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          Reflections and Preparations 
 We are now into June and The  Dayton Reunion has been 
tucked away.   Our Memorial Day week went along with perfect 
weather in the day light, but on Monday night our area was hit by 
a devastating tornado and hail storm.  Thank goodness for the 
safe 6 floor hotel. The Visitors Bureau of Greene County provid-
ed complimentary name tags and holders along with tote bags 
and two graphic designed posters which were bidded at the ban-
quet and won by Loyd Dodd and Harry Hansen. Winners of the 
Door Prizes will appear later in this issue.   
 Now that all the expectations and planning for Dayton are 
over, the next year’s event in Delaware has stared. The dates 
are May 14-17, 2020 and we will be staying at The Sheraton Wil-
mington South with rates of $109 King and $119 Double.  More 
on registration later.  My agenda is including Dinner on the 
Riverfront (and hopefully a boat cruise), Tour of Hagley Museum 
first home of the DuPont Family, Market Street, trip to Dover to 
dedicate our refined K-50 and then to Odessa and the Cantwell 
Tavern.  On Sunday we will explore the history of New Castle in 
the same area as our hotel.  Of course banquet that evening. 
 This will be my 20th year doing your reunions and usually 
when your hit that benchmark, you get to retire.  I have been in-
volved with the Woman’s Club of Winter Park since moving back 
to Florida and recently was elected Vice President and in two 
years will be President.  This is a major commitment and one I 
will be honored to serve.        
 So at least for those two years I have asked the board to 
come up with alternative ways for the TAC Tankers to get to-
gether.  I have taken a four day cruise out of Tampa with my HS 
Class and it was the right price for  food, bed and entertainment.  
No buses (except from airport to ship), contracts with hotel and 
restaurants, etc.  Vic mentions some other ideas in his column.
 Who knows, if I am still on top of the dirt by 2023, I will get 
back on board to see what you all want to do. 

 Hugs to all and thanks for keep coming………...Natalie 

 

 



2 

President’s Views From Vic-   
     We had a great reunion at Wright-Patterson. As usual, Natalie did a superb job scheduling patriotic, inter-
esting, educational and fun events that were all well attended. Note that she had nothing to do with schedul-
ing the tornado that caused major damage a mile from our Holiday Inn. It actually demolished the Graeter's 
ice cream parlor that many of us had come to love in the few short days prior to it's destruction. We all 
seemed to make the most of unscheduled time; there was lots of face-to-face contact filled with reminiscing 
and getting even better acquainted than we were. 
     Hat's off to Lou Chapman as he took numerous photos and has already put these in the newsletter and 
posted gazillions of them on the TAC Tankers Facebook page. Gotta love today's technology and those who 
have mastered its use. 
     After one of our outings I asked the group to gather in the hospitality room to discuss the future of our or-
ganization, As we all age, the nature of our activities is changing to accommodate the member's possible loss 
of mobility. I asked the group for suggestions for future reunions and came up with the following ideas. 
    1.Hold a reunion on a cruise ship (ocean, river, inland water, Great Lakes were mentioned). That would 
mean  not a lot of walking, a lot of face time with friends and a lot of relaxing. 
     2. There was interest in Las Vegas, both the strip and Fremont Street and possibly a visit to nearby Hoo-
ver Dam. 
     3, Natalie has researched cruises out of Tampa and reports some good possibilities. 
     Another area of concern was what to do with any remaining funds if there are no more reunions. 
     1. Spend it on our final reunion. 
     2. Donate it to the Dover AMC Museum. 
     3. Present it as a scholarship. 
      Note: Each year there is less money added to our treasury, which results in increased costs to attend the 
reunions.  
      We are asking any of you who may have input to add to the above to please contact Lou Chapman(he 
volunteered with your ideas. Feel free to contact me also if you'd like. 
As Always, adios for now. 
        Vic Ventura 

Board Chairman’s  Corner                                                      by Bill Wolford 
To all Tankers:  

  Shirley and I returned from a wonderful reunion late Saturday night the 8th of June where we found a 
huge box of mail waiting for us on the front porch. We dragged it inside and promptly went to sleep. We made 
it to church Sunday and to dinner with our daughter and son-in-law and Shirley's brother after church. We are 
practically back to normal. Now I must check the hundred and some e-mails to see how many bills I have to 
pay.   

