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 It’s Been a Hot One This Summer  

 As Labor Day is here, I am back at “work” getting our 
newsletter ready and giving you all the scoop on our New Orle-
ans Reunion.  We have contracted with the Holiday Inn Down-
town Superdome for Sunday, May 21 through checkout on 
Thursday, May 25, 2017. “NOLA and All That Jazz.”  
 The original rate was $159. but they came down (due to 
my request) to $115 which includes parking.  Now that’s a deal!  
The parking was my biggest hurdle as the fees in the French 
Quarter and downtown were quite high.  Currently our block is 
for 40 rooms, but we can begin making reservations NOW with 
the intention of adding more if needed.  The hotel will be evaluat-
ing  our numbers periodically, so I suggest you make the calls 
was soon as possible.  The number to call: 1-800-535-7830, 
code TAC.  Also the hotel number is 504-581-1600 and Laci 
Dempsey is the Sales coordinator if you have any questions. 
 The agenda so far will include city tours, a jazz luncheon 
cruise, visit to a plantation, the World War II Museum and can-
teen luncheon show plus some “down south” meals at selected 
restaurants.  During this fall I plan to secure some reasonable 
transportation to shuttle us around. We are a block away from 
one of the pickup spots for the Hop-On-Hop-Off Bus which is an-
other great way to “do your own thing.”    
 Louisiana has had a bad time this summer and hopefully 
will be recuperated in time for our visit. It’s a historic city and 
plenty to keep us busy.  Planning the events is a welcome chal-
lenge for me and so I hope to see many smiling faces checking 
in next May.  Till Next Newsletter and the registration forms. 
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  Views From Vic-                    The President’s Corner 
  It’s a done deal:  The AMC Museum at Dover AFB will get aircraft 389 from MacDill!!!  Mike 
Leister, the current director of the Dover museum, sent me a message and called me last month 
with this news.  MacDill has a new staff person who advises the wing commander, who is also new, 
on such things as maintenance costs on the base.  He convinced the CO that the cost of maintain-
ing 389 just wasn’t worth it and that an F-4 that was also on display had to be destroyed when it 
was condemned by inspectors from the National Museum of the Air Force.  Since the Dover muse-
um and the TAC Tankers had already committed to implementing this project, it became a done 
deal. 
 There have been some questions concerning how much money we would contribute, what it 
would be used for and when we would send it.   I have a 2009 message to Nate Hill and board offic-
ers indicating that we had already promised $25,000 in matching funds for the movement of our air-
craft.  This money was obtained from dues in our account and money that was left over from spe-
cial donations for the Wright-Patterson memorial fund.       
 Mike Leister is retiring soon, but he has assured me that his replacement has been fully 
briefed and is “on our side” in this matter.  However, the Dover has no money remaining  for this 
project in this fiscal year for packing 389, but their foundation will be able to replenish these funds in 
the next fiscal year.            
 Lastly, during the business meeting in San Diego, we voted for the locations of the reunions 
to follow our 2017 meeting in New Orleans.  The totals at the business meeting plus those I re-
ceived afterward are as follows:  San Antonio 34, Branson 28; Dayton 22; Chesapeake 3 and Oma-
ha 1.  See you in New Orleans in 2017 and San Antonio in 2018. 
 As Always, Adios for now.    Vic 

Board Chairman’s Corner                             By Bill WolfordTo all 
TAC Tanker families.   

    Things have been very hectic at our house these past few days.  Friday, 2 Sept, was the 
wedding rehearsal and dinner for our daughter Fran's wedding, which took place Saturday morning, 
3 Sept.  Everything was wonderful.  We had about 160 people for the wedding and reception, which 
took place at our church at 9 am.  This was the first morning wedding I'd ever attended, but very ex-
citing being Father of the Bride.            
 We had friends and family from all over the world and celebrated our 61st wedding anniver-
sary on Sunday, 4 Sept.  Due to all of these preparations and exciting happenings, I only have a few 
things to share with all of our wonderful members.  First, and most important, please get out and 
vote 'early and often', as the saying goes.  Encourage your families and friends to vote also.  This 
may be the most important federal election in our lifetime.   I don't presume to tell you how to vote, 
but think about the many important decisions and appointments the next president will have to 
make, especially to the Supreme Court.  This will affect our children, grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren, etc.  Our country truly is at a crossroads and needs our prayers and support.   

