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Time is Getting Short for the San Diego Reunion
Alas, the hour is near and your registrations need to be
here by April 15 as well as the hotel reservations. Please don’t
pass up this opportunity to join us for a great gathering in a marvelous military city.
Due to the urging of Jake Jacobson and Lou Chapman, I
contacted our previous vendor for shirts, hats and mementos,
General Graphics, and found a requested shirt –polo with collar
and pocket. The order went in and they are DONE and awaiting
our trek to San Diego for the Hospitality Room. They are top
notch in style and have our multi-organization logo over the
pocket. You “shoppers” out there will be impressed.
Since this is an even number year, we will be having a
business meeting and memorial service to remember our past
members-a list that is getting longer each year, unfortunately.
One of the business topics to be discussed will be our up and
coming reunion sites. New Orleans was our third choice in the
vote in Valley Forge, but we may revisit this choice as some officers have concerns. We suggest that if you have any other options to bring those to the business meeting.
SPECIAL REQUEST: My list of those winning door prizes in Sarasota had a void spot and I need to know who won one
of the Circus Quilts with the big tent panel in the middle. Also
there was a tote bag with a stuffed lion inside. HELP!
Attention any Aviation Cadets out there!
I have a
copy of a booklet : “Beyond high school; Recollections of a
fledgling Aviation Cadet Pilot.” If you were in the cadet program years ago, you might enjoy recalling those years. Please
contact me by email or phone and I will get this gem to you.
Well, that’s it until we meet again in San Diego. Don’t forget the muus and aloha shirts for the luaus and get those registrations in ASAP.
Take care of each other and have a great summer
(hopefully the snow will be melted soon). Natalie
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Views From Vic-

The President’s Corner

I am happy to report encouraging signals on the recovery of KB-50 389 from MacDill AFB to the
AMC museum at Dover. A month ago I sent a letter to the Chief of Staff USAF and copies to the 6th AMW
commander, and contacts in that staff, the NMUSAF at Dayton, and also to the Director of the AMC museum at Dover, Mr. Mike Leister. Mike has contacted me twice in the last two weeks asking for information on TAC’s forming of the Composite Air Strike Force and in general the role of KB-29s & KB-50s.
He has done this as he is being queried by higher ups as to the cost of the move, and I suppose, the stature of this refueling force in history. Please note that the cost of this move will be in the $75,000 range just
to move the aircraft and that the AMC museum is the only museum in the world dedicated to Airlift and Air
Refueling.
When I was first contacted by Mr. Leister, I immediately contacted all TAC Tanker officers and all
members of the board. We came to full agreement that we would contribute $25,000 to this effort as was
initially agreed upon about 9 years ago. Now we must wait and see what transpires. I don't think it will
take long since as of last year the NMUSAF has mandated that all aircraft on display must be kept up by
the displaying parties. This costs a lot so some aircraft have already been crunched.
On a different subject, I have been asked by members about changing venues for future reunions.
Or, maybe changing the time of year we have the reunion so that more members would have a better
opportunity to attend and the cost of lodging would be lessened. I think this should be discussed at the
annual meeting in San Diego, but for those not attending please let your druthers be known by contacting
someone on the board or someone who's going.
Thirdly, we would like to know how everyone feels about further individual donations to the Dover
museum once the aircraft is there, if that happens.
Chris and I are looking forward to seeing everyone in San Diego.
Adios for now, your President, Vic Ventura.

Board Chairman’s Corner

By Bill Wolford

Attention to all TAC Tanker members:
By the time you read this, Shirley and I will be in Israel. We are taking our youth pastor on a pastor’s
orientation tour with our good friends with Bell Wholesale Travel. The owner, Madeleine Cohen, is going to
be leading the tour herself and she is bringing her Rabbi wo it should be a very interesting tour. We are really looking forward to this. We haven’t been there for a few years and we kind of miss it and all of our
friends there.
Nothing really to report from Vermont this time. We’ve had a very mild winter with hardly any snow.
I’ve been taking care of Shirley’s mother’s and brother’s affairs. As you know, dealing with the government
in trying work out the complicated procedures for getting Philip, her brother, into Medicaid for his nursing
home care is driving me up the proverbial creek without a paddle. At the ripe old age of 82, which I attained
this past Saturday, I find it very difficult, because her brother is only 68, but has many physical and mental
problems. I thank God each day for our good health.
Looking forward to seeing you all in San Diego in May. I have always wanted to see the San Diego
Zoo. All you west coast tankers and friends make a special effort to be there as its always such a joy to see
you and have time to share with you.
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More of the San Diego Agenda We Plan to Do in May ‘16

