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Another Big Reunion is TAC History
Hopefully, all you NOLA visitors have returned home safe and
sound. The weather was a bit nippy for some of us, but generally speaking the blue skies were above most of the time.
Reflections: Our meals, transportation and attractions were
right on target. I realize that the WWII museum had much more
than we had time for on Wednesday, but if you ever get back to
New Orleans, that is worth a follow-up visit. The hotel bent over
backwards to help us with needs in the Hospitality Room and
preparations for the Banquet (which I did not note in my contract
was to be on the 8th floor, not the first).
I have pulled my folder for the 2008 San Antonio reunion and
will be digging out the old agenda to see what we DID not do before and try to set up an attractive itinerary for next spring. The
city is filled with US military history and I think a tour of the major
sights would be part of the “adventure.” There is more than the
Alamo in San Antonio! I am open to suggestions if you know of
a place there or an eatery we would like, just send me an email.
Congrats to our Banquet winners:
Quilts: Walt, Larimer, Charlie Clark, Jay Dohner and Pat
Selfridge;
Totes: Tex Arnold, Pug Hoover (who said he didn’t need
another quilt), Al Desin (and grandson Cy) and Ellen Dodd.
Gifts donated by Jeanmards went to Gary Myers, Karl
Boehm, and Darlene Ellis. John Bessette chose the New Orleans book donated by Oscar Hannibal.
Two
framed cross stitch pics donated by the Caddells went to Dave
Abell and Bob Schleihs.
Centerpieces
were won by Annella Szanyi, Oscar Hannibal, Vic Ventura and
Harry Hansen. Bernie Garrah won a KB-50 Photo.
More
scoop on our Next reunion– San Antonio to be shared in the
September Issue. Happy Summer!!! Natalie
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Views From VicThe President’s Corner
The New Orleans bash was great. Natalie
had everything set up to a tee so it all ran smoothly.
Lou Chapman added soo much, working all year as
he always does coming up with new members and
their stories. There was a lot of new stuff brought in
by attendees: photos, books and the like.
Our next reunion is in the books as voted upon during our last business meeting (San Diego), and
is scheduled for San Antonio, where we had a wonderful time on our last visit. It’s very easy to get
around there staying on the River Walk then taking
an elevator down and boarding a boat for a river
cruise and dinner. Lots of good memories there as
many of us started our AF lives at Lackland AFB.
I had many discussions in New Orleans with
just about all the attendees. Considering the following facts/points, I’d like each of you to consider how
you feel about future reunions, their locations and
how many more reunions might remain for us.

rial is there. Also the National Museum of the Air
Force has added an additional hangar for displays
and the Hope Hotel has been renovated.
5) One of these reunions in the not too far off future
will be our last.
6) To reduce the costs of travel and accommodations we might consider moving the reunion farther
from Memorial Day.
7) Have smaller “regional reunions”, 2-3 per year.
I would like to hear each of your thoughts in the next
six or so months. You may relay these thoughts/
ideas to me by:
A) Text (707)365-1941
B) Email vicveevee@gmail.com
C) Call (707) 455-8506 or above number. Leave
message. D) Mail Vic Ventura: 118 Foothill Dr.,
Vacaville, CA 95688
I would really like to hear from each of you.
As Always, Adios for now, Vic
Karl Boehm,
Vic Ventura,
Bob and Jan
Schleihs
sharing a
moment in
the Hospitality Room.

