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          It’s Been Quite A Ride 

 How fitting it is that we put together this last issue 
of the TAC Tanker Tales on Memorial Day.  With it goes 
20+ years of fond memories we have shared over the 
span of our reunions.  Here is a recap of our journey: 

                         The Tankers Ride 

You’ve heard of the Paul Revere Ride, now listen to the 
 tale of the Tanker’s side. 
From Tucson, Tampa and Hampton flings, Sonoma  
 valley and Colorado Springs. 
On to Nashville and the Dayton Memorial, followed by 
 Branson and San Antonio. 
Another stop that year was in DC, then to southern 
 Charleston and Albuquerque. 
Back to the east in Savannah GA, north to Seattle and 
 the St. Louis Gateway. 
Valley Forge, Sarasota and  San Diego, to New  
 Orleans and back to the Alamo. 
In 2019, we revisited Dayton Ohio,  then came the 
 “shutdown” for 2-0-2-0. 
Our ride across America and 15 states, has brought us 
 to the end of our mandate. 
The KB-50 has found it’s  final home,  the Dover 
 Mobility Museum, no more to roam. 
      By Natalie Hill 

 In the following pages we will share our events at 
the final reunion in Delaware through photos and col-
umns by our President Vic, Veep Lou, Board Chairman 
Bill, Secretary/Book Reviewer Pappy and Chaplain El-
len.  Many thanks to them for their loyalty to our publi-
cation.  Also to John Bessette for his years of Historian 
contributions.    Read on……. 
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President’s Views From Vic-   
 

Eerie, 

   When the last word at the banquet was said, we all sat at our tables, silent, as if a 
magic spell had been cast upon us. No one moved or spoke for what seemed like an 
eternity. Then we finally relented to time and arose. Having spent past days, months, 
even years with one another, those few moments seemed an eternity as all was com-
ing to an end much too soon. It was truly eerie for those few moments. 
    I'm sure there are some of you I'll never see again. I hope somehow we'll be able to 
communicate via the TAC Tanker website, Facebook or whatever. I'm also hoping that 
our Sacramento luncheon group will start meeting post COVID. I suppose time can be 
your friend or enemy depending on how we use it. 
   The dedication of KB-50 aircraft 389 at the AMC Museum was certainly the apex of 
my tanker experience. The restoration folks at Dover, mostly volunteers, are some of 
the most dedicated I've ever met. Before and after the dedication, many of our group 
personally thanked each member of their team for all the work they had done and will 
be doing far into the future. 
   On to the eerie. Natalie had arranged a great lunch after our Dover dedication, but 
although there was no fault on her side, that fell through. But once again someone 
was looking down on us and a local volunteer group came to the rescue with a great 
BBQ lunch, go figure. 
   For me, TAC TANKERS has been one of those things in life you can hold onto, 
close to your heart and with the best memories anyone could have. Each of you will 
hold a special place in my heart forever. 
    Adios for now, Vic... 
 

Board Chairman’s  Corner                                                      by Bill Wolford 

     To all our Tanker members and friends:  

     It great to see all those who showed up at Delaware for our final reunion, but  it was a 
bittersweet occasion.  It was wonderful to see so many of you, but sad that at our age we will 
probably not get to see you again in this lifetime, but we are hoping and planning to see you 
all as young, healthy folks in Heaven.  Shirley and I have loved being a part of the TAC 
Tankers and it has been a real joy to serve you all.  God bless you and keep you in His care.   

  Bill Wolford - Board Chairman 
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman      

    The day we all hoped would never come has finally arrived, and as of this issue of 
Tanker Tales, the TAC Tankers Reunion Association is officially de-activated. I have had the 
pleasure and honor of being both Membership Chairman for two years and Vice President for 
the past eleven years. My thanks to all of you that have put up with the many calls I have 
made, the e-mails and the constant camera in face at all of the past 14 reunions that I, along 
with many others have attended. Our Tactanker website will still be up and I will continue to 
post new material, plus this years reunion photos in the Facebook Albums as I go through eve-
rything I have. 