Water, water everywhere !
(Top left) Sunday we
have our Dinner Cruise,
(Top right) Monday we
go to Seaport Village to
get our Trolley, and
(Bottom) Tuesday option to take a Ferry ride
to Coronado Landing.
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column
There are several things I need to cover
that will or should be of interest to our members.
First is the new way of distributing the Tanker Tales newsletter by sending it via computer it to
members who have valid e-mail addresses, and
printing a copy for those who don’t have a computer or access to one. If you have any changes
to your contact information; e-mail address,
phone number or physical address, be sure and
contact me so that I can update the database and
get the correct information in the 2016 Yellow
Book.
When I get a message back from the server that the e-mail address is not valid or not can’t
be delivered, it makes for a lot of calls to correct
this. The same goes for newsletters being returned because a member has moved. To resend it adds to our cost and takes a lot of time
that is unnecessary. So, a quick call to me would
be helpful.

by Lou Chapman

For the past few weeks I have been busy going through all of the renewal slips Nate kept over
the years, and have found that a number of past
members have passed away. I have added their
names to the Deceased Member page on our
website, and moved others from Active to Deceased. We have the obituaries for some of our
members in this issue, and if any of you hear of
others, please contact me so I can get their
names added to honor their service to Tactical
Refueling.
A special thanks to all of our members who recently renewed their membership. Checks were
received by me, sent to and deposited by our
Treasurer Gary Myers, and the database updated.

Lastly, when you can, look at the Guestbook
on the website, because we get postings from
people asking if anyone might remember them,
and from family members requesting if members
Next item is for those who are attending
remember their Dad who flew or worked on the
the San Diego reunion or are thinking about it.
KB-50’s. Sometimes a little information for them
Make sure you have a room reserved before the goes a long way to keeping memories alive.
cut-off date, so that when you arrive, you will
I look forward to seeing you in San Diego. In the
have a bed to sleep in instead of napping in the
meantime, stay healthy, wealthy and wise, or pick
lobby during your stay. When Natalie receives
two out of the three.
your Registration form, she lets me know and
your name goes up on the Attendees page on the __________________________________________
Membership Report:
website. So lets see if we can fill all the rooms
and have another successful reunion.
New 2 Year Member: Manuel Alegria-420
Also, since this is an even numbered year,
Renewed LIFE: Ronald Shoupe-429
we will be having a general membership meetJames McNeil-421
ing set for Wednesday afternoon. Anyone wish2 Year Renewals:
John Grant-427,429
ing to run for office needs to contact Bill WolEugene Henry-429,421
ford, Vic Ventura or Natalie to let them know that
Doug Herring-429
Myron Janzen-622,421
you are interesting in helping to keep TAC TankJames
Mueller-421
ers going as long as possible. Plus you will be
Art Pitts-420
asked to nominate future sites for reunions, and
Douglas Prenatt-622
why you feel your choices would be of interest to
James Schmitt-431
members. This will be done from the floor, so
Art Teneriello-427
William Tilton-622,431
start thing about cities that we can plan for.
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Obits of Members
Edmund B. Everette passed away on December 28, 2014. He is survived by his loving wife Maureen.
Ed was born in Lake City, Florida, attended the University of Florida with plans to teach and farm, but
the Korean War changed that. He enrolled in AFROTC and upon graduation was commissioned as a
lieutenant in the USAF. He completed flight training and served in the US and Japan (421st, 622nd)
before being stationed with the Tactical Air Command. He attended Command and Staff College, then
to the 4thATAF in Germany. Then came Vietnam where he was a squadron operations officer and
commander with Forward Air Control. He flew more than 600 hours of combat time and was awarded
numerous air medals including the DFC. He was assigned to the Joint Chiefs of Staff in operations and
was briefer to the Chairman. His last assignment was Chief of Operations Air Base Group at Patrick
AFB. Ed obtained his FAA flight instructor ratings and employed by Florida Institute of Technology as a flight instructor and
professor. While there, he earned an MBA, held various positions including Dean of the School of Aeronautics and President
of FIT Aviation. During his tenure, the School of Aeronautics grew to over 850 students and averaged 50,000 flight hours a
year. Ed obtained an FAA grant, to build the College of Aeronautics. After leaving FIT he was named Professor Emeritus
and became the Florida representative for the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association.
Maylo Gillis (Mac) MacDonald, Jr ( Mar- 1933-Sept. 2015) passed away at the age of 82, on
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 after a long battle with cancer in Hampton, VA. Retiring as a Senior
M/Sgt. Air Force veteran of 22 years, he served his country with distinction in both the Korean and Vietnam Wars while raising five children with Ann, his beloved wife of 54 years, who passed away in
2010. Maylo saw the world while serving, touching down on every continent. He served with the 421st
and the 429th Air Refueling Squadrons and was a prior member of TAC Tankers.

