bit of snow. Ah-h-h, Spring can’t be far away.
This time when the earth is in a glorious state of rejuvenation is also a time for us to renew.
For many across the world, the season of Lent has begun. A time for spiritual renewal and drawing
even closer to our Creator is upon us.
What a wonderful time to thin out those things we don’t need. Things like
worries, complaints, anger, sadness, and grudges. Replace them with kindness, gratitude, patience, compassion, and hope.
Take some time to look at the world with a new appreciation for all that
surrounds us. Take time to reflect on the past. All that we have done and everyone we have met makes us who we are today.
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Obits of Members
Harvey “Buddy” Jenkins, 82, of Tampa, Florida, born on January 26, 1934 in Nichols, entered into eternal rest on January 10, 2017. He was a veteran of the United States Marine Corps and
a retired Master Sergeant with the United States Air Force, where he served in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Mary E. Jenkins. Harvey was assigned to the
431st and was a Life Member.

Clyde J. Mathe, Sr.,

(MSgt. Ret.),91, of Warner Robins, Georgia, was born on August 5,
1925, in Hammond, Indiana. At 19 years of age, he enlisted in the United States Army Air Forces.
While with the 8th Air Force, he flew an incredible 34 missions in his B-17, the Flying Fish, participating in the heavy bombing formations over occupied Europe, destroying German aircraft plants, factories, and supplies. Clyde was a proud member of the Sea Squatters Club, having survived a ditching of
his plane in the Atlantic, without even getting wet. His years in the Service included stations across the
United States as well as in Guam, Japan, and England. He flew in the B-17, KB-29, KB-50, KB-50J,
WB-50, and C-141 and maintained the P-51 and C-124. Clyde served in three conflicts: World War II,
the Korean and Vietnam Wars. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Elizabeth and is survived by
his second wife Nettie Shearer. He was with the 420th and was a Life Member.

Raphael R. “Ray” Donoghue,

86, passed away peacefully
Jan. 30, 2017. He was born April 5, 1930 in Corry, Pennsylvania. The
last surviving of 11 children. He joined the Army Air Force in 1947 and
served 26 years, retiring as a Master Sergeant and Flight Engineer in the
USAF. He finished his career at Mare Island Naval Shipyard retiring
with a total of 43 years of DOD service. He was preceded in death by his
wife, Moyo. There was a Travis AFB Military Honor Guard graveside
service at at St. Alphonsus Cemetery in Fairfield, California.

Hollis A. Moore Jr., age 83, of Hayward, WI passed away on Sunday, September 18, 2016 at
Sunset Senior Home in Hayward, WI. He was born in Hayward, WI July 12, 1933 and graduated
from Hayward High School in 1951. He started attending the University of Wisconsin, Superior and
then joined the U.S. Air Force. He served during the Korean and Vietnam War periods and was stationed in Korea, Japan and Vietnam. Military honors were held for Hollis at the veteran’s section of
Greenwood Cemetery in Hayward, WI. Hollis is survived by his partner of 16 years, Cheryl Haupt.
He was with the 421st and was a Life Member.

Lt. Col. Robert Ralph Knauss, U.S.A.F.(Ret.), 84, passed away Wednesday,
November 30, 2016. Born July 24, 1932, in Allentown, PA, He was a member of the last class of
Cadets before the Air Force Academy formed. He was an alumnus of Muhlenberg College and Embry Riddle School of Aviation. Bob flew over 11, 000 hours and was a Master Navigator. He flew as
a SAC B-36 Engineer in the 31st Bomb Squadron., was a KB-50J Navigator with the 420th Air Refueling Squadron, a C130 Navigator (MATS) for the 41st Troop Carrier, and for the 374th Tactical
Wing. A memorial service, with full military honors was held Wednesday, December 7, 2016, in
Fort Jackson National Cemetery. He is survived by his loving wife Mary Jane Knauss, two daughters, and was a Life Member of TAC Tankers.
Yaeko Veino, 83, passed away Sunday, December 4, 2016 at the Northbay Vaca-Valley Hospital in
Vacaville CA surrounded by family. She was born March 9,1933 in Kobe Japan to Heiji and Toku
Yamada. She attended many TAC Tankers reunions with her husband, enjoyed bowling with friends,
traveling, and spending time with her grandson. She is survived by her husband of 52 years, Clarence
Veino (M/Sgt Ret. 421st) of Suisun City; sons Thomas of San Jose; Richard and his wife Heidi of Seattle.