   I want to thank Natalie Hill (Reunion Planner/Tanker Tales Editor) Vic Ventura (President), 
Bill Wolford (Board Chairman), all the board members, Gary Myers (Treasurer) "Pappy" Boy-
ington (Secretary/Book Review), John Bessette (Historian) Ellen Dodd (Chaplain) and the oth-
ers who came before them for their work to keep this organization going for the past 21 years. 
But Nate Hill will always stand out first as a friend, and as the person who felt that I was capa-
ble of replacing him as VP. I only hope that I have made him proud and accomplished that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guys 
in the 
Lobby of the hotel:  Pappy, Charlie Hess, Vic, Bob Schleihs, Jake Jacobson, Lou and Ken Kru-
ger.  Getting ready for the weekend. 
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 Obits of Members 

 Loyd Leon Dodd, 81, of Flatt IL (Life Member 427th, 429th) passed away on Friday April 
9, 2021 at Renaissance Care Center surrounded by his loved ones. He was born December 
15, 1939 in Springfield, Illinois. He is survived by his wife of 42 years, Ellen Stroman Dodd.  
Also surviving are one son, two daughters, a former daughter-in-law, six grand-children and 
two great-granddaughters,  After his Air Force discharge, he worked on the railroad, sold 
Fuller Brush, worked at International Harvester for 21 years, retiring there when the plant 
closed, then as an agent for Country Companies Insurance for 21 years. H also worked at 
Oaks-Hines Funeral Home, served as a fire fighter at (Flatt Station) Fire Department and as 
an EMT on the Cass-Putman Rescue Squad until his health forced him to retire. Visitation 
was held Wednesday April 14, 2021 at Oaks-Hines Funeral Home in Canton IL with a ser-
vice on April 15, 2021.and a burial with military honors in Flatt Cemetery.   

John Dalton Fox, Colonel, USAF Retired, (Life Member 427th) passed away Saturday, 
January 2, 2021, following Covid complications. He was born in Carroll County, Mississip-
pi, and was raised in Union City, Tennessee. He served tours of duty in Vietnam, Langley 
AFB, VA, Kadena AFB, Okinawa, Japan, and Dover AFB, DE. A combined seventeen of 
his thirty-one years in service were spent at Pope AFB, NC, where he retired after serving as 
the Commander of the USAF Airlift Center. He is survived by his loving wife, Henrianne 
Connor Fox; his son, daughter and two grandchildren. A memorial service was held Friday, 
January 8, 2021, at Snyder Memorial Baptist Church. A private cremation interment was 
also held for the family. 

.    James “Jim” M. O’Dell, age 84 (Life Member 431st), passed away April 15, 2021. He 
was born April 3, 1937 in Craigsville, West Virginia and was preceded in death by Ludmilla 
(Lou) his wife of 43 years. A son, three daughters; ten grandchildren, thirteen great-
grandchildren with one on the way, and numerous nieces and nephews survive him. Jim was a 
veteran from the United States Air Force serving for 20 years and was stationed in Vietnam 
during the war.  After retired from the Air Force, he was employed for 20+ years at the Ball 
Corporation in California as a mechanic. After that retirement, he and Lou moved to Cotton-
town TN. A graveside service with military honors at Middle Tennessee State Veterans Ceme-
tery was held on Thursday May 20, 2021. 

Donald Bill, (USAF Maj. Ret. Life Member 429th) passed away at the age of 86 at the 
Georgia War Veterans Home in Milledgeville on Tuesday, May 25, 2021. Don was born on 
August 10, 1934 in Pittsburg, Kansas. He joined the Air Force in 1955, just before his 21st 
birthday. A highly decorated veteran of the Air Force, Don retired as the Wing Aircraft 
Performance Officer with the 19th Bombardment Heavy Wing at Robins Air Force Base. 
He logged 600 combat mission hours during his tour in the Vietnam War. After his distin-
guished military career, Don worked briefly for Anchor Glass before working as the ac-
countant for Clean Control. He was a former commodore of the Oconee Sailing and Yacht 
Club at Lake Sinclair for several years. Aside from sailing, he enjoyed playing golf and 
was an author who wrote and published five books.  His wife of 63 years, Ethel Bill; two 
sons and two grandchildren survive him. Visitation was on Friday, May 28, 2021 at Parkway Memorial Gar-
dens. A graveside service immediately followed visitation along with full military honors.  

 



5 

  Chaplain’s Chat                   Rev. Ellen Dodd 

 Delaware was a unique trip.  Knowing it was our last reunion made everything extra special.  
The dedication of the KB-50J was touching for all. You should be proud to have gotten this plane to 
the right place at the right time.  What a legacy!  Our grandchildren will be taking their children to 
see this piece of USAF history. You are a group of extraordinary people and it has been an honor to 
serve as your Chaplain.  I’m only a phone call away. 

2 Thessalonians 3:16 – Now may the Lord of peace him-
self give you peace at all times and in every way.  The 
Lord be with all of you. 