1) I’m 74 and one of the younger members.
2) Our pledge of $25,000 to the Dover Air Mobility
Museum is still on, provided they move aircraft #389.
If they don’t, what should we do with the money?
3) It has become more difficult to fund reunions due
to the dwindling numbers of attendees.
4) Consideration should be given to having another
reunion at Wright-Patterson as our dedicated memo-

Board Chairman’s Corner

by Bill Wolford

To All of Our TAC Tanker Friends: It was great seeing you all in New Orleans. I hope you enjoyed the reunion as much as we did . I especially enjoyed the WWII Museum. If we had gone there the first day, I night
have spent the whole time there. It was a wonderful museum. I just wish we had had more time.
Of all the other different things we did I really
enjoyed the luncheon cruise and the plantation
tour. The hotel was very nice At least they you
could turn the room AC off and warm up.
My greatest joy is seeing you all and renewing
friendships and sharing tales of daring do. I am
very excited about next year’s reunion in San
Antonio. I know Natalie will have a great program for us.

Oak Alley Visit-Shirley and I
are in TAC red shirts

We have added Harry Hansen to the Board of
Directors to replace Frank Boggs, who had to
step down due to health issues.
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I hope you all have a wonderful summer with
good health and safe landings.
Bill

What We Did In New Orleans

Charlie Clark, Roy Thompson,
and Gary Myers catching up.

Hospitality Room Holiday Inn Superdome

Two Sisters Dinner

Kathy and Harry Hansen

431st members at Mardi Gras Banquet

Fred and Cynthia Duck
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column

by Lou Chapman

The 2017 New Orleans Reunion is over, and although the turnout wasn’t what it has
been at past gatherings, it seems like all who attended had a great time. The Holiday Inn Superdome was in a good location downtown and close to the riverfront and the French Quarter.
We had first-rate service from the staff there and the views from our rooms on floors 8-16 were
beautiful both day and night. The Hospitality Room was in constant use and generally filled
each day. And to top all this off, the events Natalie had lined up were interesting , entertaining,
fun and “tummy filling”. It was agreed that San Antonio would be set for next year and there
was a roundtable discussion about our future. That I will leave for our President Vic to address.
You may notice that all of the people in the Obituary Column passed 6 months to 2 years
ago and are just now being inserted in the newsletter. The reason is, we were never notified,
and I learned of their death by searching the Internet. If any of you hear of any member passing, please call or e-mail me and I will locate their obituary and post it in the next Tanker Tales.
I hope to get the reunion photos finished as quickly as possible and post them on our
website. If any of those who attended took pictures and would send them to me, I can go
through them so that we have more than just the
ones I took.
Thanks to all who were able to attend this
years reunion and I hope to see more next year in
San Antonio.
Catching up in the Hospitality Room with me are
Matt Mathews, a spry 92 year old, on the left and
Treasurer Gary Myers, just spry, on the right.

More NOLA Flicks…...
Below: Trying on their masks at the Mardi Gras
Banquet are Annella Szanyi, Pappy Boyington, Jane
and Rod Schroeder.

