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Recapping the Sonoma Shingdig

By Nate Hill

Finally, after driving 6200 miles to help with the reunion for our beloved
TAC Tankers, we are home—– - and a magnificent reunion it was !!!
We were pleased to have over 100 folks attend, some for only a few hours
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because of other commitments, others for the entire four days, but a fine time was had by
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Vice she and Jake Jacobson (427) laid out the store with our caps, patches, shirts and visors.
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Jake made sure that we all had sufficient libations to carry us through the entire bash. As
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com
Secretary:
Bob counties (Wine country) in addition to plenty of snacks.
Horne
770-884-5982 bobWhen we were not telling war stories, we were touring about 12 different vineyards,
horne@tactankers.com
a Busch brewery and the home of Jelly Bellies. Our tour transportation was very accomTreasmodating with the same two drivers for the three days. They were young, but seemed to
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Legal Also, what a surprise to have Ray Donoghue (421) and Hubert (Famous) Amos (429, 427,
Counsel:
George
421) drop in and visit. Neither of them had time to stay but it was rewarding that they
Graves 404-352-0583
thought of us while in the area and stopped for part of an afternoon.
dgraves5@juno.com
Our Pres has more plaudits in his “Corner” so that others will know who did such a
good job at our reunion. Now we can start thinking about the 2004 “Gathering of Golden
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Word on THE YELLOW BOOK for 2003
Because this year was a Mini-reunion year,
we did not have a Yellow Book printed. It is also
very expensive to do each year, so…….. We have
gone through the current listings and compared
with the 2002 book from Langley and have enclosed
in this issue an update on all the changes: The code
at the right side will denote
A—
Address changes
L — Left off
names –mostly some of our honorary members-the
ladies.
N — New members who
have joined since May 2002.
See pages 5 and 6 for
these updates.
Photos: Left-Hospitality Room wall; Top-Bob
Horne and Earl Bazley boarding our Airport Express bus; Bottom-Frank Boggs, Leslie Azamar,
Arda Boggs, Tom & Joyce Grey, Art Azamar at the
Gloria Farrar Winery in Sonoma on Monday.

The President’s Corner
Another reunion completed and what
a great one it was! Although smaller in attendance—a little over a hundred total—than
some of the others, it was still a very good
show. I had expected more members from
the west than what we had and less from the
east, however the east was well represented
with folks from MA, DE, VA, GA, and FL.
Two other distant couples were Harvey and
Betsy Lee (427, 420, 431) and Ron and Yoko
Cahill (421, 429) who flew in from Hawaii
plus Vern Williamson (429, 427, 4505) who
was pulling his trailer down from Alaska en
route to his winter home in Tucson.
We had a
lovely Hospitality Room at the DoubleTreeRohnert Park with Natalie, of course, doing
the decorations with squadron banners and
photo displays of the wineries we would visit.
Brochures for independent travel were scat tered around on the tables in the room and a
few folks took advantage of them. Nate,
Natalie, and Jake Jacobson (427, 429) kept
the wine, beer, snacks, and party trays in
stock. Thanks also to the Greys (421, 431)
for the initial stocking of the room, prior to
our arrival, with the multiple cases of TwoBuck Chuck, a wine ‘phenom’ out here. I
must add that I saw a certain TTAL Veep
loading an additional number of cases of it
into the baggage hold of his 37 footer just
prior to departing on Thursday morning for
points southeast. Two days later I contacted
him as he cruised I-40 (old US 66) between
Seligman and Williams and he confessed
there was already one less bottle. H-m-m-m.
The tours
we had were excellent starting with four wineries on Monday, 9/29, along with lunch at
the Viansa Winery. Then we had winery
tours competing on Wednesday; one to the
Healdsburg area wineries with lunch in the
town and the other doing Napa Valley with
lunch at the V. Sattui Winery. That winery, I
think, has about the best deli in the Napa Valley. I believe everyone had all the wine tasting they wanted.
In between, on Tues., 9/30, we had a
split tour to accommodate those that wanted a
brewery tour and those who liked jelly beans.
These two facilities are close together in Fairfield and from there we had lunch together at
the Travis AFB Delta Breeze Club and then
to the base’s Air Museum for an hour or so.
Weather, of course, was beautiful for all three
days of touring.
Wednesday evening was