God bless you all. 

Bill Wolford 
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 Have a Glimpse of New Orleans 

 

 Ride and dine on a Paddlewheeler, the 
Steamboat Natchez.      

Visit Jackson Square and the French  
Quarter. 

Tour any of the many beautiful Plantations. 

Listen to the many sounds around the city. 

Spend time browsing the new National WWII 
Museum and take in a canteen show and  
lunch.   

Get in the New Orleans swing at BB King’s 
restaurant. 
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman 

  Once again Mother Nature has shown her 
power and wrath with the severe storm that struck Ba-
ton Rouge Louisiana and surrounding communities in 
August. This has been described as a 1000 year event 
and was not expected to cause the flooding that New 
Orleans had experienced with Hurricane Katrina.  
 I contacted members who live in Louisiana and 
nearby states to see if they were impacted by the 
storm, and the only ones who were are Frank and 
Cheryl Jeanmard, who live in Baton Rouge. They had 
attended the San Diego Reunion and returned home 
never anticipating what they would experience later. 
 Fortunately, they were able to get vehicles and 
some of their important items out before the water 
flooded their home to between 6-7 feet. I talked to 
Frank the following week after they were able to return 
home. Along with family and friends, he was stripping 
carpet,  drywall and ruined furniture out so they could 
start rebuilding. Our thoughts and prayers are with him 
and Cheryl.     The first hurri-
cane of the season has hit Florida with damaging winds 
and some heavy flooding. So far, all of the members 
I’ve contacted are doing OK. As it continued up the At-
lantic coast, I hope those in its path are safe. With the 
winter storm season approaching, it looks like I will be 
making a lot more phone calls.   
   Natalie asked if I could write a 
little something about the TTA groups that get together 
around the country. I think the first was started in Vir-
ginia by Carel Humme and Warren “Rufe” Mewborn 
with TAC Tanker people from that area. Sadly, over the 
years they have lost a number of their members, while 
others have been unable to attend due to health issues. 
I talked to Gary Myers and he said they still try to meet 
whenever they can.     The next 
was started in Warner Robins GA by Curly Wright, Don 
Bill and Gil Switzer. They also have had members pass 
away or suffer from health problems, but there are still 
four who continue meeting for breakfast at the local 
Cracker Barrel.   Then comes our West 
Coast group that started in October 2009 by Clarence 
Veino and myself. For several years we met at Travis 
AFB, but security issues started to become a problem, 
so we now meet at Home Town Buffet in Fairfield. We 
have met for lunch once a month for the past seven 
years despite losing six of the original group.   
 As an added bonus, we have had Ken Kruger 
come over from Reno NV to join us several times. TTA 
President Vic Ventura, me as VP and Al Desin on the 
Board of Directors would almost make this seem like 
our version of the Western White House. If any of you 
would like to start a group like we have, it just involves 
looking through the Yellow Book for people in your area 
and making some phone calls.  

   Remember to vote November 8th.  
 _____________________________  
       
       
       
   — 

 

 

 

Top to Bottom: 1-Southern Chapter’s last four 
meeting at Warner Robins Cracker Barrel.            2
- Northern California Chapter’s first meeting at Fair-
field Restaurant October 2009.    3-No.Chapter 
switches to Travis AFB.        (More pics on page 8.)            
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Obits of Members  
Fred S. Cookerly, III (429th) 
   Fred S. Cookerly III, age 75, born September 11,1940 in Harrisburg PA, died Saturday, April 16th, 
2016 at the York Hospital. Fred was the loving husband of Mary E. (Moul) Cookerly with whom he 
shared fifty-three years of marriage.  

   He was a member of St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Hanover, a member of VFW Post 2506,  
American Legion Post #14 and was a Life Member of the TAC Tankers Association.  He was a grad-
uate of Eichelberger High School in 1959 and remained the class treasurer until his passing. He re-
tired in 2004 having worked as a millwright supervisor for over forty years. Fred was a veteran of the 
United States Air Force having served his country proudly.  Fred enjoyed collecting toy trains, was a member of the 
Train Collectors Association, was a NASCAR fan, and an avid fan of University of Alabama Crimson Tide Football team. 