 

Gathering of a few of the Officers:  Gary Myers, Treasur-
er; Bill Wolford-Board Chairman; Natalie, Veep ; Ellen 
Dodd, Chaplain; Harry Hansen, Board member  and Vic 
Ventura, President.  

On March 12, 2021, Helen Juanita (Nita) Eads, of Leesburg, Florida passed away 
peacefully surrounded by loved ones.  She was born on March 11, 1937 and raised in 
Front Royal, Virginia. Juanita is survived by her spouse and soulmate of 55 years, (USAF 
CMSgt. 421st) William “Bill” F. Eads Sr., a son, daughter, 4 grandchildren and nieces 
and nephews. She loved her family and church and she dedicated her life to both. 
Juanita’s passions were traveling, cooking and her grandkids. She will be remembered for 
her giving nature, sharp wit and infectious laugh.  Services were held March 20th, 2021 
with Burial at Prospect Hill Cemetery Front Royal, Virginia. 

Millard Carlos Ratcliff, (Life Member 429th, 431st & USAF Ret) passed away on Satur-
day, July 18, 2020, at age 92 in Proctorville, OH. He was born September 16, 1927 in 
Stonecoal, Wayne County, WV. He was a life member of the American Legion, served as 
Commander in the 1970s and the VFW.  Millard is survived by his wife of over 70 years, 
Ann Parsley Ratcliff, a son, two daughters, numerous grand and great-grandchildren. Visit-
ation was held on Friday, July 24 at Hall Funeral Home, Proctorville, OH. Interment will be 
at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date. 

Ursula Braun Hess (80) passed away at her home in Etowah NC March 2, 2021. She 
was born in Marl-Huls Germany on July 22, 1940. Later in the early 1960s she enlisted 
and served in the US Air Force. While stationed in Germany, she met and married her 
husband who also was stationed there. After their return they were residents of Fairfield 
CA, until moving to NC. Ursula enjoyed hiking and was a member of the Asheville 
Amblers Walking Club, the Asheville New Friends, and the American Volkssport Asso-
ciation, which promoted a healthy lifestyle and physical fitness. Ursula is survived by 
her husband of 60 years Charles Hess (M/Sgt. Ret, (421st), two sons and their wives. 
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Book Review Column                     By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

 Miss you wonderful people, a bunch. But what fine times we enjoyed. 

    After thoughts: Building Capital - maintaining a healthy balance both 
economically and intellectually. Always a challenge! The TTA Newslet-
ter book reviews represented my impression of what seemed important at 
any given moment.  Hopefully, my heroes became your heroes.  
 The balance between entertainment and enlightenment was simple, 
reading is FUNdamental. We all appreciate common sense and recognize 
it is an extremely uncommon commodity. A few days ago an old "friend" 
came back into my world, courtesy of CSpan 2 Book TV.   

 Jason Riley, Author of "Maverick", a biography of Thomas Sow-
ell. Sowell, a High School dropout, U.S. Marine, former Marxists, high 
achiever student, PHD, and philosopher has published 40 books on a 
broad range of subjects. A black man, he constantly challenges prevailing 
academic thought with regard to disparity in outcome. His quote 
"Socialism, in general, has a record of failure so blatant that only an in-
tellectual could ignore or evade it."          

     We witness this daily. In the land of the blind a one eyed man 
is king. Thomas Sowell certainly has had both eyes wide open for a long, long time. Much of 
his work is available on the web. Enrich your life with a shallow or not so shallow dive in his 
life. Additionally, CSpan 3 American History TV has been a source of tons of infotainment, 
our country's rich history in several varieties. The TTA Newsletter will live on, because of Lou 
Chapman's effort to keep it current. Check out old issues! Like an old joke, it's not old if you 
haven't seen it before or forgot it.  
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   The Reunion Diary:  -May 13-16, 2021  Wilmington, DE  

Thursday: We are off to dinner at the Big Fish Grill next to the Christiana River.  Below: L-R are 
Gail and Harold Elliott, Vic and Chris Ventura and Ann and Gus Rinaldi.  To the right are Tom and 
Eva Wedel and Dean Zuras. 

 

 

 

 

              Friday:  We are off to the Hagley 
Museum, first home of the DuPont Family and site of the gun-powder works.  We used small busses 

to 

transport us around the 235 acres of 
property.        

Above is the museum entrance, the group arriving in the shuttle buses to each area and David and 
Dolly Abell leaving the special lunch we were served. 