By Dan Weber

New Life Members

Bill

Rose, Sonoma CA- 421

our banquet where we had a lovely dinner at
the DoubleTree, but I sadly announced the
passing of Clarence “Rocky” Weishar (429,
4505). We was certainly a moving force in
this organization in the very early days before
there was officially a TAC Tankers Association. Bill Dickson (429) alerted me to
Rocky’s passing on Saturday, just prior to the
reunion and there is very little information
other than what the published obit states
which included his date of death as 3 September. He is to be buried in a military cemetery
in South Dakota with a memorial for him
planned for the spring. I will try to get addi tional info and TTAL can at least send flowers. If we have a member in that area who
would like to attend and represent us, I would
like to hear from him.
Following the banquet dinner, I offered the attendees the option of my reading a
90 minute dissertation on the fermentation
process of turning grape juice into wine or
having a drawing for four of Natalie’s beautiful hand made quilts, the gift baskets and table center pieces. Being soundly booed, I
immediately had Natalie start the drawing so
20 members would go home very happy.
Natalie also briefed the membership
on the progress being made with the Colorado
Springs reunion in May 2004. As some of
you know, Nate and Natalie spent some time
at the Springs area earlier this year laying the
groundwork. Fred Fullington (427) is our
point man back there and many of the activi ties are firmed up already. The details, as we
have them so far, are elsewhere in this newsletter and you will read more about the
Springs reunion in future issues.
A lot of effort has already been put
into this program and I certainly hope we will
have maximum attendance. Most of us do
not realize the work involved in putting one
of these reunions together and then ensuring
that it runs smoothly, so let us support our
organization.
Barb and I hope all of you have a fun
Halloween and a lovely Thanksgiving with
family and friends.
Dan Weber

Welcome New Members
Fred Duck, Palacios TX-431,427,429
ard Kanter, Turlock CA-622

Ho w-

And the Winners Were……..
The following reunion
attendees were winners of the
centerpieces….
John
Halm
Anne Mille
Dan and
Barb Weber.
Gary Myer
Dutch and Irene Chaplin Ed
and Joan Corbin
Maggie Iverson
Merrill Brunson
Bud
and June Wedel
Vern
Williamson
Bob andJoyce Schuman
gift
baskets…
Phil and
Janet Hughes Walt and Barbara LarimerBob and Peggy
Rose
Jack and Judy Ellison June Ackermann
Rod Santos
quilts…
Jack and Nancy Boehm Jerry
Ragas
Pappy and
Bobbe BoyingtonFloyd Krey

The TAC Tanker Store
Our squadron patches are
here for the TAC Tankers, 420, 421,
427, 429, 431, and 622nd and were
sold at the Reunion. Those of you
wishing to have any of these mailed
to you, please contact Nate. These
patches may be used for caps, shirts,
or jackets and are $5.00 which includes postage. Our navy caps with
flag designed bills sold out the first
day, but will be reordered for the
Colorado Springs reunion along with
the navy polo shirts which made a
big hit.

Photo: Harvey Lee, Jake Jacobson, Dan
Weber and Earl Bazley at the Tasting Bar at
the Ledson Winery on Monday’s Tour.

Heads Up on the May 2004
Reunion —
“The Gathering of
Golden Eagles”
By Natalie Hill

As Dan mentions in his Corner, plans are well underway
for the next reunion. This is the one voted on at the Langley business meeting and we are expecting a great turnout. Yes, we visited there in March and went first to the Visitors Bureau to meet
with a rep who will be helping us with various things. Next, we
drove to the Embassy Suites, which we had sampled in Tampa in
2001. The sales rep showed us the facility and we booked a dateMAY 12-16, 2004—so put that on your calendars!
Having been to the area several years before while attending a Dude Ranch and doing another
week of biking, hiking and rafting in Colorado, I had a good idea
of some of the activities that would be appealing to our group.
The next day, Nate and I had breakfast with
Fred and Susie Fullington and asked them to assist with some of
the ground work. I gave them a list of ideas and we headed
home. Not long after, we got the word from Fred that we were
set for a Memorial Service in THE Air Force Academy Chapel
plus a Dinner at the Officer’s Club that evening. Fred got me a
contact for tour buses and a schedule is currently set which will
be fine tuned shortly.
Our Registration Form will be a bit different this year
and will be mostly a la carte. There will be a fee to cover hospitality, insurance, mailings, etc. Then each activity, tour or meal
will be an option. We found that many people would pay for a
meal or trip in Sonoma with the registration fee and were not able
to go, sooooo….. this will be a lot more practical and economical
for all. The Pikes Peak/Gray Line Tour Company has several
packages which are perfect for the group.
To
whet your appetite - we have a dinner show at the Flying W
Ranch, trip on the Pike’s Peak Cog Railway, visit and lunch in
Manitou Springs, A Melodrama Dinner Theatre, Old Colorado
City Shopping Tour, Air Force Academy Tour (in conjunction
with the Memorial Service a nd Dinner), Garden of the Gods visit
and lunch plus what ever else we can include in the packages.
There will be a wide scope of things to do.
Because the
hotel and the O Club were both booked for the Saturday night, we
decided to have a party-A Golden Anniversary Party, to celebrate
“roughly 50 years” since the KB-50s began their tenure. This
will be held at the hotel in their atrium with cocktails and heavy
hors d’oeuvres (no need for dinner). The theme as mentioned in
the heading is “The Gathering of Golden Eagles” as you all flew
the skies like eagles. Besides it gives me something to work my
decorations around (quilts, centerpieces, prizes, etc.) It’s a girl
thing.
SEE YOU IN PIKE’S
PEAK Country!!

