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When we last chatted, I was waiting for Irma to pay a visit to
Florida !! I survived, staying in my concrete little house, but a
nasty old China Berry Tree in the back yard attacked my
screened–in porch and it was not a pretty sight. Since then the
tree has been cut down and removed from the porch, which has
“finally” been repaired and life goes on. Yeah for insurance!!
Back to the subject at hand—The San Antonio Reunion. Despite all the interruptions and house concerns, I have managed
to piece together an agenda for our next go-around. Because of
the location to so many places to eat, I have only picked one
nearby restaurant for our first night dinner. Because of the expense of bus transportation I have cut down in that area.
Monday we will offer the Hop On Bus that comes with a ticket
for a 35 minute ride on the river. The bus stops at 18 places of
interest and we will have a list of the stops with recommendations for eateries -lunch on your own. That evening I will have a
shuttle bus to an area called The Pearl, which was the home of
the Pearl Brewery and now a mecca of restaurants and shops. I
suggest you go in groups of 6 so as to avoid gratuities. We can
make reservations if needed.
Tuesday will be a Gray Line Tour to the LBJ Ranch and Historic
al Park, Fredricksburg for shopping and lunch, and then Luckenbach. This is an all day event so the evening is on your own with
a couple of nearby restaurants we will suggest in the Hospitality.
Wednesday is for sleeping in , then strolling the far reaches of
the Riverwalk. It is amazing to realize that there is so much
close by to see and this will be the day for that. Our Business
Meeting/ Memorial Service is slated for mid-afternoon.
The Banquet, that evening will start with Social Hour. Since we
are out WEST, lets plan on Western Wear for the dress code.
We will have the usual door prizes and maybe some awards for
cutest, most handsome, and cleverest outfits.
Looking forward to seeing everyone again; stay healthy! and
drive safe.
Hugs to all, Natalie
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President’s Views From VicWith the Christmas season upon us we
begin closing out another year. Our hearts go
out to those families who lost a loved one during the year. I wish everyone a joyous holiday
season and look forward to seeing some of
you in San Antonio and others throughout the
year. Chris and I travel a lot each year and are
never without a TAC Tankers “yellow book.”
This year, Dover people have obtained
the funds and have a contract with an aircraft
moving specialist who will move #389 from
MacDill to Dover. At that time we will award
$25,000 to the museum for restoration.
A very different and delicate subject is
where, and for how long, do we continue to
have our annual reunions? At the beginning
of this year in the newsletter I asked the association’s membership to contact me or any
board member or officer with ideas concerning where the reunion after San Antonio’s
should be held. I had a total of three (3) responses. I believe the only way to settle this
is by voting at the San Antonio meeting.

Board Chairman’s Corner

We have moved the reunion away from
Memorial Day so that rooms and airfare costs
could be kept down. So if anyone has their
druthers on the reunion dates in the future we
can discuss this at the meeting as well.
Once again I wish each of you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year! I hope you
get to see as many family members and
friends as possible. Wishing you safe journeys
and as always, adios for now.
On Approach!

by Bill Wolford

Atte tio all fello Ta kers: It is o l si o ths to the e t reu io . I a t to take
this opportu it for all of ou to ake our pla s to atte d the Sa A to io "gala". I k o
Natalie has a great thi gs for us to do a d see. But the greatest part of the reu io is the
opportu it to share ith ea h of ou ho' e ade it this far i life. I as looki g at the
group pi ture fro the 2002 reu io . So a ha e alread go e ahead of us a d it ould e
a sha e to iss this opportu it to share hat a e o e of our last reu io s together.
Our hur h North A e ue Allia e Chur h a d St Mark's do the street fro us prepared a d deli ered o er 0 eals to lo al shut- i s a d e also ser ed 0 people a sit do
eal at our hur h. Fi all e got to go ho e a d ha e a o derful Tha ksgi i g di er
ith our fa ilies. We ha e ee doi g this for 2 ears a d it still lesses all of us ho ork
o this progra . We are looki g for ard to our daughter Fra a d her hus a d, Ri k o i g
to joi us fro I dia apolis for Christ as.
All reu io i for atio is i Natalie's reu io se tio . I look for ard to seei g ou all
i Sa A to io. God less ou. Ha e a Merr Christ as a d ha e a health a d happ Ne
Year.
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column