Saturday:  Our two busses drove us south to Dover and the Air Mobility Command Museum and a 
Dedication Ceremony of the Renovated KB-50J #49-0389.  Each TAC member in attendance re-
ceived an envelope with “A Piece of History” card with a token of the museum and a piece of the air-
craft.  Every- one 
had a chance to 
walk around the 
grounds and al- so 
shop in the gift 
store. 

. 
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Sunday:  Due to a bus problem, we did not get to New Castle in time to get much sightseeing, but 
did manage to have lunch at Jessop’s Tavern, an historic old building.   There were two seatings 
and while not at lunch, time was spent walking the town streets.  

That evening was the Social Hour and Banquet. Way back when we were first gearing up for this 
reunion, I requested that members bring a door prize, something to symbolize their home state. It 
was great to see all the donations that came in and every ticket took home a new prize.  Thanks to 
the Abells, Arnolds, Clarks, Clisby,  Dodds,  Elliotts, Ellis, Henry, Jeanmards, O’Learys, Robida, 
Schleihs, Siekirski, Venturas and the ODell family for their special items. 

There were several presentations to our Tanker Tales staff and recognition to a new honorary-  The 
“Alpha & Omega”  These were 14  who had been to the first reunion in Tucson and this one. They 
were Boyington (all 22 reunions), Bonnie Callahan, Clark, Clisby,  Desins (22), Frazier, Gardner, 
Natalie Hill (22), Hoover, Jacobson, Kruger, Myers (22), Rinaldi and T. Wedel. 

 

Left:  Wolfords, Pappy, 
Jake, Gary Myers.       
Right: Lou, Charlie Hess, 
Ken Kruger, Tom Veino, 
Pat Selfridge, Bonnie Calla-
han, Kathy and Harry Han-
sen. 

  

Left: JoAnn and 
Pete Zuras, Zee 
and Gerry Sie-
kirski, Gus and 
Ann Rinaldi.          
Right:  Mike and 
Barbara O’Leary, 
Ted & Dixie Clisby.   

Below: Cheryl J, 
Harold and Gail 

Elliott, & Frank Jeanmard.    Jay and Gloria Dohner at registra-
tion. 

Special Thank You — To  the  Venturas & Schleihs for 
shopping for the Hospitality Room; To Pappy and Jake for 
manning the Sign up list for Banquet tables and the Pizza 
Party Friday night; To Lou for driving the van to 3 of the 
days; and  To the Banquet Set Up Team:  The Pug Hoover 
Family, Gail, Elliott, Ann Rinaldi, Jan Schleihs and Cheryl 
Jeanmard. And To Jeff Brown , Editor of the AMC journal 
who joined us at the Banquet .  Amen and hugs to ALL! 
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                        “Dedication In Dover” 

 Our 2021 Reunion will be held at the HILTON Wilmington/ Christiana , 100 Continental Dr., 
Newark , DE 19713.   Our  special rate of $119  is for King or Double Double per night.  This rate is 
also for  1 day pre and/or post with advanced reservation notice to Sales Office.. The cut-off date 
for this rate is 4/14/2021. Be sure to mention TAC Tanker Assn. Reunion when calling (877-883-

0746). Free parking! 

     Event Descriptions:  

#1  We will bus from hotel to the Wilmington Riverfront for Dinner Thursday night  At the Big Fish 
Grill Restaurant 

.#2 Heading to the Hagley Museum by way of the Historic Kalmar Nyckel. The Swedish ship that 
brought the early settlers to Delaware.  We will have our tours then lunch at the museum and visit 
the store. This is where the du Pont story began in the Brandywine Valley.  It features the original 
gunpowder mills, estate, gardens and workers’ village. 

#3  Today we head south too the Dover AFB Mobility Museum for our dedication of the KB-50 
which is all primed.  Once we have had our ceremony, toured the inside and outside of the com-
plex, we head north to Odessa and a late lunch at the Historic Cantwell Tavern. 

#4  Our destination is close by, Historic New Castle.  This charming town is steeped in history.  
Enjoy beautiful inns, fine restaurants, fabulous museums and quaint shops.  Stroll along the Dela-
ware River.   Lunch is on your own and maps will be provided showing places to eat. 

#5  The Grand Finale Banquet at the Hotel with the usual cash bar, dinner, door prizes, etc.  If you 
can, bring a special door prize from your part of the country.  We don't want anyone leaving without 
winning something.  Thanks!             BE SURE TO READ BOTH SIDES OF THIS FORM 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     
PS   Since our Pizza Party was such a success in Dayton, we will have a sign up sheet at         
Registration to do a repeat on Friday night since we will have had an early lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