A Time to Bond:
Reunions are Worth the
Effort
(This article was sent in by Tom

The typical reunion wraps up with a
banquet on Saturday night, a speech
and, of course a moment to honor the
Grey and was written by an AF veteran, Robert F. Dorr
fallen.
who lives in Oakton Va. He is the author of numerous
books on Air Force topics, including “Air Force One.” His
Some veterans go to a
e-mail address is robertdorr@aol.com.)
reunion rarely, others regularly. A
It’s that time of
colonel and pilot in Ft. Walton Beach,
year. Military veterans are dusting off
FL, told me he goes to reunions held
scrapbooks, making travel
by his flying class, his WW II fighter
reservations and heading off to gather group and his Cold War-era Pentagon
together and renew memories.
staff. “We have a lot of fun, but we’re
It’s the military reunion
also honoring each other,” he said.
season. According to Joseph H.
“We’re telling those who served with
Fives, a reunion planner in Redondo
us, ‘You’re somebody special. You’re
Bch, CA, September is the biggest
important to me.’”
month for military reunions.
Not everyone is waiting
“There’s no science on this,”
for September. On July 27, veterans
Fives said, “but chances are, more
of the Korean War gathered in Crystal
reunions happen in September than in City, VA, to mark the 50th anniversary
all the other months combined.” That
of the armistice that ended Korea
means a mix of experiences for those fighting. Former Capt. Janice Britton,
who participate. Every reunion has
an AF flight nurse in Korea, said she
happy and somber moments. It’s
was overwhelmed by the convocation
always a joy to trade stories (some of
of 200 who participated in what some
them true) with old buddies. And
call the forgotten war.
there’s always a need for reflection
On Aug. 1, veterans
when you pause to remember those
were scheduled to meet in Salt Lake
who didn’t make it.
City to mark the 60th anniversary of
At a small reunion, that tribute
the Aug. 1, 1943, low-level raid on
may be a toast or a moment of
German oil fields at Ploesti, Romania,
silence. At a large one, it may be a
by 179 B-24 Liberator heavy bombers.
missing-man formation flown by Air
The strike involved 1,751 men, 296 of
Force jets. All over the country,
whom lost their lives; it resulted in the
active-duty folk are supporting the
award of five Medals of Honor.
former and retired service members
“The Air Force is bending over
who gather at reunions.
backward to show its support for
The typical reunion starts on
these veterans,” said Kent Jaquith, a
Wednesday and ends on Sunday.
reunion organizer and family member
There are crowded moments in the
of a Ploesti participant.
hotel hospitality suite, poring over old
So, should you pack that suitcase,
photo albums and renewing
hit the road and head off to enjoy a
friendships. There is often a casual
reunion with old service pals?
dinner, a golf game (for those so
afflicted) and a tour of the host city.

Make no mistake. There is a down side. Food, lodging, entertainment, tour and
ceremony seldom are perfect. Last year, I attended a reunion at an ancient hotel
that was falling apart. Like any group, every reunion has at least one drunkard
and one lout.
Yet, in spite of the negatives—including those of travel in America today—there
is no substitute for the camaraderie a reunion offers to those who choose to get
together years after serving together.
A reunion is the
best way to see a lot of old friends in a short time. It’s the best place to preserve
the history of a military unit and to pay tribute to those who are no longer with us.
A military reunion is in many way a uniquely American
institution. If you have a chance to go to one, you should. Expect difficulties
traveling and frustrations after you arrive. But expect, also, to enjoy an
unforgettable bonding with old friends. It will be well worth the effort.