Above: TAC Tanker members and guest at
the Canteen Luncheon and Show at the WWII
Museum in New Orleans..
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Obits of Members
Irvin "Roy” Marler went to be with the Lord on August 8th, 2016 while at
his home in Griffith, IN. He was born in Doniphan, MO on April 12, 1932.
He grew up in western KY, graduated from Greenville High School class of
1950 and remained in close friendship with all classmates. Roy retired from
the Air Force as a T/Sgt. and later from the Social Security Administration.
He was a lifetime member of the TAC Tankers Association and enjoyed traveling. He is survived by his wife, Wilodean Wynn Marler; 3 adult children,
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Lester J. Clark, Jr., 89, of New Carlisle, Ohio passed away peacefully at
his home surrounded by family, Monday, May 25, 2015. Born in Santa Ana,
California on August 30, 1925, he joined the US Army Air Corps after High
School and trained as a Navigator. He served in Germany immediately after
WWII and later in the Korean Conflict. Otherr postings included the 427th,
429th ARSs and the 4505th Wing. He was stationed at WPAFB in 1963 attaining the rank of Lt.Colonel. Lester earned a diploma from Northrop Aeronautical Institute, a
B.S. in Aeronautical Engineering from the Univ. of Illinois, and a M.S. in Systems Engineering
Reliability from the Air Force Institute of Technology. After retiring from active duty, he
worked in the Aeronautical Systems Division at WPAFB. Les was a TAC Tanker Life member.
Charles Lee “Charlie” Doty, 79 passed away September 11th, 2016 at his
home in Jamestown, California. He was born April 1st, 1937 in Greenfield, California. He was an in-flight refueling specialist (Boom and Reel) serving from
1956-1960. He was laid to rest at the King City Cemetery with the Air Force
Honor Guard performing Military Honors. Charlie served with the 421st and
was a Life member of TAC Tankers.
Jack Calvin Nicewander, (429th and Life Member) of Bentonville, Arkansas died December
21, 2016 at Circle of Life Hospice Legacy Village at the age of 87. He was born on October
28, 1929 in Battle Creek, Michigan. He was a 20 year veteran of the U.S. Air Force retiring as
a T/Sgt, having served in Korea and Viet Nam. After getting out of the military, Jack worked
for Alpine Air Charter Stapleton/Combs-Gate Colorado, was a flight instructor for Serve Air
and worked at NCAR. He also worked for U.S. Customs, Air Intersect, NAS North Island San
Diego, California and was a greeter at Wal-Mart. He is survived by his son and daughter. No
services were planned.
Barbara Ann Kocak, 73, of Milford CT, beloved wife of Andrew L. Kocak(421st), passed away peacefully on May 29, 2017, at Milford Hospital surrounded by her loving family. She was born on December 23,
1943, in Stamford, CT, and graduated from Stamford High School in 1961 where she became a member of the twirling squad. On June 19, 1965, she married the love of her life,
Andrew. Together they welcomed 6 children, who were the center of her world. Her
greatest quality was her ability to love. Barbara's family pays this tribute to her, "Barbara
Kocak lived for the happiness of others and was the epitome of true selflessness."
Barbara is survived by her husband, six children and eight grandchildren.
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Historian’s Corner

by John Bessette

A Photo Prompts a Search through the 429th
Squadron Histories

USAF component of our deterrent forces there.
If successful, this would become routine. For the
next 179 days the KB-29s were kept busy supWhile I was at the May reunion in New Orleans, I porting the 614th’s training missions, as well as
came across a lone photo of three men standing numerous displays and flights to familiarize US
in front of a 429th AREFS KB-50. On the reverse personnel and NATO allies with the new tactical
a description told me these were “Mundy-Foley- air refueling capability. This mission continued in
Morello, 1958.” Intrigued, I decided to search
January 1957, with two KB-29Ps from the 622nd
through our historical archives to see who these AREFS deploying to Aviano for another six
men were and what they might have been up to. months to support another F-84F squadron from
Here’s what I found.
England AFB.
I recalled the name “Morello,” so I started with
him. Sure enough, he popped up right away.
The 429th was activated at Langley AFB, Virginia, on 19 July 1954, the second TAC refueling
squadron and the oldest one to remain under
TAC (the first unit, the 420th, had been activated
the previous March at Alexandria AFB, Louisiana, and transferred to Great Britain under
USAFE control in September 1955). Captain
John M. Morello was the 429ths first operations
officer. He came to the 429th from the Langleybased 345th Bomb Group, where he had been an
ops officer, presumably in one of its B-26 Invader
squadrons. He was a World War II veteran and
must have had some B-29 experience. By the
end of 1954 he had presided over the arrival of
ten former SAC KB-29P tankers and numerous
officers and men who were to form the 429th’s
flying element. Training for these people was a
daunting task, but Capt Morello and other experienced aircrew launched a training program which
did the deed. Capt Morello himself flew the first
“dry” hookup mission on 1 October, and then first
“wet” hookup mission on 11 November. The receivers were F-84F fighters from the collocated
405th Fighter-Bomber Group.