James H Gamble (420th RAF Sculthorpe) 
    James Hugh Gamble died Saturday August 20th 2016 in Harbor City CA. He was 78 and a Life 
Member of TAC Tankers.  Born November 29th 1937 in Kilgore, Texas, he was the eldest of three 
children. He showed an early interest in craftsmanship and flight. As a young boy, he constructed his 
own puppets and performed marionette shows throughout high school and college. After graduating 
from the University of Oklahoma with a degree in aeronautical engineering, he joined the Air Force in 
1960. After 4 years of being stationed in Europe, he was hired as a pilot by Continental Airlines and 
settled with his wife Martha “Marty” Gamble on the Palos Verdes Peninsula in California where they 
raised two daughters. Jim and his fellow puppeteers were regular performers at Fourth of July cele-
brations in Rancho Palos Verdes.   In 2007 Jim suffered a brain injury during a biking accident, but he and Francine, his 
second wife, who he married in 2015, were able to attend the TAC Tankers San Diego Reunion in May. They were cele-
brating their one-year anniversary with family over the August 20th weekend when he died unex-
pectedly. 

Ronald J Taylor (421st, 427th, 429th, 431st, 622nd) 
 Ronald J Taylor was born June 27, 1937 in Frostburg, Maryland and died August 6, 2016 
in Ocala, Florida. He was the son of Elmer & Margaret Taylor of Wrights Crossing, Maryland.  He 
was a Chief Master Sergeant in the US Air Force and retired after 32 years of honorable service 
to our country.  He served as Commander of local VFW Post 4781 for several years, was a prom-
inent member of the honor guard. and a Life Member of TAC Tankers  He is survived by his be-
loved wife Margie, children and grandchildren. Graveside services were held Friday, August 19, 
2016 at 11:00 AM at Florida National Cemetery.  

Reverend Frederick Seth Cook (421st) 
    Rev. Frederick "Fred" Seth Cook was born on March 31, 1937 in Milwaukee WI, and passed 
away on Monday August 22nd 2016 in Glencoe MN.  On December 14th 1957, Fred was united 
in marriage with Grace Ethel Calkin. He entered active military service with the USAF and served 
from 1958-1962 during the pre/active Vietnam War.  Fred received an Honorable Discharge in 
1962 in Sacramento, CA and furthered his education at Danville Community College in Danville, 
IL.  He then attended Missouri Synod Lutheran Seminary in Springfield, IL, graduated from the 
seminary in 1977 in Fort Wayne, IN and was ordained at Trinity Lutheran Church in Danville the 
same year. 

    Fred is survived by his wife, Grace Cook of Norwood Young America, MN;  Fred and Grace shared over 58 years of 
marriage. and their marriage was blessed with eight children:  He was a Life Member of TAC Tankers. 

June Hodges Boehler.     June was born in Henderson, Texas, June 11, 1933 and passed to 
a better life June 21, 2016.     Raised in Joinerville, Texas and graduated from Kilgore College 
where she was Drum Major of the Ranger Band and accompanied the Kilgore Rangerettes to the 
Cotton Bowl and to Soldier Field in Chicago.  Married Ernest "Ernie" Boehler at Williams Air Force 
Base on June 30, 1955.  She was a exemplary military wife, involved in the various activities at the 
different bases where they were stationed.  She served as President of the Officers Wives Club at 
James Connally Air Force Base Texas, and at Twelfth Air Force Headquarters.  Active in Beta Sig-
ma Phi she held all offices, was three times Woman of the Year, and Sweetheart of the annual 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/air-force/?personid=179665394&affiliateID=488