by Lou Chapman

As 2017 is winding down and a new year approaches, we look back and remember all the
horrendous events across the nation, including hurricanes, floods and fires that friends, families and
neighbors had to deal with. It will be a long road back, but our prayers go out to everyone affected
and wish them a fast recovery.
I hope all of you enjoyed a day of Thanksgiving last month, and took time to remember all those
who are no longer with us. We will always be thankful for those who have served in the various military branches, and those who currently serve to protect our freedoms.
As you can tell from the obituary section, it seems that we are losing members and friends at a
faster pace. Since we have more in this issue, I have had to edit and shorten each obituary notice
so that Natalie has room for all the other articles. But, given that TAC Tankers has an average age
of about 85, we are fortunate in that we are still able to have our annual reunions and to have a
good number of attendees.
I am already looking forward to re-visiting San Antonio since Natalie had planned a wonderful reunion there in 2008. For those who missed that one and are making plans to attend, this is your
chance to see the how much the city has changed since those long ago days of Basic Training.
Plus, getting the chance to share experiences, memories and photos with friends is "icing on the
cake". I hope to see you there, and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Chaplain’s Chat

By Ellen Dodd

The Christmas tree and decorations have been dug out for another year and the rush has
begun! We must get to the cards soon, or they’ll be Valentine’s! It is a time when we think
of old friends and holidays spent together. Take a moment during this season to think of
one another and reach out to one another. It adds so much to our lives! The TAC Tankers
family has spent many holidays away from home over their years of service. Let's take a
moment to think of those in service to our country who will not be spending Christmas at
home this year. As we rejoice at the birth of our Lord and Savior, I wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a blessed New Year. See you in San Antonio!
Taft Lentz Davis, (Life Member 429th) born October 25, 1934, of Franklin TN passed away on
April 29, 2017. He entered the Air Force in 1952 and was commissioned through the Aviation
Cadet program in 1955. He married and is survived by his wife of 63 years , Jean Cope Davis.
He left the Air Force, briefly joining the Tennessee Air National Guard at McGhee Tyson AFB
while finishing his Accounting degree at The University of Tennessee. After a short time working as an Accountant, he was once again commissioned in the Air Force serving 1 tour in Korea and 2 tours in Vietnam. He received numerous Air Medals and was awarded the Silver
Star before retiring from the Air Force in 1974. A Life Celebration was held on Saturday, June
3rd, 2017 at Harpeth Hills Funeral Home followed by inurnment with full Military Honors.
Late in the evening of October 24th 2017, Maxine E Belenzon passed in her sleep, at home
in San Antonio, Texas. Maxine, wife of Art Belezon, previous TAC Tanker president, was laid
to rest in a private ceremony with her late husband Capt. Arthur Belenzon at the Lake Worth
National Cemetery in Florida. She is survived her daughter and two sons, her grandchildren
and great grandchildren.
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Obits of Members
Fredric Ames Fullington 82 of Denver, Colorado passed away on September 26,
2016 after a courageous battle with cancer. Fred was born on October 21, 1933, in
Kansas City, Missouri. He grew up in Berkeley, California and attended University of
California at Berkeley. Fred had a distinguished twenty year career as an Air Force
Pilot. He served in the Vietnam War and was a decorated leader. He traveled extensively and was a devoted family man and patriot. Fred is survived by his loving wife and best
friend of 59 years, Suzanne. A Military Service was held on Friday, October 21, 2016, at Ft. Logan National Cemetery. Fred was a Life Member and was served with the 427th.
Raymond Lloyd Miller, 87, of Topeka, Kansas passed away on September 8, 2017 at Midland Hospice House surrounded by family. He was born on June 13, 1930 in Detroit, Michigan
and graduated from Dearborn High School. Ray married Lorraine Alice (Griggs) Miller on December 15, 1952. She preceded him in death in 1978. Ray entered into the United States Air
Force on June 30, 1951. He became a pilot and flew B-29 aircrafts in the Korean War and
flew C-130 aircrafts in the Vietnam War. He retired as a highly decorated Command Pilot after
20 years of service achieving the rank of Lt. Col. stationed at Forbes Air Force Base. Ray
was a Life Member and served with the 622nd and 421st.
Lt. Col. Charles E. Harrell, USAF, Ret, passed away on Thursday, June 1, 2017 surrounded by his loving family and close friends. He was born in Raleigh, NC on September 5, 1929. Charles is survived by his wife of 53 years, Carol. He graduated from NC
State University, served six years in the Navy Reserve and 21 years in the Air Force as
a pilot, mostly flying tankers and Air Evac Aircraft. He was affectionately known as
"Charlie Brown" by his Air Force buddies. A graveside service was held Saturday, June 10, 2017 at the Gate
of Heaven Cemetery, Albuquerque, NM. Charlie was a Life Member and served with the 622nd and 421st.