On his return to Langley in December 1956, Capt
Morello became the 429th Maintenance Officer, a
position he retained until June 1958, when he
joined the new Langley-based 4505th Air Refueling Wing as the Assistant Wing Aircraft Maintenance Officer in its Maintenance Control Section.
He was a mainstay of the 429th from its beginning: he made it work. See his photo included
with this column.
“Mundy” was actually James W. Munday, first
noted in March 1955 as 2nd Lt Munday, a copilot
on a KB-29P which refueled an F-84F which set
a record-breaking coast-to-coast speed run. In
June he was a copilot on a record-setting 21hour nonstop KB-29P flight to Los Angeles and
back. He had probably joined the 429th in late
1954 right out of flying training. By spring 1958
1st Lt Munday was an aircraft commander and a
primary member of the KB-29P Aircraft Standardization Board.

MSgt James P. Foley is first mentioned as the
honor graduate in a three-week Ninth Air Force
NCO Academy class in early 1956. He was a
flight engineer in the 429th, and had over 15
years of service in the Army Air Forces and the
1955 and early 1956 saw the 429th become fully Air Force. He was married and had four chiloperational and experienced in its mission. Capt dren. His wife was a wartime veteran of the US
Morello continued as ops officer until June 1956, Marine Corps and had reached the rank of Serwhen he became responsible for the 429th’s first geant Major.
long duration TDY, Operation Lifebelt. This was
a 6-month TDY at Aviano AB, Italy, providing two Incidentally, in thmy “TAC Tanker Talk” I have a
photo of a 429 aircrew member being greeted
KB-29s to support the operations of the F-84Fth
equipped 614 Fighter-Bomber Squadron (from by his wife in December 1956, after that sixmonth Operation Lifebelt TDY. That photo is of
England AFB, Louisiana). Lifebelt was to test
MSgt and Mrs. Foley. That photo is included
the concept of TAC rotating combat air units to
with this column.
and from overseas theaters to strengthen the
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Other Tidbits of 429th History, 1954-1958

It wasn’t all refueling missions being flown
by the two KB-29s at Aviano, Italy, under
Operation Lifebelt. One of the aircraft
evacuated a dependent woman from Aviano to a hospital in Pisa. She was in serious condition with the possibility of internal
hemorrhaging very great. To reduce that
possibility, the aircraft flew at the minimum
safe altitude throughout the trip. On arrival
at Pisa the woman underwent immediate
and successful surgery. In another case,
the daughter of one of the 429th TDY personnel was scheduled to be operated on
back home. To get him to his daughter’s
bedside, a detachment KB-29 flew to Lajes, where he transferred to a Langleybased tanker, which flew him home in
time.

A trio of possibly interesting bits:
On 19 May 1956 Langley AFB was to host an
Armed Forces celebration and air show.
The first deliveries of the KB-50 replacement for the KB-29 were to have happened by that time, so plans were made to
showcase the aircraft at the show, including a “christening” ceremony for the new
type of refueler. The wife of the mayor of
nearby Hampton, Mrs. George Bentley,
was to do the honors. But deliveries to the
429th from Hayes Aircraft Corporation
(which had the contract to do the modifications) had been delayed. The decision:
“borrow” a KB-50 from Eglin AFB, Florida,
where testing of the new KB was happening. The aircraft arrived a day or so
ahead, watercolors were used to paint an
appropriate emblem on the nose, and the
KB went on display. Mrs. Bentley broke a
bottle of bubbly over the nose as she stated, “I christen thee Tri-Cities!” Crowds
surveilled the aircraft and all approved.
The next day, after the emblem had been
washed off, the KB flew back to Eglin.
Two KB-50s did arrive for the 429th by the
end of July, and the gradual KB-29 replacement began. By December the
squadron had 8 KB-50s and no KB-29s.

And finally, I discovered in the archives an
email exchange I had back in 2002 with
John G. Grant, who had been one of the
first copilots in the 429th. While there, he
was the designer of the 429th
squadron emblem, which was
formally approved by Hq
USAF on 1 December 1955.