 Vacations are wonderful, but at our age it takes almost another 'vacation' to get everything caught up to 
date. We enjoyed seeing everyone at the reunion and having a more relaxed time for fellowship.  Since we are 
losing so many members we don't want to miss next year's possible finale with our being able to see our won-
derful, restored KB-50. We had an interesting experience during our visit to Indianapolis. We met the curator 
of their small air museum who had just returned from Dover where all of the people were working on our KB-
50.  He said he could hardly get anyone to pay attention to him.  So they are really working hard to complete 
the restoration by next year.  

 We felt that Natalie had done a wonderful job of sight-seeing and providing more time for us to fellow-
ship.  We are looking forward to making the trip to Dover next year.  Hope to see you all there.  Bring a friend 
and make this a big TO-DO. 

God bless you all. Have a safe and healthy summer -- until we meet again. 

Bill   
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Letter to The Editor 
Ms. Natalie Hill, 

  I saw a notice for a TAC Tanker Reunion 
in Fairborn, OH from 26-29 May 2019, in the Air 
Force Museum Foundation's Friends Journal.  Alt-
hough I am not able to be there because of other 
commitments, I thought you may enjoy the at-
tached copy of an article that appeared in the Eng-
land AFB, LA Tiger Talk base paper on Friday, 
22 September 1961.  My dad, TSgt James I. Hill, 
was crew chief on this particular aircraft when 
they set this record.  My dad is on the far right in 
the picture. 

             Dad retired on 31 December 1962 when I 
was just seven years old.  So, as a military child, 
England AFB was the only military installation I 
knew as I was growing up.  I have fond memories 
of going to the flight line with my mom to pick 
my Dad up after his day ended, and I distinctly 
remember the red diamond shaped insignia of the 
622d Air Refueling Squadron. 

            After his retirement, Dad and Mom decid-
ed to continue living in the Central Louisiana ar-
ea.  My siblings and I all graduated from high 
schools in the Central LA area. Three of us hold 
degrees from Louisiana universities. Dad passed 
on 16 June 1993 at the age of 69 and rests in the 
Alexandria National Cemetery in Pineville, 
LA.  My mother, Norma, is still living and resides 
in San Antonio, TX. My youngest brother and I 
followed somewhat in Dad's footsteps and had 
great Air Force careers.  Of my 5 siblings, 4 are 
veterans, with myself, my sister and my youngest 
brother retiring from the military.  So Dad's influ-
ence when it came to serving is obvious! 

           All the best for a great reunion in Fairborn. 
I was stationed at Wright-Patt for 2 1/2 years and 
enjoyed my time there immensely.  My daughter 
was born at the base hospital so I will always have 
an Ohio connection! 

 Sincerely,      Melinda J. Morrell, Lt Col,    
 USAF (Retired)    Biloxi, Mississippi 
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman 

  The National Museum of the Air Force in Ohio. Another one of the places I had on my 
"Bucket List" to visit, and because of the TAC Tankers Reunion Association, I was able to and now it 
has a line through it. For several 421st friends and myself, this was the 13th consecutive reunion we 
have attended. From our first in Branson 2007 until the Dayton/Fairborn reunion last month, we 
have been to many cities and visited sites that any one of us would probably never have done on 
our own. The people I've met, the friendships I've made, the things I've seen, the memories I have, 
all are because of this organization. If there are special people to thank for all this, it is first and fore-
most Nate Hill, who had the foresight and confidence to prepare me for the job I have today. Sec-
ondly, would be Natalie for everything she has done throughout the years planning reunions and 
having the position as Editor of the Tanker Tales newsletter which we send out quarterly to keep 
members informed about what is taking place. 
            
