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        Guess What?   A Few Interruptions  

 “The best laid plans of mice and men”  are sure to fit our 
scenario here.  Yes, folks,  we have had to regroup.  For those 
of you who had registered for Dover, a notice was sent out  in 
March stating that due to Covid-19 and the fact that Delaware’s 
Governor had shut down his state,  the reunion has been post-
poned until the exact same weekend in May 2021.  
 Thus the new dates are May13-16, 2021 with all the 
same agenda.  Those of you who could not go this year still 
have a chance to attend.  Another form will be sent out in Dec. 
incase you lost yours.      
 Oh, and my trip to Europe had to be redone and is now in 
the books for May 27-July 6, 2021.  Lots of shuffling with that 
agenda.  Anyway,  we are good to go for all the trips next year-
so far.         
 Since the country has been basically shut down for all ac-
tivities outside of the home, I hope that each of you has weath-
ered the “storm” and stayed healthy.  Obviously, we were in that  
zone of high risk due to our ages,  but we are also smart and 
usually do the right thing when rules are applied.  
 I have asked our “columnists” to share what they have 
been doing during this time at home.  So I will start:  made 3 
quilts and a pillow from 90 Royal Crown bags, did oodles of 
1000 piece Jigsaw puzzles on my screened porch, sewed al-
most 200 masks for friends, family and the Womans’ Club, 
cleaned house, and read history books on Civil War and Rogers 
Rangers and  Mosby’s Rangers.       
 Then, there was a little bit of Real Estate transaction in 
Orlando as I bought an upstairs condo for my son and sold his 
downstairs one across the street (same complex).  So moving 
out and in were done conveniently for him as his restaurant and 
orchestra came to a halt and he had time on his hands. 
 So It looks like the TAC Tankers are still in business for 
another year and I will continue the Tales until after Dover’s Re-
union.  Take care of yourselves and wear those Masks.. 

      Natalie 
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President’s Views From Vic-   
 
  Hello again to all TAC Tankers.  

     I should have gone mad by now, sequestered with my wife this long, but after knowing her for 
over 60 years I’ve found that she continues to put up with me. All in all, we’ve been having a good 
time. We try to take a drive each day out to the country or even around town. We hired a team for 
some pool maintenance work and decided this would be a good time to have the house painted al-
so. I play golf once a week and Chris has been sewing masks with several friends for a local hospi-
tal. These masks are not used in the hospital but are given to staff for neighborhood use. 

    Thanks to Lou, I have communicated with a contact at the Dover museum.  I’ll be telling him 
my “Tanker life story” as he is compiling a bunch of our stories for their archives. I recently found 
my roll of 8mm film taken during my KB-50 days. Hopefully it can be transferred to a more mod-
ern format! Time will tell. I’m also going to have my name put on the KB-50 bench at the museum 
and maybe on a few more, as I think that I served on 5 of the displayed aircraft. 

     During these stressful times, I encourage everyone to take a deep breath, pause for thought, call 
a friend or family member and tell them you’re on their side. I believe I accomplish this with a few 
of you on Facebook and this really makes my day. I always enjoy the stuff that I get through me-
dia, or any other way.  