6 

 New Book on RAF Sculthorpe, including the 
420th 

 Carol and I were traveling in Britain in Au-
gust, and we like to haunt bookstores wherever 
we go. I had brought a list of books I wanted to 
look over and maybe buy.  Aha!  In Cambridge I 
found a copy of a recent book on the history of 
RAF Sculthorpe Airfield, home of the 420th Air 
Refueling Squadron from 1955 to 1964.   
 The book is Sculthorpe, Secrecy and 
Stealth: A Norfolk Airfield in the Cold War.  It 
was written by Peter B. Gunn and published in 
2014.  The title is overblown; there is only one 
chapter about some classified missions flown by 
the RAF and the USAF 1952-55.  While fascinat-
ing and factually correct, 
the story has been out in 
the unclassified world 
since about 1994.  But the 
publisher needs to sell 
books, thus the title. 
 The book actually 
covers the entire history of 
the airfield, from its incep-
tion in 1943, through its 
use by the USAF 1949-
1992, as a British military 
training area, and finally 
derelict status.  The pres-
ence and role of the 420th is adequately covered, 
but its interest to any 420th veteran would proba-
bly be in the details about the airfield itself and 
the nearby communities and people.  So I do 
recommend that folks try to obtain a copy.  I 
have found copies available on my favorite book-
buying website, www.abebooks.com, for about 
$15.  Check it out!  (FYI: I do not get a cut!) 
 Two bits are worth mentioning right now.  
First, there are two photos showing the crew of 
Captain Joe R. Rowen beneath KB-29P 44-
84120 in 1956.  They were supplied by a British 
resident who had attended the nearby North 
Creake school with two of Capt Rowen’s chil-
dren.  No other aircrew members (three other 
officers & six enlisted) are mentioned by name.   
I cannot get a reproducible image good enough 
to enclose in this Tanker Tales, but I will contact 
the book’s author to try to get better images of 

these photos as well as others in the book of in-
terest.  If so, maybe 420th vets could then identify 
the other aircrew members    
 I did check out Joe Rowen’s name in our 
TTA yellow book and also in the TTA website.  
He is not listed anywhere.  So I checked our ar-
chives and found one important mention of him.  
He was a veteran 420th member going back to 
Alexandria AFB (later England AFB), where on 
23 September 1954 a 420th KB-29 crew led by 
Capt Robert W. Kapfhamer conducted the first 
air-to-air refueling (of four F-84Fs) in the history 
of Tactical Air Command.     
 Then-1st Lt Joe Rowen was the copilot on 
that historic mission.  The 420th had been activat-
ed at Alexandria on 18 March that year, and re-
ceived its first KB-29 (a SAC hand-me-down) on 
10 June.  Numerous maintenance and training 
problems ensued, but the 420th succeeded in be-
coming operational and deployed to Sculthorpe 
in October 1955.  The rest is our history. Look for 
further info from this book as I attempt to get 
some of these images.  One way or another, I 
plan to reveal a tale about a young British kid in 
the Sculthorpe area who “defected in place” by 
becoming an all-star baseball player.  Stay 
tuned! 

    

Historian’s Corner                                                   by John Bessette 

Northern portion of RAF Sculthorpe, August 1956.  At least 
16 420th KB-29s are shown on the disused NW/SE runway. 

http://www.abebooks.com
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Book Review Column       By Jim “Pappy” Boyington  

 Three Book Reviews 

 American Soldier, General Tommy Franks, U S CIC CENTCOM led American and Coalition 
Forces in Iraq, 2003, Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
               
 Plan of Attack, is Bob Woodward’s account of our nation’s decision to preemptively attack Iraq . Both 
these books were published in 2004, only months after Saddam fell. I invite you to compare/contrast these two 
versions of the same events. 

  Honor Bound,  an account of how two Navy Seals came to be recipients of the MOH, came to me cour-
tesy of Walt Larimer. We share interest in man’s courage, survival, loyalty, and most of the entire honor that mili-
tary men exhibit in combat. My admiration of Seals began in 1965 during an evasion exercise on Taiwan. After 
evading several days, I along with several others were cared for by local Special Forces.  We were then trans-
ported to the beach where a US Navy Seal team transported us in their rubber boats to a submarine for evacua-
tion. Needless to say, I was impressed. I was even more impressed after spending a few days at the same hotel 
with them in Taipei during the debriefing session. This well written book is beyond belief, but true. One episode 
is the factual account of how Bat 21 was rescued. Another is how a Seal saved the life of his team leader, who 
had been shot in the head. In the midst of a fire-fight, he scooped up the wounded lieutenant and swam him out 
to sea to a rescue craft. Take a deep dive into the world of these remarkable warriors. A must read, to be shared 
with your grandchildren and their children. 