,Richard H. Foote (Oct. 1942-Dec. 2015), passed away December 19, 2015 in Thomas Jefferson
University Hospital in Philadelphia, after a brief illness. He was 73. A memorial service was held on
Saturday, January 16 at the Lansdale Presbyterian Church. He leaves behind Martha (Tuckey)
Foote, his wife of 54 years.
Mr. Foote was a veteran of the US Air Force. He was a Life Member of the Towamencin Volunteer
Fire Company having served since the early 1970s. Recently, he worked as a crossing guard with
the Towamencin Police Department at General Nash Elementary School. Dick was a motorcycle
enthusiast and member of the Chapter "Y" Gold Wing Road Riders Association. He was active on a
number of committees at Brittany Pointe Estates where he also served as Fire Marshal. Richard was with the 427th Air Refueling Squadron at Langley VA, and was a Life Member of the TAC Tankers.
Charles John Monka, 87, USAF, Ret., took his final flight on January 31, 2016. He was born September 14, 1928 to Jerome and Evelyn Monka in Manitowoc, WI, graduated in 1947 from Lincoln High
School, Manitowoc, WI and joined the Air Force to serve in conflicts in Korea and Vietnam, retiring as a
T/Sgt. On August 17, 1950, he married Carol A. Zeddies from Manitowoc WI, in Sequin, Texas. After
retirement he was employed by Hamilton Aircraft and Duval Sierrita Copper Mine in Green Valley AZ.
He was active in the Boy Scouts and Little League Baseball with his sons. He was also an active local,
regional and national officer with the IOF, AFSGT Association, a TAC Tankers Life Member and an
active supporter of the Pima Air Museum in Tucson. He enjoyed traveling around the world, RVing the
USA and Mexico, golf and fishing. Burial was at the So. Arizona Veterans Memorial Cemetery, .
Robert W. Harris (Jan. 1918- Jan. 2016), passed away few days after celebrating his 98th birthday with
family. Robert spent his early childhood in New York , Florida, and Southern California. He attended
Chaffey JC and UCLA, entering the U.S. Army Air Forces Aviation Cadet Training Program in 1942. By
1943, he was piloting B17 missions over Germany with the 91st Bomber Group from England. On November 2, 1944, he was shot down over Germany during his 29th mission and became a POW until liberated.
Robert distinguished himself as a pilot, nuclear weapons officer, unit commander, and senior headquarters staff officer until retiring as a Colonel in 1972. Robert’s first wife Marian Hope Cutland, passed away
in 1999. He later married Carolyn Scheuer and enjoyed 16 happy years before she passed away in 2015. He was the 427th
Squadron Commander in April 1962, 622nd Refueling Squadron Commander in October 1962, was with the 431st at Biggs
AFB , and a Life Member of the TAC Tankers. He was laid to rest
5 at Tahoma National Cemetery.

Historian’s Corner

by John Bessette

More Input on the KB-50 Role in the Cuban
Missile Crisis

due to leave the Air Force the next day. All went
OK, the mission was aborted, and he did leave
as scheduled!

