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 Hello???   Are You Out There??   
  

 I feel like I have been in Outer Space during the last three 
to five months. This has been a long haul and a very serious 
time for our country.  While I have enjoyed the time to goof off 
around the house with a zillion projects, I do miss the social life 
and activities which were once a daily routine. 

 While all the big events planned where postponed or can-
celled (class reunions, Dover, Europe trip, FOOTBALL at 
FSUHomecoming-where we would have celebrated my 60th 
year.   

 Last December we had signed up for an Adults Week at a 
Dude Ranch in Colorado for mid August.  As time got short and 
it was still a go, we packed up the “western gear” and drove 
west-no flying for this trip.  Due to the earlier cancellations in the 
summer, several families came during our week, so it was Kiddy 
City with grandparents and parents to BOOT! Never the less it 
was a good week and we were delighted to have the chance to 
“get out of Dodge.” 

 Between now and the December newsletter, our country 
will also face another big issue—the election of the next Presi-
dent of the USA.  I am sure all you military vets are ready to cast 
your ballots and hopefully we will be happy with our choice.  Pol-
itics is not my bag, but there are many decisions by our leaders 
that concern me.  Keep our nation in your prayers and be sure to 
vote. 

 In my frequent chats (?) with our other VP, Lou, I learned 
he has been busy playing with technology and the TAC website.  
Be sure to read his column and I bet you will enjoy his efforts to  
bring a world of visuals to your eyes. 

 You are all in my thoughts and hopefully, we will be able 
to have that Dover reunion WITHOUT MASKS.      Natalie 
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President’s Views From Vic-   
 
   Hello to all again. I hope you are all managing during the Covid19 and staying sane.  We are 
doing little travel except for going to Monterey every few weeks or so for six to eight days as 
it’s much cooler and golf is always available there. It is just as smoky there as the fires in Cali-
fornia seem to be everywhere. 

   I haven’t talked to anyone lately as my old iPhone maxed out with no fix in sight, so I broke 
down and bought a new one. I have the same number though, so if you call it you’ll get me. 
707-365-6213. Don’t call the other number in this newsletter as I only check messages on it 
about once a month.   

   Even with all of the sitting around, the year seems to have flown by and so I’m becoming 
anxious for the new year and our reunion, of course. The guys at the Dover museum have gone 
to a more Covid19 accommodating schedule enabling them to keep up with projects. 

   Please stay safe. You, your families and your friends are the most important things to us 
all.  We’ll see each other soon enough.            

   Adios for now,      Vic 
 

Chaplain’s Chat                    Rev. Ellen Dodd 

 Hello from Illinois and welcome to month whatever of quarantine.  We can have church, go to the 
bars, and get color put on those grey roots which have been driving us crazy!  While it has a surreal feeling, 
we are adjusting, aren’t we?  Adjustment can be a real problem for us, can’t it?  Do you remember what it 
was like that first day of basic training?  How scared were you?  If not scared, how nervous?  Pretty soon you 
adjusted to your new routine and, after a time,  proudly left basic for your new assignments.  How did you 
feel about that?  Now take a look at how far you’ve come!  When we get through this pandemic, we will have 
come a long way.  And it will be much in the same way you were able to put Basic Training behind you: “Be 
joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Romans 12: 12, NIV). 

As I write this, there is a sixteen-week-old Labrador Retriever resting her little black chin on my foot.  
She has filled our hearts with love and joy! It is a treat to watch her explore the world and experience new 
things.  She doesn’t know what a pandemic is, but she does know how to chase a butterfly and kill a clump of 
grass.  I believe I have learned from her to be more appreciative of the things I have and the things I am able 
to do.  I’m making more phone calls, writing more letters, and touching base with Facebook to help me keep 
track of friends.  I’ve been enjoying the videos Lou has posted on the TAC Tankers page.  Our states are at 
various stages of recovery from this pandemic.  Several of our members are currently battling situations like 
wildfires, hurricanes, and health issues.  Our hearts, thoughts and prayers go out to you.  I would encourage 
you to get in touch with each other and check in. 