Houston Andrew (Johnny) Coleman 87, of Madill Oklahoma passed away Friday, February
24 2017 at the Texoma Medical Center in Denison, Texas. He was born on February 23, 1930
in Madill. Johnny was raised there where he graduated from the Madill High School in May of
1948. After graduation, he enlisted in the United States Air Force serving for 23 years during
the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Interment took place at Oakland Cemetery, Oakland OK. He
served as a Flight Engineer with the 421st, 622nd and 431st.

Joel Hall Chamberlain 81, of Redondo Beach, CA and Portland, OR passed away on August 26, 2017 from
complications due to Parkinson's Disease. He was born in Worcester, MA on January 15, 1936. After graduating from Norwood High School in 1955, he enlisted in the USAF. After his discharge,
he moved to CA and furthered his education at USC Santa Maria. Eventually, Joel
was hired by Goodyear Rubber Co. to pilot their airship, The Columbia, which was
based in Southern CA. While voluntarily filling in on various Goodyear Airships, he
made numerous friends throughout Europe & the United States. He leaves behind the
love of his life, Claudia Ames. Joel was a Life Member and was with the 431st.
John A. “Jack” Pallone 79, born in Albany NY August 8th 1937, passed away peacefully on
the morning of January 3rd 2017, after a brief battle with cancer. Jack graduated from Christian Brothers Academy in 1955, enlisted in the Air Force and served as an air refueling operator with the 421st. Upon returning home from his time in the service, Jack started his 35year career with Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation. A lifelong love of airplanes led him
and a friend to then start their business, P/T Air. Jack is survived by his beloved wife of 55
years, Sally Mae (Walsh) Pallone. John was a Life Member of TAC Tankers.
John Ross Clyde (Lt. Col. Ret.), peacefully passed away on August 8, 2017 in the arms of
his dear wife of 60 years, Ann, and with his loving family gathered around him. John was
born March 6th, 1937 in Heber City, Utah. He spent over 26 years as a Air Force pilot. One
of those years was spent in Vietnam where he served as a Forward Air Controller flying over
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Historian’s Corner