I have received info from KB veterans who have
responded about the part they played in the OctNov 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. Jim Holbrook
(who had been in the 429th, 431st, 420th, and the
4505th Wing) notified me that the 431st did send
KB-50s to McCoy AFB, Florida, on 21 October.
This was confirmed by Britt Glover, who told me
the same tale (I was with the 429th at McCoy, but
only recalled the 427th as supplying additional
crews. He recalls that the 431st sent five or six
tankers with support people to McCoy, arriving
there on 21 October. Here are his words, lightly
edited:

Another 622nd veteran (whose name I did not get
on the phone) told me he had deployed from
England AFB to MacDill AFB and stayed on
alert. He says that “on that infamous day” of the
aborted launch MacDill launched five aircraft.
They got down to just southwest of Key West,
Florida, when the recall was received and they
returned to MacDill.
So keep sending me your memories. The picture becomes a bit clearer with each addition.

“We arrived on 21 October and returned to El
Paso 30 November. We didn’t fly our first mission until 31 October [after standing ground alert
during the height of the Crisis as previously described. Lots of alert time. Nate Hill [429th] was
the briefing officer for all our missions.
“I think it was our first big mission from McCoy
and it consisted of about eight aircraft with several ground spares. We sheared a starter shaft on
the #3 engine during the start attempt. Nate was
the launch officer and he stuck his head through
the entrance hole and asked me what I intended
to do. I told him we were going to get a “buddy”
start from the KB-50 just ahead of us. We did
and none of the spares were needed. A real motivated group.
“I also remember the bus rides [from and] to Orlando AFB until we were finally assigned quarters at McCoy. We all made a lot of interesting
friends during that Crisis.

Refueling an F-100 from 354th TFW, Myrtle Beach AFB
SC, during CASF Bravo.

Same F-100 on left reel. Note straight probe on the fighter
– hard for pilot to home-in on drogue.

“One interesting sidebar: exactly 20 years later
[1982], at McCoy [it had become Orlando International Airport], Harry Scott (ex-429th) and I participated in a Boeing 727 endurance flight. Who
would ever have guessed?”
I received another reply from Lon Vaughn
(622nd). He couldn’t pin down the exact date, but
he recalls that the 622nd launched 4 tankers from
home (England AFB, LA) [most likely on the misQuote Jerry Reed: “That’s me and Bill Szanyi, Airman Lartaken launch day mentioned in earlier historian
ry Weatherholtz,SSgt Mayo MacDonald and unknown ofarticles]. He says he was hoping not to get dificer. (note car in background.)
verted, because his enlistment was up & he was
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Book Review Column