 There was a discussion on Wednesday afternoon before the Farewell Banquet that evening 
about the future plans for TAC Tankers. I think Vic will cover that subject in his article. As usual, the 
Banquet went off without a hitch, we had a great meal and lots of door prizes were won, so I believe 
everyone had a night to remember. After a hectic, always on the go 5 days, I returned home Thurs-
day May 30th and the next day started working on the reunion pictures I had taken. As of the morn-
ing of June 7th, there are now 153 pictures and I will be adding more as they come in from others 
who brought cameras to help record all of our events. It is not necessary for anyone to have a Face-
book account to view our reunion albums. This is the link to our page.    https://tinyurl.com/y37fe49l . 
Type it into your search box with whatever browser you use, click and the page should open. Any-
one having problems, contact me and I will guide you through it.  
           
  If you were one of the members who received the "TAC Tankers Round Tuit" back a few 
years ago, next year will more than likely be your final 
chance to use it. If Dover is the last reunion we have, 
then that little wood coin will reach its expiration date. I 
hope you can attend and use it before "your" expiration 
date, which none of us knows. For those who came this 
year, we enjoyed seeing you. For those who couldn't 
make, we missed you. If possible, think about making 
plans for Dover 2020. 
   
  A final note: I didn’t like tornadoes with hail 
stones the size of bowling balls hitting my hotel room 
window. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  At the Banquet, I presented Lou with a well 
deserved token of my appreciation for all his help with our 
quarterly newsletter.  I had learned that he never had won 
a quilt in all his 13 reunions and that just “didn’t fly” with 
me.  So enjoy it in your Senior years, Lou!!! 
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Ernest Adolph Boehler was born 8/22/1931 in Houston, TX. and passed away Feb. 12th 2019. He 
attended college at Texas A&M University and one semester at Kilgore Junior College where he met his 
future wife June. They married after he completed pilot training at Spence/Williams AFB in Arizona. His 
first assignment was at Laughlin AFB, Del Rio, TX, followed by Robins AFB GA with the 427th for a 
couple years, then to Langley AFB VA. Next assignment was with the 421st at Yokota AB Japan until 
1963, then returning to James Connally AFB.  In 1967 he went to Del Rio, TX where he was an instruc-
tor pilot for the T 33. He exited the Air Force in 1972.  He flew commercial region service for about a 
year, moved to San Angelo, TX in 1973 where he was chief test pilot for Mitsubishi Aircraft. 
In 1988, he was hired on by the FAA and he and June moved to St. Louis, MO. After several years 
there he was moved to Oklahoma City, OK where he re-certified L 1011 and 727 pilots and crew.  He 
did aircraft crash investigations as well. 
  Ernie was diagnosed many years ago with kidney failure and it progressed until it reached Stage 5 which is basically a ter-
minal diagnosis.  He decided he would not have dialysis and went onto Hospice care in May of 2018. A Celebration of Life 
service for Ernest "Ernie" and June Boehler was held on March 30, 2019 at the Simpsonville United Methodist Church. 
 

Obits of Members 

Sally Rattray was born June 2nd 1929  in Wakefield MA and spent most of her childhood 
in Lawrence MA. She passed away in Dec 2016 at her home in San Diego CA.   She was an 
Independent Senior National Sales Director for Mary Kay Cosmetics. Debuting as the first 
Mary Kay Sales Director in Southern California, in 1970, Sally was a Pink Cadillac driver 
every active year from 1974 to 1995. One of her goals was to earn enough in commissions to 
buy an airplane for her pilot husband, Bill. At the time of her death, Sally lived in San Die-
go, California. She was preceded in death by her husband, Bill, (William, II), a retired USAF 
Lt. Colonel and survived by 3 sons, daughter-in-laws and 4 grandchildren. 