MSgt John Foley, KB-29P
flight engineer, receives
warm welcome from his wife
upon returning from Italy 15
Dec 1956 on conclusion of
Operation Lifebelt.”

1955: Captain John M. Morello, Squadron Operations Officer and
SSgt. Fred V. Feamster, Air Refueling Specialist, inspect KB-29P
refueling boom upon completion of refueling mission.
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Book Review Column

By Jim “Pappy” Boyington

Books influence us. Recently, I was fortunate to meet Richard E. Cole, the last surviving crew member
of the Doolittle Raid. The first aircraft I had ever flown in was a B-25 (1953). The B-25 on display at the Air
Force Armament Museum near Eglin AFB is painted like Doolittle's. In 1964 I saw the case, the silver goblets
and brandy used at subsequent "RAIDERS" reunions, then stored at the Air Force Academy. Since 1942, and
the movie “Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo” that followed the Doolittle Raiders, have been among my first and
most lasting heroes. Author Carroll V. Glines, (Lt/Col, USAF, retired) first published 'DOOLITTLE'S TOKYO RAIDERS" in 1964. This book is undoubtedly the finest account of the heroism exhibited on that historic mission. The book is written in three parts; Part one includes the birth of the concept, planning, preparation,
training and launch aboard the Hornet. Part Two includes personal observations and recollections of a member
of each crew and crew pictures. Part Three discusses the aftermath. Japanese reprisal (killing over 200,000
Chinese), the embarrassment of Japanese leaders, a change in Japanese strategy, the boost in America's morale, a corresponding drop in Japanese morale, and the influence on the outcome of subsequent battles. The
treatment of the flyers captured by the Japanese and execution of three set the tone for post war crime trials.
President Roosevelt had warned the Japanese Government that any abuse of the captured flyers would be severely punished at the wars conclusion. Post war trials resulted in convictions and capital punishment. This is a
history lesson of how to conceive, prepare, train and execute a difficult mission. A “how to” succeed against
all odds and obtain significant results, plus the demonstration of courage, bravery and valor make reading
"DOOLITTLE'S TOKYO RAIDERS" a high value, big return on investment . An update published in 1988 is
available on Amazon. Check the reviews.
As a bonus is the story of the “goblets”. Sixty-one of Doolittle’s men survived the raid and World War II, and
in December 1946 they reunited in Miami to celebrate the 50th birthday of their leader. “Early on Doolittle
promised the survivors he would throw a party for them,” Cole told the National World War II Museum. “It
gave us a chance to renew the camaraderie of the group, and it gave us a chance to honor the people that gave
their lives on the mission and those who had left the group since.”
The men had such a good time that the reunion became an annual affair. In 1959 a new tradition began after
the city of Tucson, Arizona, presented the Doolittle Raiders with 80 silver goblets, one for each participant.
Each man’s name was etched twice on his goblet -one right side up, the other upside down. At each reunion,
the raiders raised their goblets and toasted each other with a sip of 1896 Hennessy VS cognac, its vintage
matching Doolittle’s birth year, before turning upside down the goblets of any men who had died since their
last meeting.
Cole was not the youngest of the Doolittle Raiders, but the then 81-year old Cole built a portable, velvet-lined
display case that was used to transport the goblets each year to the reunion locations, which moved around the
country. Since 2005, the goblets have been kept on permanent display at the National Museum of the United
States Air Force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio. (Prior to that, they had been kept at the
Air Force Academy.) Now you
know the rest of
the story.
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Names for Name tags_________________________/___________________________
Squadrons and years_______________________________________________________ ______
Street Address, City, State and ZIP__________________________________________________
Tel. Number_______________________________-Cell Phone____________________________

Registration Package :

Covers: Hospitality Room, & bussing.

