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    Getting Close to the Finish Line  
 First off, my apologies for the confusion to some out there 
for not changing the dates on the new Registration form next to 
the events.  On the first page of the December issue, I did list 
the new dates 5/13 thru Sunday 5/16 and check out 5/17.  
That became the problem when calling the 877 - number which is 
the main switch board for Hilton.  Anyway, for those of you who 
have NOT made your reservations, and you paid  for the reunion 
last year, call direct to the hotel at 302-631-1542 .  

 Another matter of business:  The US Coachways Compa-
ny,  our transportation, advised us in a memo, that they will be 
require all passengers to wear masks-so be sure to pack them!   

 Now, in regard to the meal changes:  many of you have 
sent me the additional money for your meal choices per the new 
registration form.  If you did not, I would like to have that all set-
tled BEFORE going to Wilmington. (see below)   

 The list on the right has all the people who have signed 
up and paid for their events, but don't have 
rooms.   

Need rooms: 

Abell            
Arnold           
Boyington   
Campbell         
Clisby-        
Desin    Doh-
ner            Fra-
zier     Gardner                 
Jacobson                      
Margulies 
Mathews    My-
ers       
Sweeney          
Veino         
Ventura   

 

Need Meal Adjustment Checks to be sent 
to me: (B=Beef, S=Salmon)     

Abell-B/S        Ambrose-S/S      Arnold-B/S      
Boyington-B   Campbell-S         Dohner-B/S 
Hansen-B/S   Hoover–B/S         Kruger-S           
Margulies-B/S  Mathews-B/B     Myers-S       
Selfridge-B      Sweeney-B        Tilton-S/S      
Ventura-B/S   Vieno, T-S           

You Paid  $35 per meal.                            
New prices are Chicken (new) $38, Prime Rib 
-$48 and Salmon—$41.             

Send the difference-  Thanks, Cashier Natalie  
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President’s Views From Vic-   
 
 Well, a last reunion. Not long ago a well-known group of aviators held their last reunion. Doolittle’s 
Raiders met for a final time. In April of 1942 they launched 16 B-25s each with 5 souls on board. With the 
losses on the raid and a few more to the completion of the war they were no longer 80 but 61.The group reu-
nited in 1946. After some years of absents they agreed they needed to make a regular event so in 1959 they 
did and the rest is history. In 2013 they were down to 4 and called it quits.  

    At the height of the KB-50 era there were 6 squadrons spanning the globe and at any time requiring 
upwards of 3500 personnel for daily operations.  Combine this with the previous KB-29 operation, more than 
10,000 different airmen over the years required to man the TAC Tanker portion of the first Composite Air 
Strike Force. There were many memorable missions over the course of these years, as we all know from John 
Bessette’s comprehensive oratories.  Thanks John. 

   We should always remember and pay tribute to our family members who sacrificed so much support-
ing each of us. Each of them earned and can proudly wear the TAC Tanker badge of dignity.  

    Through all the hardships and sacrifices we should always take a moment to remember those who are 
no longer with us. In particular we might bow our heads and say a prayer for those who were never able to 
make a reunion, those who perished in one of the tragic accidents as detailed by author Anne Mills Lofgren. 
Thanks Anne for the many accurate accounts of the mission.  

   Our reunions have certainly brought us closer together, fostered new friendships and certainly given 
us hope for the future. A last reunion is not however a door slamming in our faces. I think Facebook and the 
TAC Tankers web site can be a bridge to new communications. When you’re traveling about, get out your yel-
low book and stop for lunch with an old friend. For me there is a currently popular song on the air called 
“Memories”, sung by Adam Levine. Each time I hear it, I reminisce of our times together. May God bless 
each of you and keep you safe.  

 

Board Chairman’s  Corner                                                      by Bill Wolford 
 To all the intrepid and skillful flyers and maintainers of the gallant KB -50 and their 
spouses, I want to thank each of you personally for your dedication to this very unique or-
ganization.  I wasn't able to start at the beginning of the organization as Shirley and I were 
living in Israel at that time.  Soon after our return to the States in 1996 we heard about TAC 
Tankers and got involved through Ted Buck and Dan Weber who were stationed with me in 
the 429th at Langley.   
 We started coming to the reunions and eventually, I became President and then 
Chairman of the Board.  We have had wonderful reunions over all these years spread out 
over all the United States.  From Valley Forge, PA to San Diego, CA and many wonderful 
places in between.  I especially want to single out Natalie Hill for the extraordinary details 
she put into all of these reunions.  I also want to recognize Lou Chapman for keeping all 
the records straight and seeking new members and their faithfulness to all of us at TAC 
Tankers.   
   I have tried over the years not to be too opinionated or too religious, but I really feel 
that our country is heading into a period of social upheaval and I would ask that each one 
of you make this situation a matter of constant prayer.  We love you all and we love these 
United States. Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our last reun-
ion.  God bless you all and safe travel. 
     Bill Wolford     
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman      