Martin “Mich” Matsudaira (421st Life Member)was born March 12th 1937 and passed away on March 
24, 2019 at his home in Seattle WA. He was under Hospice Care at the time. He lived a full life and 
left behind a vast empty space inside of everyone who knew him comforting his loved ones up until 
his last breath. 
   He honorably served in the U.S. Air Force from 1955 to 1960 as a Refueling Specialist both with 
SAC and the 421st under PACAF. After his discharge he went back to school and earned his Bache-
lor of Arts Degree in Economics from the University of Washington and his Master’s Degree in Pub-
lic Administration from Seattle University. After graduating, he went to work for Boeing as an Indus-
trial Engineer Manager before taking the role of Executive Director on the Washington State Com-
mission on Asian Affairs for the Office of the Governor.  In 1990, he returned to Boeing as a Finan-
cial Analyst working on many projects to include the development and production of the Boeing 777 jet airline. 
  He grew up in Seattle’s International District, where he opened Mich’s Mens’ Shop and established Walker Street 
Clothes.  He is survived by four children, Mark (Yuka), David, Melissa, and Scott, nine grandchildren, and one great-
grandchild. A memorial service was held April 27th at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Seattle, WA . 

Joe Toby Baca Jr. passed away on the 27th of December, 2018. He was born June 25th 1937 in Wy-
oming and raised mostly in the mountains of Utah. He was the son of a coal miner father and a home-
maker mother. Joe grew up at a time before seat belts, bike helmets and sunblock. Joe served in the 
U.S. Air Force from 1955 to 1965, first with the 420th and then with the 421st at Yokota AB Japan. He 
traveled all over Europe on a motorcycle while stationed at RAF Sculthorpe. After leaving the Air 
Force, he moved to the Los Angeles area where he found work as a machinist. About 13 years later, 
he relocated to Utah then moved to the Las Vegas area and worked at air conditioning construction for 
the next 38 years. He loved being out in nature, hiking, fishing, bird watching, visiting the Valley of 
Fire, watching the light change over the Grand Canyon and traveling with his wife. Joe is survived by his wife, son, 

Leo F. Quevillon, age 80 was born September 9, 1937 in Boston MA and passed away on February 8, 
2018 in Kingston MA. Leo had a long career in sales and food services. He proudly served in the US Air 
Force in the 1950's with the 421st at Yokota AB Japan. Leo was also a strong advocate for Special Needs 
for young adults. He leaves behind 3 sons and one daughter. 

A Funeral mass was celebrated at St. Mary of the Sacred Heart Church in Hanover  MA on Saturday Feb-
ruary 18th, Burial was at Hanover Center Cemetery . Leo was a Life Member of TAC Tankers. 
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Some Photos For the Archives 

Above-Left: In the Hospitality Room-John Bessette, Vic Ventura, Walt Larimer and Lou Chapman.   
 Above-Right:  At the Monument Ceremony, Bill and Shirley Wolford, Chaplain Ellen Dodd and beautiful wreath. 

Above-Left:  Breakfast in hotel’s Wright Place Restaurant-Ken Kruger, Jim O’Dell, JoAnn Beehler, Jake Jacobson. 
 Above-Right: The Desin Quartet-Cy and Linda Desin Bernardi, Diane and Al Desin with Natalie Hill. 

Above-Left:  Bus driver Barbara showing the group the Wright Family grave site.     
 Above-Right: The farewell Red, White and Blue Banquet at the hotel. 
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Our Door prize Winners          

 Desin and Cy Bernardi               Annella Szanyi                                    Darlene Ellis 
              

 Clarence Veino                       Mary & Oscar Hannibal                   
Ellen and Jessica Dodd 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 Charley Clark                                   
Mike O’Leary                               Kathy Hansen 
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Book Review Column       By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

      While I was listening to Rush Limbaugh, a book 
“Tanker Pilot” was mentioned. Rush had written the 
foreword. Lou Chapman had heard the same blurb 
and immediately ordered the book. We talked about 
the book and he promised to bring it to our Dayton 
TTA Reunion. It was immediately my cup of tea and I 
was certain in may also be yours.  
    