Missing all of you. Adios for now,  Vic 

Vic 

Chaplain’s Chat                       Rev. Ellen Dodd 

 Here it is day whatever of quarantine. We are doing just fine and it’s been an adventure every step of 
the way.  My churches haven’t been able to meet since March 15. We’ve been unable to do the on-line mes-
sages because most of us don’t have reliable Internet service. We’re keeping in touch the old-fashioned way. 
Mail. Yep, real paper, envelope, and stamp mail.  Do you know what? It still works.    
 Besides, I get to try to get the printer to work when I ask it to and then get to talk to the office comput-
er that decided to quit.  Now?  Really?  Oh well!  That’s why we have back-up!     We 
are fortunate to have only a few cases of COVID-19 in our county. We’re hoping to get back to face-to-face 
church by June 28. It will depend on the governor and our Bishop. They are both rather large men, so I’m not 
going to argue more than necessary.  A lady must know her limitations!  And I can’t run nearly as fast as I 
used to.             We’ve adjusted to 
the lockdown here at home. We miss going out to eat with family and friends, but that will come back eventu-
ally. The mask thing is working for us. I go to the grocery store, Wal-Mart, and the bank. Loyd sits in the car. 
The exception is the doctor where we both go in. That gets a few looks.  You see, one of us is adorned by a 
Chicago Cubs face mask and the other is adorned by a St. Louis Cardinals face mask. No, we don’t agree on 
much.  Chicken – white meat vs. dark meat, steak – well done vs. medium rare, Chicago Bears vs. New York 
Jets, Bradley University vs. Illinois State, and so on.      But in this time of a pan-
demic and diversity, we still pull together.  That’s what teams do, don’t they? I hope you are all pulling togeth-
er wherever you are experiencing the quarantine. While we missed our gathering this year, we are looking 
forward to it for next year!  Please take care of yourselves and your families, be kind, and stay well!  ~ God 
Bless! 
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Board Chairman’s  Corner                                                      by Bill Wolford 
 I hope you have all survived the Corona Pandemic.  Shirley and I have been able to do our daily walk-
ing outside and at the supermarket. We have also continued to support our local restaurants by getting take-
outs once in a while.  We are leaving for Kansas City on Friday, the 5th of June for our great grandson's high 
school graduation. He was originally scheduled to graduate on the 16th of May. We were heading there after 
the reunion, but both got rescheduled.  His for 7 June and of course ours for 13 May 2021. I hope we'll all be 
able to make it.   

    We are finally getting some spring weather here in Vermont. Tuesday of last week it was 95 degrees and 
this morning it was 39 degrees, so we're getting a late Spring. We continue to pray for our country against the 
Pandemic and now especially against the lawlessness going on across our country. It is so hard to see the 
wanton destruction and civil disobedience taking place. I hope you will all pray for our country because I 
think God is the only One who can fix this mess.   

   Looking forward to the reopening of everything and a return to normalcy. Have a wonderful summer with 
family and friends, and look forward to our reunion next year.   Bill 

 

Book Review Column      
 By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

With the "stay-at-home orders, I'm focusing on 
productive ideas to cope with the virus, including 
some choice reading.  
   I recall "Wash your hands, keep your fingers 
out of your nose" from my mom. I didn't have to 
wait for CDC's "Guidelines".  Used judiciously, 
they will help slow down the "Corona Kid".  Ex-
treme measures are counter productive.  The 
"Kid" is not Superman. Kryptonite is available in 
many forms just Google "Coping". My formula for 
coping with the current  insanity of this 
"manufactured crisis" includes: 
 
1. Stay in contact (family/friends) Cheer them up. 
Offer any help, you have the capability to deliver. 
 
2. Select news source carefully. Avoid those pre-
senting  doom and gloom. The world has sur-
vived far worse. 
 
3. Get out and exercise. I'm doing a hour a day in 
two 30 minute walks. One  just prior to sunrise 
and one after sunset to avoid the heat. 
 
4. My 5th grade teacher introduced us to 
Rudyard Kipling's "IF" and Abou Ben Adhem's 
encounter with an Angel. Both inspirational works 
WORK. 
 
5. DON'T OVEREAT "post in fridge" You are not 
hungry, just bored. "SHUT THE DOOR". 

6. Escape: Discover/rediscover a book, movie, 
hobby. CREATE channel has terrific programs on 
food, travel, history.  The books on TTANL to 
start.  
 
7. Pick a hero of  aviation, war, MOH Recipient, 
science or medicine. Research and share, partic-
ularly with grand kids. If you don't teach them, 
who will? 
 
8. Ask an AF wife, they know how to handle any 
emergency. When things got tough, we evacuat-
ed the aircraft and left them to work it out. 
 