Remember that the world is still filled with good.  So many of our newscasts end by telling us to take 
care of ourselves and each other.  It reflects another lesson: “And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself’” (Matthew 22:39).  I know the situations we’re in have heightened our awareness, not only of 
how much we care about one another, but of how much care we all need.  Remember that you are loved and 
everyone in this group cherishes you because you’re you.  Be safe and God Bless ~ Ellen 
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Board Chairman’s  Corner                                                      by Bill Wolford 
   I hope everything is going well with all of you.  I was hoping to write up something after the 
4th of September, which is Shirley's and my 65th wedding anniversary. We are planning to have a 
lobster cruise on Lake Champlain on the Spirit of Ethan Allan Cruise Ship. Several of our family 
members and some of our friends are joining us, but only two besides us will be from the original 
group 65 years ago. Sad to say, many have taken their last flight, or weren't able to come because 
of travel restrictions. 
    
 We have had a very busy spring and summer. After the Dover reunion was re-scheduled for 
next year, we were able to go to our oldest great grandson's high school graduation that wound up 
being a small family reunion because his graduation was re-scheduled for the third time until Ju-
ly. We had a great time with family and then went to Indianapolis to spend a week with our daugh-
ter, Fran and her husband Rick. We had no problems flying although the flights were not too full, 
which was probably for the best health-wise. A week after our return we were tested and results 
were negative. We're waiting to hear from Natalie regarding our next year's reunion.  
   
 God bless you all,    Bill Wolford 
 

Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman      

 Once again we have reached out to or tried to contact those members living in areas who are being af-
fected by natural disasters such as wildfires, hurricanes and the accompanying heavy rains. I hope everyone is 
safe not only from these, but also from the still dangerous spread of COVID19. Here in California we have 
been hit with over 400 fires, some from lightning and probably some from careless individuals. In the north-
central part where I and other members live, the smoke and fine ash in the air has been a constant problem 
everyday, but hopefully we will get some rain that will help with putting out the fires and  also clear the air. 

    Several things have been accomplished since the stay-at-home orders were implemented. I know some 
of you don't use or look at Facebook, but that is where all of our reunion albums are located; along with refu-
eling videos members had sent me in the past. Some editing was involved, but there are now 19 posted. This is 
the link you can type into your search box to access the video page. http://tinyurl.com/y58hmdjs. Also on 
this TAC Tanker page is a short clip from the 2007 Branson Reunion when we were at the Mickey Gilley 
Showroom and were recognized along with other groups. On the TAC Tanker Facebook Home page is a walk-
around video of our KB-50J 49-0389 from the AMC Museum that you might be interested in watching. It 
shows the progress they had made until the COVID19 lockdown which affected the volunteers’ access to work 
on it. The video is also on the Air Mobility Command Museum Facebook page. 

    I recently spoke with Jeff Brown who is the Editor of the AMC Hanger Digest Magazine and he was 
going to contact Les Polley (the Aircraft Restoration Chief) to see if there are any updates on when work will 
continue. The museums outdoor aircraft displays are available to visit, but the Museum itself is still closed. I 
hope we will soon have some good news to share with all of you. 

    A final reminder about the Tanker Tales newsletter is that you can also always find it posted at our 
website www.tactankers.com. Another thing is that some members have been dropped because either their e-
mail address is no longer any good and/or their phone number we have on file has been changed. If you hear 
from or talk to anyone who tells you they haven't had any contact with us in a while, please let them know it is 
their responsibility to keep their contact information up to date.       Thanks and stay safe and well. 
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 Obits of Members  

    James "Jim" Frank Meyers, (Lt. Col. Retired USAF), died peacefully at home with his 
wife and family on July 17, 2020. He was born in 1934 in  Lafayette, Indiana where he attend-
ed school, married Pat Costello, also from Lafayette, in 1955 and they recently celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary. He is survived by his wife, their five children and numerous 
grand children and great-grand children. 

  A Veteran of both the Korean and Vietnam wars, Jim received the Bronze Star for his Merits 
of Service as a Flight Facilities Officer in the Republic of Vietnam. Jim was a lifelong mem-
ber of the B57 Canberra Association and the KB-50 Tac Tanker Association (427th) having flown in both air-
craft. He retired with 20 years of service in the military and immediately began a career with NASA Human 
Resources and retired after 20 years.  

   Visitation took place Tuesday, July 21st at R. Hayden Smith Funeral Home in Hampton VA.  Following  the 
service, Jim was buried with full military honors at Parklawn Memorial Park. 