 Where were you on 17 Jan, 1991?  Hint, 
CNN’s Wolf Blitzer was broadcasting from the Al 
Rasheed Hotel in Baghdad. Chapter One details the 
three tanker flight that author Ret,Lt.Col Mark Hasara 
led that had refueled F-4G Wild Weasel aircraft and 
EF-111 jammers that knocked down Saddam’s door 
that night. It’s hardly news to you that air tankers have 
played a major, if unacknowledged role in war for 
some time. The scale and complexity of air operations 
have increased ten fold or more since our day. The 
author had played a significant role in developing 
tanker doctrine as a KC-135 AC,  a KC-135 training 
course developer and a full fledged war planner. He 
was on the tanker control team in 2003 and witnessed 
the initial bombing of Baghdad seated next to General 
Moseley, the air boss. 
    
 Like Forrest Gump, if Mark Hasara wasn’t 
there, it didn't happen.  An avid photographer, he has 
the pictures to prove it. Many are included in the 
book. Each chapter (22 of them) includes an opening 
date, time, place and appropriate quotes and the sort 
of lessons learned at the end. His writing style gives a 
“you are there” quality to each event. The situation 
that sets up the mission(s) described is also included.  
      
 Caution, the text is chock full of military jargon. 
Make a list for reference as you read; it will come in 
handy in later chapters. The book lacks a map, so 
have a Mediterranean mid-east reference handy to 
fully appreciate the difficulty of planning how and 
where to place the tanker orbit patterns. Always re-
member “Nobody Kicks Ass Without Tanker 
Gas” (NKAWTG). That is the  one absolute truth in 
modern air warfare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonus book review... 
Hap Arnold, the General who invented the U.S. Air 
Force, by Bill Venne. How's that for a title. If It’s 

    Henry H "Hap" Arnold was taught to fly by the 
Wright Brothers in 1911. In 1912 Arnold was awarded 
the Mackay Trophy for a “long distance” flight from 
College Park Maryland to Fort Myer Virginia. In 1934, 
he was awarded his second Mackay Trophy for lead-
ing a flight of 10 B-10 Martin Bombers from Washing-
ton D.C to Fairbanks Alaska. Talk about “been there, 
done that”. 
     Prior to WWII, he had gained, lost and then 
regained the confidence of our president, Franklin D 
Roosevelt. He was given an unlimited expense ac-
count in 1938 to start preparing for the coming war. 
Our industry, particularly aircraft expanded to accom-
modate the allies thirst for weapons. The B-17 was 
the apple of the eye for U.S. planners. Arnold hand 
selected a planning staff to define requirements for 
the war to come. General Spaatz was directed to 
build an independent War Plans Division. How many 
targets? How many bombs? What kind? How many 
bombers? How many crews? How much gas? The 
plan they developed proved remarkably accurate. 
    The success of the B-17, the bomber “that 
could always get through” was a gut wrenching diffi-
cult concept to prove in “real” war. The theory of the 
Norden Bomb Sight and “precision daylight bombing” 
did not pan out under actual combat conditions. The 
fighters the Nazi Air Force employed were far ad-
vanced and had little difficulty destroying hundreds of 
our bombers  (Continued on next page) (Continued 
from last page)  and initially outclassed our fighters. In 
late 1943 and 1944, the P-47 and P-51 with the aid of 
drop tanks, were finally able to escort and protect the 
bombers resulting in the destruction of vital Nazi in-
dustry and finally, victory. 
    Arnold’s war was not only against the enemy, 
but equally, he fought the U.S. Army, the U.S. Navy, 
the English, the Russians, the French, the Chinese 
and all comers who would choose to support different 
concepts of how the air war should be fought. Even 
within the U.S. Army Air Corps, there was a constant 
battle between “Fighter” and “Bomber” proponents. 
Some of those same battles rage to this day. 
    For a view, truly from the top, this book is a 
must read. The research is astounding. l was particu-
larly impressed with the production numbers and how 
fast the home front responded to the needs of our 
fighting forces and the ability to keep up replacing the 
horrific losses! 
! 