9.Worthwhile Reading: Charles Kuralt, A Life 
on the Road; David McCullough two picks "The 
Great Bridge",  "Truman"; James Michener your 
choice;  
    Donald L Miller "Masters of the Air". My cur-
rent pick, Dale Harrington's "Mystery Man" the 
biography of Hitler's Key American Agent. William 
Rhodes Davis.  
 An American oil man, he literally provided Hitler 
with enough oil to execute his war plan. Interna-
tional intrigue, high stakes commerce, foreign re-
lations, shuttle diplomacy, and influence pedaling 
were his stock in trade. All well researched, well 
documented and TRUE. An amazing story, it pro-
vides insight for the complex world we live in to-
day.     
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman 

    Like everyone else (hopefully), I'm doing the best I can to stay around the homestead and get things done 
during the "stay-at-home/self-isolate" orders that have been changing on a daily or weekly basis. We are con-
stantly getting recommendations/updates from the California Governor, city Mayors, county Supervisors, 
Health Departments, Hospitals, Doctors, plus every news station on television. Most of us in our age group 
are smart enough and will take all the necessary steps to stay safe, including wearing a mask when we have to 
go out, sanitizing things we touch and washing our hands to keep from getting exposed to and/or spreading 
the Corona virus to others. But there is a large segment of the population that thinks only other people will get 
it and that they can go about their daily business without any worries. That all changes when they lose a loved 
one, a family member or a friend, but then the lesson learned is too late.      

   On the bright side, while here at home, I have been busy adding updates to the TAC Tankers Facebook pag-
es.  Some new pictures from past reunions have been posted along with more KB-29/KB-50 pictures to the 
albums. When I got all that caught up, I answered the "call of the wild" and ventured outdoors to mow the 
back fields, mow and weed-eat all the lawn around the house, trim some trees and then tended to the needs of 
the visiting wildlife. The birdbath gets cleaned and refilled every morning and the seeds in the feeders gets 
replenished. And if I fall behind, the birds don't hesitate letting me know they aren't happy about missing 
breakfast, lunch or dinner. But my reward comes when I am sitting out on the patio and all the whistles, 
chirps and sounds they make cancels out the noise and clears the mind. 

   Everyone stay safe and stay well. We have faced other challenges and we will get through this one also. 

 

Obits of Members 
Rodger Hall Running (Life Member 429th) passed away peacefully in the University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center on April, 16, 2020, following a fall and subsequent fractured hip sur-
gery.  Born in Fargo, North Dakota on April 19, 1932, he was just three days shy of his 88th 
birthday. Following his graduation from Northwestern University, Rodger spent 13 years as a 
pilot in the active and reserve U.S. Air Force.  Upon release from active duty he joined the 
product management group of the Maxwell House Division of General Foods. He later accept-
ed a position as General Manager of Cheeseborough-Ponds, Ltd. (Japan).  Following a successful five years in 
Japan, he immigrated to Canada where he became a Burger King franchisee.   Thirty years later, he called for-
mer J. Walter Thompson colleague Sara Ridgeway and asked her to lunch. Lunch became dinner, then a trip to 
Canada, and 30 years after their meeting, they were married in Jackson, MS in 1999. Due to the Corona virus, 
a memorial service will be planned later in the year.   

Mrs. Bobbye Jo (Parrish) Blake, resident of Cherry Valley, Arkansas, departed this life on 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020, at Regional One Medical Center in Memphis, Tennessee. She was 
born in Tennessee on Friday, May 31, 1935. She attended Messick High School and studied at 
Memphis State University where she met her future husband, Thomas “Tom” Chester Blake, Jr. 
They were united in marriage on December 26, 1955, and began their military life in the Air 
Force, stationed in Japan for five years, where their daughters were born, and in Germany for 
three years. Bobbye was a wife, mother, companion, friend, teacher, and businesswoman. 

Bobbye was preceded in death by her loving husband of 55 years, Col. Thomas C. Blake, Jr. (Life Member 
421st, 429th, 4505th) in 2011. Funeral services were held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 23, 2020, in the 
Thompson-Wilson Funeral Home Chapel in Wynne, Arkansas. Interment will be in the Arkansas State Veter-
ans Cemetery at Birdeye. 

 