Historian Seeking Paper Memorabilia TAC Tankers Donating to the
fueling Operators Memorial
Historian John Bessette reports he has had success
recently obtaining material from TAC Tanker members. In
the course of helping the relatives of SSgt Allen Bagby (lost
in the 1957 disappearance of a 421st KB-50), he and Norm
Kelley (421) exchanged a lot of info. Norm sent John three
envelopes full of photos and newspaper articles from his tours
at Yokota, and John copied the material and sent the stuff
back. Both ends were happy. John displayed copies of some
of Norm’s info in the Hospitality Room at the California
Wine Country Reunion.
Also,
Gil Switzer was a vital player in helping locate the family of
A2C Thomas Lane, a refueling operator lost in the October
1960, 427th crash at Langley who is being honored by the
Boomers Assn. Because Gil was a nd is a pack rat, he saved a
newspaper clipping about the accident, which stated the home
address of Lane’s family. From that a brother of Lane was
found. That story is elsewhere in this of Tales. Gil very
kindly sent John a copy of that article for the Association archives.
John would be
happy to receive more such material from whoever wishes to
send it. Right now, because of room constraints (read: lack of
room!), he can’t receive folks’ flight suits, aircraft parts, or
other such bulky stuff, and he can’t handle large numbers of
photos yet either. But paper stuff, he can take on. Contact
him first to discuss what you have, and he’ll work out the details. If you wish to donate, great! If you wish to loan the
stuff, he’ll gladly copy the material and mail it right back. He
has a small budget for just such a purpose. John’s phone
number and email address are on the first page of Tales.
With a growing archives we can
answer more questions about our history, and begin to get
greater publicity for our exploits. Eventually we’ll deposit
our archives where people in the future can uncover our past
and understand the part we played long ago, in the Cold War.

A Note from Beth Collier came in August.
Yesterday, on my way back here, I pulled off
the freeway for gas—a roadside station. Behind this
was a little church with this message on the “sign
board.” I hope you will use it in your TAC paper. It
touched me deeply, and perfectly describes all of you,
the ones before you and everyone who has served since:
Home of the free, Because of the brave. To me, it
says it all.

Re-

The following
members made donations totaling $1005.36 when the memo went
out last spring. Many thanks to each for their thoughtfulness.
Robert (Bo) Ault
John Bessette
George Burrows
George Ganjon
William Hays
Robert Horne
Kenneth
Kruger
Irvin (Roy) Marler
Michael O’Leary
Gilbert Switzer
Vern Williamson
A letter was sent to Bo by Mike O’Leary:
Dear Bo:
Thanks for your nice acknowledgment of my contribution to
the Refueling Operators Memorial Fund. I was a refueling operator
in the 427th from 1961 until it dissolved, at which time I transferred
to the 429th, and finally to the 774 TCS as a loadmaster. Paul
Clawson and Carl Link were good friends of mine. Paul and I had
just returned from survival training at Stead AFB. I flew with Capt.
Curtiss, Lt. Savauge, Lt Baumann, Sgt Brown, and A/C Garver. We
were due for Lajes rotation the week following the loss of Maj Tawney and crew. Carl was still a student and Sgt Billie D. Moore, another great guy, agreed to take him as a student so we could all get
together .
I am glad to
see the Air Force set up a memorial to all the boom operators and
refueling operators. It’s been a long time, and I hope the Association was able to locate some of their relatives. I know they would be
thankful also. I was also sorry to see Lt Savauge and A1C Garver
on the deceased list. Life is very fragile. Best regards, and hopefully I’ll make it to one of the reunions.
Mike O’Leary

Memorials found in Healdsburg for those who served in
WWI, WWII, Korea, RVN, and Gulf War.
Dedicated to those from Healdsburg who served their
country in WWII, and to the memory of these who gave the last
full measure of devotion.
To the memory of those who gave their lives in the service of their country. Let those who come after, see that those
heroic men shall not be forgotten.
They gave their Yesterdays for our Tomorrows.

Photos: L to R. Betsy and Harvey Lee at Seghisio; Regine and Tom
Kennan at Gloria Ferrer; Joyce Grey, Jerry Ragas, and Vern Williamson
at Benziger on the Monday Sonoma Valley Wine Tasting Tour.Tour.
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Photos: Top-Pappy and Bobbe Boyington on bus, Arda Boggs, Leslie and Art Azamar,
and Jack Ellison at Viansa; The “Gang” at Viansa getting –the word on wine.
Bottom: Entering the Viansa Winery for a tour; Maggie Iverson, Olga Zacharias and Natalie
at the Sonoma Plaza; Arda, Leslie and Bobbe at the Jelly Belly Factory Bus.