Maria "Mary" Alegria, beloved wife of Manuel "Manny" Alegria (M/Sgt. Ret, 420th) for 61 years, passed away
at home on January 25th 2017 due to complications from cancer which she bravely fought for two years. She was surrounded by her family when the end came. In addition to Manny, she leaves behind 6 children, plus numerous grand and
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Historian’s Corner

by John Bessette

USAF Evaluation of the Probe-and-Drogue In the Atlantic by a jet aircraft, covering some
2900nm in 10 hours two minutes. A year later he
-Flight Refueling System, Part Two
was awarded the Harmon International Aviation
This continues the tale about the probe-andTrophy by President Truman.
drogue system I had started in the previous
Flight testing of drogue configurations continued
Tanker Tales edition. That portion ended with
the creation of Project Layette, in late 1948. This through 1950. Before the actual installation of
refueling equipment, an F-84 investigated
involved the conversion of two B-29s into tankformating positions behind the wingtips of a Bers, one as a KB-29M with one drogue installation (installed in the rear where the aft lower gun 29. A photo accompanying this article shows the
installation of a “dummy” drogue attached below
turret had been), and one with three drogues,
a B-29’s wingtip. There was apparently “plenty
one as in the KB-29M and two others in pods
mounted under the wingtips, designated the YKB of room” behind a drogue mounted there, thus
clearing the way for wingtip drogue units. Exten-29T. Two F-84E fighters were modified with
sive tests of the wingtip configuration were conprobes under the wing. Two other B-29s were
modified, one as a tanker and one as a receiver, tinued, and the KB-29M dedicated to this testing,
to test the system for possible SAC use (tanker- (serial number 45-21734) was officially labeled
as the “YKB-29T.” Less official was the name
to-bomber testing will not be discussed here).
eventually attached to this tanker: “Triple Nipple.”
Testing was done at the Flight Refueling Ltd
(FRL) facilities in England. In May 1950 the pro- This bird would conduct many tests, with, first in
ject name was changed from Layette to Outing. UK, RAF Meteor fighters, and then, in the US
with F-84s. The “Triple Nipple” would deploy in
Testing began on the F-84s in October 1949, the 1953 to Yokota AB, Japan, where it was asmaximum offload being 5000 lb. Optimum altisigned to the new 421st Air Refueling Squadron.
tude was found to be 25,000 ft and refueling
Just a year later it redeployed back to the US,
speed about 170kts IAS. Overall time for a
where it was decommissioned and eventually
“complete refueling operation” was just under
became a grounded “target” at the US Amy’s Abfour minutes.
erdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. A sad end to
a very important bird.
After completing testing in the UK, the F-84s
were planned to return to the US nonstop, with
three in-flight refuelings: the first over Scotland,
the second over Iceland, and the third over
Goose Bay, Labrador. FRL was to have its Lancaster and Lincoln tankers at the first two rendezvous, and a USAF single-drogue KB-29 was
to conduct the third refueling. Air Rescue Service was to provide six droppable-lifeboatequipped aircraft and other aircraft and ships for
weather reporting. The mission launched under
the name Fox Able 4 on 22 September 1950.
One of the F-84s experienced a stuck-open
probe valve after the second refueling, and it
landed at Goose Bay. The other F-84, piloted by
Col Dave Schilling, proceeded through a successful refueling from the KB-29, but weather
forced him to land at Limestone Maine. Although
some 350nm short of his intended destination,
Mitchell Field Long Island, Col Schilling had completed the first successful nonstop flight across

But the “Triple Nipple” concept thrived with the
“newer” KB-50, which entered the tactical arena
beginning in 1956. It would replace the KB-29 in
the TAC/USAFE/PACAF inventory. The KC135, which followed the KB-50 in the early/mid
1960s had only the single boom position. Only in
recent years have some of them acquired drogue
mounts under the wings. The new KC-46 will
have a boom plus two underwing drogue pods,
thus being able to refueling “anyone who shows
up,” according to recent publicity. Versatility in
the very dynamic tactical air arena will be enhanced even more.
The Earliest Air Refueling - 1923
An article in the autumn 2016 issue of Air Power
History magazine contains details on the very
first air refueling flights. The story begins with
Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, the future commander of
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the US Army Air Forces in World War II and enabler of the US Air Force to follow. His aviation
career goes well back to before the US got involved in World War I. He remained in the
States, performing stellar work on the Army’s aviation program. After that war, as a major he became the commander of Rockwell Field, California, near San Diego. Always restive, always imaginative, he encouraged experiments that would
garner public support for military aviation.

aircraft would gather in the hose, attach it to his
aircraft fuel system, and “fill ‘er up.”