by John Bessette

The Loss of Two 429th Legendary Officers
Just now (early December) I have learned of the recent passing of two mainstays of the 429 th
AREFS, Langley AFB. Harvey Margulies, my friend and comrade from the early 1960s, has reported to Lou Chapman the death of both Don Smock, aircraft commander extraordinaire, and George
Bond, navigator also
extraordinaire. Don
deserves a memoir of
his own. A long and
faithful member of
TTA, he was a great
leader within the
squadron for years before being assigned to
the 420th at
Sculthorpe.
Both Harvey’s and my
time in the 429th only
cover the period
~1960-63, but we both
knew George Bond.
He was a legend in
the navigator world
during his time in the
429th and beyond.
Many of us can tell
George Bond tales.
My favorite is described in a Bob Stevens cartoon in Air
Force Magazine, February 1986, enclosed
with this article. That
“number 6 navigator”
was, I am quite sure,
George Bond. I was
not “there,” and I do
not think the incident
involved F-105s, but I
can be proven wrong.
If so, please contact
me and correct me. It
just SOUNDS like
George Bond!
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Book Review Column
The Vietnam Veteran Memorial Wall
says it all. Period. I recently visited the half
scale replica, my first, to honor many long
lost friends. What memories we had shared.
Ken Burns “Vietnam” gets it about half right.
The horror of warfare, the suffering of brother
warriors, their family and friends, and the part
anti-war demonstrators, draft dodgers and antiAmerican globalists want you to hear. Burn’s
view is very soft on Communism and would
have you believe Ho Chi Minh and his followers only wanted to reunite Vietnam and remove foreign influence. Apparently, both China and Russia had no skin in the game.

By Jim “Pappy” Boyington
On August 5th 1964, he had carried out
President Johnson’s order to bomb targets in
North Vietnam. He was shot down, captured
and became POW number one and would remain so for 3125 days. That’s over eight and a
half years!!

That’s nearly impossible to comprehend. Remember what you were doing at what
was then his age (27), recently married just
starting family and a new career and flash forward over eight YEARS. He, like many of the
other POWs had endured generous amounts of
torture, beatings, solitary confinement, starvation and lack of medical care. He returned
A man who had studied communism up with honor as did nearly all of his fellow
close and personal, not by visiting and study- P0Ws (some 591).
ing in Moscow as did Ho, but by witnessing
February 1973 included his exit from
their kind of justice first hand, was one of the
Vietnam, return to the U.S. and reuniting with
keynote speakers at the dedication of “the
his family. Medical attention and intelligence
wall” in Washington DC in 1982. Then, as
debriefing were followed by wonderful welnow that “war” was very controversial. So
come home celebrations he recalls as “The
much so, that President Reagan did not attend.
Merry Month of May”. These included a visit
Former US Navy A-4 pilot Everett Alvarez Jr.
to California Governor Reagan, a White House
was a guest of the committee that had helped
Reception and honored guest at the Oscars.
conceive, design and fund (private money) the
Alvarez restarted his life. He recovered,
wall. Though at the time, he was the Deputy
regained flight status, fell in love, remarried,
Director of the Veterans Administration, he
had a family, earned a law degree, passed the
was not there as an official representative of
our government. His lifelong observations are bar, and succeeded in high-level positions both
in government and private business.
noteworthy and became the subject of two
books. His first book, “Chained Eagle” and
“How did he do that”, you ask. In his
second, “Code of Conduct”, the subject of
own words, he maintained a personal code of
this report, is now out of print but available
conduct.
(continues on page 7)
through Amazon.
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(cont. from page 6) It’s origin is the Scout Oath he had learned as a boy. On his HONOR he
would do his best to do his DUTY to GOD and COUNTRY,
During captivity and continuing after his release, he would administer a self-test daily.
Looking himself in the eye, in a mirror he asks “How did I do today?” He would then vow to
correct any shortcomings and do better. By reaffirming his oath, thus preserving his honor, he
was able to maintain his sanity during captivity and to avoid compromise later.
Fortunately, you don’t have to go through the difficult introspective of years of long
term solitary confinement. Everett has done that for you, and written it all down. He provides
a wealth of information, complete with examples of how to handle very difficult situations.
This book is truly a journey in self-discovery and accepting family differences, combined with
a few wonderful “war stories”, career management tips, a terrific civics lesson and a wonderful
love story to boot. I shared my enthusiasm for this book with Lou Chapman and he agrees it’s
among the best he has ever read.
Book bonus: For food network junkies like me “From Scratch: Inside the Food Network”
by Allen Salkin published by Putnam in 2013 is complete. It traces the concept, the birth of the
industry to the present with tidbits on the business side, the money, and the people both behind
and in front of the camera. “Foodies”, this brew is rich and rewarding.
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