Guests going on 3 or more tours/events must be fully registered at $40/pp.
For guests not fully registered, tickets for 1 or 2 events are available separately.
Day

Event #
Tours/Events
Registration Fee-All Members_________

Sun 5/21

Price PP
$40__ _

#People

Total
_

Check In at Hotel Lobby (1-5pm)
#1

Dinner at Court of Two Sisters –(5:45-8:45)
_
$45_______________
circle choices : Chicken Oscar
Beef Tenderloin _____________________________________

Mon 5/22 #2 City Tour on Hop On-Hop Off Double Decker Bus
$44
_ ___ ___ ____
_ _Bus ticket good for 3 days (lunch on own)______ ________ _______ __________
_OR___
#3 Oak Alley Tour and Lunch
$75 ____________________
#4 Dinner Shuttle to French Quarter (6-9)
$10
Dinner on your own
________________

Tues 5/23 #5 Creole Queen Historical Lunch Cruise
#6 Buffet Dinner at BB King’s (6-9)

(930-12-30)

Wed 5/24 #7 WWII Museum, movie, lunch & show (8:45--1;45)
__ #8 Mardi Gras Dinner at hotel
(6:30-9:30)
circle choices :
Roasted Herb Chicken Breast
Flat Iron Steak
Pecan Crusted Gulf Fish

$48
$40

$65
________
$40______________________

Total Registration Package……………………………………

$________________

PLEASE : Print out this page, fill in your choices, total the amount and send it along with
your check (paid to TAC Tankers) to: Natalie Hill, 2091 Sussex Rd., Winter Park FL 32792
Thanks!!! See you soon!
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“NOLA And All That Jazz”—TAC Tanker Reunion May 21-May 24, 2017

Our 2017 Reunion will be held at the Holiday Inn Downtown-Superdome, 330 Loyola Ave.,
New Orleans, LA 70112. It has a gallery of original art honoring the musical roots of New Orleans, a restaurant, lounge, along with 293 rooms. Also complimentary parking. There are
40 rooms booked for our group with the of $115, which will increase with time as needed.
To make your reservations, call 1-800-535-7830 and mention the code TAC. Cut off date for
special rate is April 21, 2017. There are no shoulder dates at the special rate.

Event Descriptions
#1 Dinner At Court of Two Sisters (5:45-8:45) $45
We will have a shuttle bus taking us to one of NOLA’s premier restaurants for our first
gathering.
#2 City Tour on the Double Decker Hop-on Hop-off Bus (9-4) $44
We catch the bus a short distance from hotel and tickets are good for three days to
give you lots of options. Have lunch on your own where ever you please.
#3 Oak Alley Plantation Tour and Lunch (start mid morning) $75
Visit one of the most beautiful plantations in the area as an option Monday. Still get a
Bus ticket for use later if you want. Exact times are not set until we have our sign ups.
#4 Dinner Shuttle to the French Quarter (5:45-8:45) $10
Once again we will provide a bus to get you to the areas of many wonderful restaurants which you may have heard about. Stroll the famed streets of the French Quarter-maps
will be provided.
#5 Creole Queen Historical Lunch Cruise (9:30-12:30) $48
Because we are a military group we will learn about the 1815 Battle of New Orleans
at the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park. Also have a Creole meal.
#6 Buffet Dinner at BB King’s Restaurant (5:45-8:45) $40
You have heard of this place and now you can experience it along with a typical southern dinner. Our bus will shuttle us there and back.
#7 WWII Museum Tour and Lunch (8:45-1:45) $65
Here is the highlight of our reunion, the famed new museum. We get there as it
opens, tour then see the movie “Beyond All Boundaries”, have lunch and a canteen show.
#8 Mardi Gras Dinner at the Hotel (6:30-9:30) $40
Option: Wear a gala mask! There will be prizes! Our final evening together to enjoy
before heading out the next morning for home or more traveling.
Check out on Thursday and have a safe trip home or more vacation time.
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