Thomas Ward Cookston, 90, passed away January 1, 2020 in Lincoln, NE. He was 
born April 17, 1929 in Upton WY. He was a retired Master Sergeant from the USAF 
serving over 20 years. Tom was a member of the Air Force Sergeant's Association, 
TAC Tankers Association, 98th Air Refueling Squadron Assoc., VFW, DAV, and 
American Legion, He was preceded in death by his wife Katherine who passed away 
in 2006.        

 Elder Leroy Cunningham Jr., age 84, was born February 27th 1936 and passed away due 
to kidney failure at his home in Hampton VA on March 4th 2020. 

  He was a retired USAF and Viet Nam veteran, a Life Member of TAC Tankers with both the 420th (RAF 
Sculthorpe) and 427th (Langley). 

A graveside service was held on Monday, March 9 at Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Hampton.  

James S "Jimmy" Caddell was born April 24th 1933 in Sanford NC  and passed away March 31st in 
Benbrook Texas after complications from a stroke. After attending college and earning his degrees, he entered 
the USAF in 1956, trained as a Navigator and was assigned to the 421st at Yokota AB Japan. While stationed 
there he met his future wife Jean who was a school teacher. They were married in 1960 at Yo-
kota and he left the Air Force that year. They moved to Texas where he went to work with 
General Dynamics and later with Lockheed Martin, retiring after 33 years. He had earned 
Masters Degrees in Civil Engineering and Structural Engineering. He and Jean were members 
to the Ft. Worth Boat Club where he had won many awards in his class. With his wife, he also 
loved traveling throughout the US.   

 Richard Hermans (Ret M/Sgt. and Life Member of TAC Tankers) of Kingsland Tex-
as, passed away August 27, 2020 at the age of 86. He was born December 28, 1933 
in Milbank, SD. Richard was a Reel Operator with the 421st at Yokota Japan and 
later a SAC Boom Operator. He is survived by his three children, his special friend 
Noreen Lane of Kingsland, and friends James and Elaine Holbrook of Burnet TX. 
Graveside service was held Monday August 31, 2020 at Holbrook Cemetery. Care 
was entrusted to Clements-Wilcox Funeral Home in Burnet. 

Louis H Chapman


Louis H Chapman
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Book Review Column       By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

 Is the "China Virus- Cabin Fever" starting to gnaw on you?  Then try gnawing on some light read-
ing. My love for fly-fishing began in Idaho in 1978 and led me to Patrick McManus, a legendary columnist at 
"Outdoor Life" and "Field and Stream". His humor resulted in devoted fans and covers a miss-spent youth, 
life and problems while growing up. His characters and whacky escapades, some based on true events, flow 
like a Laurel and Hardy short film. Like Mark Twain, Garrison Keillor or Dave Barry, he views life through a 
unique prism. For some "rolling on the floor and laughing your tail off " check him out.  

 Google his name or better yet, go to Amazon Books and take advantage of the reviews of a couple ti-
tles such as "Real Ponies Don't Go Oink", "The Night the Bear Ate Goombaw", "A Fine and Pleasant Misery" 
or "Never Sniff A Gift Fish". You will be hooked. Another Author, John Gierach, offers "Standing in a Riv-
er, Waving a Stick. Just the title makes you want to read it. This work delves into all aspects of the the art of 
fly fishing while incorporating generous amounts of humor. These selections would make wonderful gifts, 
especially after you have read them. 

   

 

 

 

 

  On a serious note, remember 
"Guten Morgen" and ever wonder how close we came to 
having German as our national language?  Of course, close only counts in horseshoes and hand grenades. In 
August 1940, Churchill's Lizard Commission delivered to the US England's priceless intellectual property, the 
underpinnings of nuclear science, the jet engine and RADAR, at no cost. The Allies use and Germany's mis-
use of RADAR provided the slim margin of victory to the US and it's allies. Fewer gross errors involving the 
development, deployment and exploitation in tactical use of this new evolving technology overcame the threat 
of Hitler's most effective weapon, the U-Boat.   

 In 1942 and 1943, England's survival and the bombing offensive depended on supplies arriving by 
ship. Until the latter half of 1943 convoy losses crippled the arsenal of democracy and the build up material to 
launch the D-Day invasion. RADAR put the U-Boat's on defense resulting in their withdrawal. Later develop-
ments produced sets capable of radar bombing and airborne intercept. 