One attempt earlier in August 1923 ended with
engine problems, but the next one, beginning at
0504 on 27 August, was wildly successful. That
flight lasted 37 hours 23 minutes, totaling about
2840nm at an average speed of 76 knots. They
had set three records (endurance, distance, and
speed). 687 gallons (about 4600 lb) of fuel, 28
gallons (about 270lb) of oil, and four allegedly hot
meals had been transferred. Air refueling had
Two of Hap’s pilots at Rockwell, Lieutenants
Lowell Smith and John Richter, devised a plan to begun.
refuel their De Havilland DH-4 two-seat aircraft in
If anyone wishes to get a copy of these two artimid-air, thus extending the range and/or endurance of the aircraft enormously, and thereby also cles, please let me know and I can send either a
gaining favorable publicity for military aviation. A PDF or a printed version.
“tanker” DH-4 would fly above the “receiver” DH4 and lower a hose. The observer in the receiver
Left: Receiver DH-4 just after uncoupling from
tanker. Note observer in rear seat and the tanker
hose. The tanker must have swerved closer to
us to keep the just uncoupled hose from making
a mess out of the receiver’s right wing!

Right: 1949 Dummy Drogue. Short hose with
attached drogue fitted to a B-29 wingtip to evaluate the behavior of such an installation. Note
hard cylindrical drogue cone. Later such
drogues would have holes drilled in the cone to
reduce drone turbulence.

Left: YK-29T in simultaneous refueling
test with 3 RAF Meteor fighters over Eng7

Book Review Column

By Jim “Pappy” Boyington

Trump, Trump, Trump the Republican elephants are marching. It's been a fascinating election, not to
mention the four months since election day. My son had gifted me the paperback edition (2015) of President
Trump’s book "The Art of the Deal", #1 National Best Seller, written "with" Tony Schwartz (originally printed
in 1987) . I immediately made the book my first choice for our March TTA Newsletter review.
A few days ago, Lou gave me a wake up call deadline, newsletter contributions due in by the 4th.
That left just enough time to take in our President's appearance before both Houses of Congress, prior to final
draft. What a great show. So here we go:
As best I can figure, all the words, except direct quotes from now President Trump, are Tony's. He
was paid a generous sum to write the book. He spent considerable time listening to former Real Estate tycoon Trump and recall some of his greatest victories.
According to Wikipedia, in 1985, Schwartz began interviewing Donald Trump in order to ghostwrite
Trump: The Art of the Deal (1987), for which he was credited as co-author. According to Schwartz, Trump
wrote none of the book, choosing only to remove a few critical mentions of business colleagues at the end of
the process. In July 2016, Schwartz was the subject of an article in The New Yorker magazine in which he
describes Donald Trump, who was running for President of the United States at the time, highly unfavorably,
and how he came to regret writing The Art of the Deal. Schwartz repeated his criticism on Good Morning
America,
Chapters 1 -3 recount Trump's early life, education and introduction to the NYC Real Estate market.
Chapters 4 - 12 offer a blow by blow account of what Trump considers among his best deals. Chapter 14 is a
deal that didn't get done, according to Trump, due to the incompetence of Mayor Ed Koch and his administration. Chapter 12 , "Rebuilding Wollman Rink is typical. The skating rink had been closed for renovations since
June, 1980, incidentally the month Trump Tower was started. The Tower, a project several magnitudes more
complex had been completed below estimate and before schedule in thirty months. By 1986 the rink was still
a work in progress, twelve millions of dollars or so over budget and years beyond schedule. The city -run project was a fiasco. On May 22, 1986, a New York Times front page article noted that NYC officials had decided to start over from scratch.
Trump offered (in a private letter to Mayor Koch) to construct and pay for a brand new rink, in exchange for the right to
lease the rink and operate it. Project to be complete by November. Koch responded in a snarky letter, dated
May 28, 1986, that he foolishly had released for publication. The local press jumped on the opportunity to "stir
things up". and the Daily News charged that Koch and company are embarrassed that they “squandered 12
million dollars".
By June 6,
negotiations were complete, with the city having unknowingly negotiated an even better deal for Trump than
his original offer. With Trump's penchant for publicity, he made himself available for news conferences. The
story became national news, Time magazine ran a full page story; the theme, incompetence of government
projects versus private enterprise. The rink came in $750,000 under Trump's budget of three million, and
opened a month ahead of schedule in November 1986. In five months, Trump had delivered a project with his
own money, a project that the city had dithered for six years and spent over $!2,000,000 of tax payer money
with nothing to show. Chapter 15 recounts the results of how several deals chosen by Trump turned out.
The book, a paid for puff piece, is well written, highly readable, enjoyable and provides insight into the
remarkable business acumen of Donald Trump. Each chapter alone is like an O'Henry short story, a satisfying read, a drama in three or more acts and with a big bang finish. The book is available on Amazon.
It's always been my habit to read the reviews of books I plan to read. There was
a lot to choose from for this book. Largely, I concluded, the naysayers had not fully
read the book or had they read it at all. There were dozens of "this review was helpful'"
to one word denigrating reviews. This indicated to me that many of Amazon's book reviews are contributed by people with an agenda, not serious readers who review for
value, style, useful information, insight or just enjoyment. This can be a useful peek
into the not so well hidden motives of those who would mislead the vast under- informed voter population.
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