By Jim “Pappy” Boyington

A dark side of the NFL was revealed in a movie released on Christmas Day last year. Haven’t seen
it. No comment. The basis of the movie is the book by the same title, "Concussion". It takes us on one wild
ride. The author Jeanne Marie Laskas met Dr. Bennet Omalu while researching an article for GQ Magazine
in 2009. In 2002, in his capacity as a forensic pathologist, Dr. Omalu had performed an autopsy on a suicide
victim, former Pittsburg Steeler center, "Iron Mike" Brewster. Perplexed, he carefully prepared slides of Mike's
brain tissue for further study. After a necessary, but lengthy side trip to Nigeria to explain the doctor’s heritage, the author continues. She details the ups and downs of his stay as a foreign student, here on a student
visa. Also, Dr. Omalu’s amazing quest for knowledge and his achievement, becoming board certified in all
aspects of forensic science, anatomic, clinical, forensic and neuropathology. This prepared him for the odyssey to come. His story, a true epic, is that of a modern David and Goliath. All this, while immersed in a culture
totally foreign to him. The loving support of his wife, his family and a friend or two helps him survive betrayal,
treachery, deceit and malice. A most remarkable man who used his talent to help people who were seemingly beyond help.
Dr. Omalu told the world of what he found while examining Mike's brain tissue in
the July 2005 issue of "Neurosurgery". He called it CTE, Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy. What follows is a slugfest between the NFL, the so called experts it had hired to
conceal guilt and the creditable scientist and lawyers with a concern for justice and the
player’s health. Retired NFL players continued dropping like flies. Each suicide death
started another round of lawsuits, brain snatching and competing opinions. The NFL's
hired lackeys had submitted 16 articles to the Journal of Neurosurgery, debunking Dr.
Omalu's three. The NFL had teams studying the problem. Better helmets, and more
strict rules were introduced. The fix was in. The NFL maintained there is no possible way repeated blows to
the players head could be positively linked to deterioration of the matter in their brain. To this day, the NFL
has continued to "study the problem", going so far as to provide thirty million dollars to the National Institute of
Health, while planting their chosen man to head the study.
Undoubtedly at the advice of legal counsel, both the movie and the book have had to display some
restraint in calling out the NFL. The NFL has never admitted guilt as to the charge it had not properly informed
the players of the risk of brain injury. The link between CTE and football remains an enigma, requiring further
study. Paid experts continue to dazzle juries. Today, Federal Judge Anita Brody approved a settlement in the
lawsuit between the NFL and the Players. It calls for a payment up to five million dollars to a deceased player
with CTE. CTE can only be determined by studying the brain of the dead. But only those players dead prior
to the filing of the initial law suit qualify. Ken Stabler, Raider QB, recently deceased, had CTE. His family will
not get a dime of the CTE money.
If you are a forensic "junky" like me, having studied under Dr. Quincy, NCIS, CSI, Law and Order and
Cold Case Files, this is your cup of tea. You can connect the dots yourself. If you have loved ones engaging
in sports that involve head bashing, I encourage you to learn as much as you can about
CTE. Informed consent is a must. We all did foolish things growing up, but somehow we
made it. Be sure they understand the effects of repeated blows to the head. Dr. Omalu
has made it abundantly clear it’s accumulative and can be very, very ugly.
P.S Doctor Omalu, a naturalized U.S citizen, was born in Nigeria and currently lives in Lodi CA with his
wife and two children. He is the Chief Medical Examiner for San Joaquin County, and is a Professor at UC
Davis Department of Medical Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. He will have a book called “The Truth
Doesn’t Have A Side” coming out in the fall of 2017.
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Bits and & Pieces from Walt Larimer
KC-46 Tests Boom and Drogue (an article by John A Tirpak, 10/14/15 in the Air Force Magazine)
“The first Boeing KC-46A Pegasus tanker fully equipped with refueling gear extended go the
its boom-type and probe-and-drogue-type equipment in two separate test flight last week, according
to the Air Force. Drogue hoses and baskets-the gear needed to refuel, Navy, Marine Corps and
many types of allied aircraft—were deployed from the centerline and wing pod stations during an
Oct. 8 flight, and the flying boom was extended on a flight the next day. The flights were, respectively, the third and fourth for the prototype tanker, which made its first flight Sept. 25. Air Force
tanker program executive officer Brig. Gen. Duke Richardson, in a statement, said the tests signal
“rel progress” toward the goal of demonstrating an in-flight refueling. Such a test, likely with and F16, is tentatively scheduled for late this year or early next year, a Boeing spokesman said.
The boom is to be capable of passing 1,200 gallons per minute of fuel,
whereas the drogue systems on the KC46 are to be able to pass 400 gallons per
minute. The KC-46 is designed to refuel
one boom-type aircraft or up to three
drogue-type aircraft at a time. Air Force
Secretary Deborah Lee James, speaking
at ASC15 last month, said the KC-46 program has consumed all its schedule marThe KC-46A Pegasus Tanker deploys the centerline boom for the
gin, but she and Richardson both said
first time Oct. 9, 2015. The boom is the fastest way to refuel airthey expect Boeing to meet its obligation
craft at 1,200 gallons per minute.
to deliver 18 KC-46s by August 2017.”

A later edition of the magazine printed the following update.
Another Pegasus First—The KC-46A was refueled for the first time by a KC-10 flying over Washington State, as part of the aircraft’s Milestone C process, according to Boeing. The capability
“increases the aircraft’s operational flexibility,” the company posted on Twitter. The Feb.13 flight is
another first for the next generation aerial tanker, which just three days prior used its hose and
drogue system to refuel land aircraft in flight.
The KC-46 also in January performed
its first aerial refueling, passing 1,600 pounds
of fuel to an F-16C during a test flight from
Edwards AFB, Calif. The company plans to
build 179 KC-46s for the Air Force, to replace
the service’s aging tanker fleet.
The KC-46A being refueled by a KC-10 over
Washington State on Feb 13, 2016.
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