  American Soldier, The life and times of Tommy Franks, the making of a proper General.  How does a 
carefree, unruly youth, a UT Arlington flunk out, grow to such heights? He was blessed with the core values, 
demonstrated by his mom and dad that laid a solid foundation. Enlisting in the US Army in August 1965, he be-
came a model soldier and entered Artillery OCS one year later. Graduating on Valentine’s Day 1967, he had or-
ders to Panama for jungle training, then on to Vietnam. 

  Slowing down long enough to become engaged, he arrived in Bien Phuoc in the Delta region and started 
his artillery spotter duties. His skill soon found him serving the battalion commander, directing 105 mm howitzer 
fire from aircraft and helicopters. After mid- term R&R in Australia, he decided the army was not for him. He 
would return to Australia to drink the great beer and chase the willing ladies. In a drunken state, he wrote a “Dear 
Jane” letter to his fiancé and mailed it. 

  Having regained his senses, he soldiered on; wounded several times, he received three very legitimate 
Purple Hearts. A brilliant general, author of the plan that toppled Saddam and freed millions of Iraq Citizens at 
minimal cost in blood and treasure, our nation was fortunate on two levels. Franks was the man for the job, and 
both President Bush and Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld had confidence in him. 

  General Franks was furious when in May, 2002 the Los Angeles Times contained a detailed account of a 
Top Secret meeting held the previous month between himself and his component commanders concerning pos-
sible military action to remove Saddam Hussein.  He complained to his boss, Rumsfeld. The Secretary of De-
fense then had a series of “Come to Jesus” meetings with the Service Chiefs and his staff to discourage leaks. 
They slowed down, but as we know, they continue to this day. 

  An elaborate scheme of deception was incorporated in the plan that convinced Saddam the major thrust 
would come from the north, through Turkey. It worked to perfection. It took four tries and a rewrite to satisfy both 
the Secretary of Defense and the President, and to obtain an order to proceed. Such war planning normally 
takes years. General Franks and his staff accomplished it in months while maintaining a good measure of secre-
cy. We and 30 million Iraq citizens, who had a shot at a better life, owe a debt of gratitude to General Franks. 
The mission was completed in far less time than it took to plan it and gain approval. 

  Plan of Attack, the account of the decision for the United States to form a preemptive attack against the 
Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq, was written by Bob Woodward of the Washington Post and Watergate fame. It 
consists of several dozen Interviews of the top officials concerning events both prior to and during the Bush 
Presidency, including the President, his top staff, the Cabinet, and the CIA. It includes Woodward’s personal in-
terpretation and analysis of these interviews and his estimates of “what were they thinking”. He strives to be ob-
jective, but there is much subtle and not so subtle bias.                          (Continued on page 8)        Pap-
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py (Cont/ from, page 7) There are candid looks at the personalities and the interpersonal relationships of 
the people who formed our national policy during this period. (High-class gossip). You get too go far into the 
“Sausage Factory” we call our government. It’s not pretty. Lot of maneuvering (inter service rivalry for one) un-
justified high opinions of one’s ability, herd mentality, resistance to change, not invented here, and resistance to 
accept reality. Just like today. On the whole, an excellent report by an accomplished reporter. He “calls them as 
he sees them”, but being human, not always with complete accuracy. But understandable, since all the “facts” 
were not in at the date of publication.  Few have the stature to take up so much time of our leaders. We owe 
Bob Woodward for this rare look behind the curtain. 

  For another look, President George Bush’s book ‘Decision“, published in 2010 clarifies many of the puz-
zles presented in these earlier publications.  I read for understanding, education, inspiration and pleasure. This 
trio exceeded my expectations on all counts; “Decisions” is a work in progress. Hope you also find it so. Check 
out the reviews on Amazon and see what others found worthy or not so worthy of these selections. 

More Northern California Chap-
ter Photos:                        
Top: At Travis April 2010    (note 
the ladies are still   coming) 
                          
Middle:    The group now goes to 
the Hometown Café in Vacaville 
July 2011.     
                                      
Bottom:  Same place, July 2016  
(oops-where are the ladies??) And 
who’s the guy without a “cover?” 

Lou’s Add-
Ons from 
page 4 