    The book, "A Race On The Edge Of Time: Radar-The Decisive Weapon of World War II" by Da-
vid E Fisher covers the blunders made by the US, England and more importantly those by Nazi Germany 
turning close into "sorry, but no cigar". Published in 1989, the closing chapters cover 
DEW (Distant Early Warning), BMEWS (Ballistic Missile Early Warning System) 
AWACS (Airborne Warning and Control System) and provide a glimpse of President 
Reagan's SDI (Strategic Defense Initiative) "aka" Star Wars. Currently, our military pur-
sues the development of an airborne hypersonic cruise missile. Its ability to reach a target 
in the early launch phase is a game changer.  

 Stay tuned. 
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    PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY              
Names for Nametags________________________________________________         

Squadrons and years_________________________________________________     

Street Address, City, State and ZIP_____________________________________ 

Tel. Number__________________________ Cell Phone____________ ______ __   

Email Address  ____________________________________________________ 

Registration Package :    Covers: Hospitality Room, Banquet fees and some Transportation.   
Guests going on 3 or more tours/events must be fully registered at $40/pp. For guests not fully regis-
tered, tickets for 1 or 2 events are available separately.   

Day    Event #                        Tours/Events                                           Price PP       #People     Total
           Registration Fee-All Members_________                              $40__ _                                                     

Thur  5/14       Check In at Hotel Lobby   (11am-4:30pm) 

                     #1   Bus to Riverfront Dinner   (5-9:30pm)                              $50____ _                     _                      

Fri     5/15     #2   Trip to Hagley Museum –.(10:30am– 4:30pm)               $50            _ _             __         

___ ____     Bus, Lunch and Tour ___                                                                                     

Sat    5/16    #3   Bus trip to  Dover AFB Museum    (9am-4pm)                  $25____   ______       _   

             Late Lunch at Cantwell Tavern in Odessa                             

 Sun   5/17   #4  Bus trip to Historic New Castle    (9:30am-3:30pm)           $20                             

   Lunch on your own_____________________    

                    #5  Banquet  at hotel      (6:30-9pm)      __                              $35___                   ____ 

    Check choices :           
               Grilled Filet of Sirloin                                                       
    Herb Roasted Salmon                            

Total Registration Package…………………….……………     $________________    

PLEASE : Print out this page, fill in your choices, total the amount and send it along with your 
check (paid to TAC Tankers) to:   Natalie Hill, 2091 Sussex Rd., Winter Park FL 32792.   KEEP A 
COPY  

       Thanks!!!   See you soon! 
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                        “Dedication In Dover” 
 Our 2021 Reunion will be held at the Sheraton Wilmington South, 365 Airport Road, New 
Castle DE. 19720.   Our  special rate of $119  for Jr. Suite King, and $129 for Deluxe Suite King or 
Traditional Double Double per night.  This rate is also for  1 day pre and/or post with advanced res-
ervation notice to Sales Office.. The cut-off date for this rate is 4/14/2021. Be sure to mention TAC 
Tanker Assn. Reunion when calling (302-328-6200). Free parking! 

________________________________________________ 

Event Descriptions:  

#1  We will bus from hotel to the Wilmington Riverfront for Dinner Thursday night  At the Big Fish 
Grill Restaurant 

.#2 Heading to the Hagley Museum by way of the Historic Kalmar Nyckel. The Swedish ship that 
brought the early settlers to Delaware.  We will have our tours then lunch at the museum and visit 
the store. This is where the du Pont story began in the Brandywine Valley.  It features the original 
gunpowder mills, estate, gardens and workers’ village. 

#3  Today we head south too the Dover AFB Mobility Museum for our dedication of the KB-50 
which is all primed.  Once we have had our ceremony, toured the inside and outside of the com-
plex, we head north to Odessa and a late lunch at the Historic Cantwell Tavern. 

#4  Our destination is close by, Historic New Castle.  This charming town is steeped in history.  
Enjoy beautiful inns, fine restaurants, fabulous museums and quaint shops.  Stroll along the Dela-
ware River.   Lunch is on your own and maps will be provided showing places to eat. 

#5  The Grand Finale Banquet at the Hotel with the usual cash bar, dinner, door prizes, etc.  If you 
can, bring a special door prize from your part of the country.  We don't want anyone leaving without 
winning something.  Thanks! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 

PS   Since our Pizza Party was such a success in Dayton, we will have a sign up sheet at 
Registation to do a repeat on Friday night since we will have had an early lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SURE TO READ BOTH SIDES OF THIS FORM 

 