 With just a couple of months to go before our final reunion, I've been looking forward to once 
again visiting with the friends I've had the great pleasure of meeting over the years. There will be 
mixed emotions regarding the Dedication of 49 -0389, because it being saved at all almost didn't 
happen. Neglect over the time it was at MacDill almost brought about it being cut up for scrap like an 
F-4 Phantom that they had in their Airpark. But through the efforts of TAC Tankers and the AMC 
Museum staff, it finally got transferred to Dover and restoration has been ongoing since January 
2018.  

 Museum Director John Taylor had sent me CD's of every phase of the move and the work 
progress that has been made, which I have posted in an Album on our Facebook page. If you have 
a Facebook account, type in TAC Tankers. If you don't, then for easy access to all the Reunion Al-
bums, KB-29 and KB-50 photos, Squadron History Albums, albums for 49 -0372 at Tucson, 49-0389 
at Dover and refueling videos, visit the TAC Tankers website (www.tactankers,com) and follow the 
instructions posted there. 

 I recently contacted the Dover Museum when I noticed in the fantastic walk -around video that 
they had posted on both their website and Facebook page that there was a blue bench out front of 
the KB-50. I received seven pictures from Jeff Brown, the Hanger Digest Editor after he went out to 
the museum. All of them are now on Facebook, but the two included photos with this article are the 
reason for my request. The plaque on the bench has the names of the donors who contributed $100 
to support the museums efforts in saving historic airplanes such as ours. Information is on their web-
site https://amcmuseum.org/ with a tab at the top "Support the Museum" if anyone wants to have 
their name or a deceased friends name added. You can also contact me if you need help.  

    I'm looking forward to seeing as many members in Delaware as can make it, considering the 
restraints we have all been under. If you are unable to attend, then stay safe and keep yourself well.  
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 Obits of Members 

 Roy Alvin McClellan, 90, passed away August 14th 2020 of natural causes. Roy was 
born on May 14th, 1930 in Mesa, Arizona.  He graduated from Mesa High School in 1948 
and served a mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Brazil from 
1950 to 1953. He was married to Lenora Lea Enloe on 5 March 1954 in the Mesa Arizona 
Temple. He graduated from Arizona State University and was commissioned an officer in 
the US Air Force. He served 22 years as a Navigator and later as an Intelligence Officer. 
His assignments took him to Texas, California, Utah, Japan, Colorado, Arkansas, Thai-
land, Louisiana, and Nebraska. After retiring he and Lenora came home to Mesa and Roy 
worked as Employment Center Manager for The Mormon Church's local Welfare Office. 
Roy and Lenora are the parents of 7 children, grandparents to 34 and great-grandparents to 84. Services were 
a private family celebration on August 20th with burial at City of Mesa Cemetery. Roy was a TAC Tanker 
Life Member having been with the 421st stationed at Yokota AB Japan.  

     Judith "Judi" Leigh Hanna, age 81, of San Antonio, Texas passed on Wednesday, De-
cember 9th, 2020. "Judi" was born March 24th, 1939 in Sabetha, Kansas. She had attend-
ed the University of Kansas and was the consummate Jay Hawk fan. She was a gourmet 
chef who took pride in preparing exceptional meals for family and friends, a Master Gard-
ner who could grow anything. As a military wife, she could turn a house into a home in a 
few hours. 

   She is survived by John H. Hanna, her husband of 60 years, two daughters, a son, grand 
children and great-grandchildren. A memorial service for Judi was held Saturday, Decem-
ber 12th, 2020 at Colonial Funeral Home, 625 Kitty Hawk Road, Universal City, Texas.  

Alan G Yerger, age 83, of Valley View PA, passed away Saturday, January 30th, 2021 at 
his residence.  He was born on Friday, March 12, 1937, in Pottsville PA, and was a 1955 
graduate of Liberty High School, Bethlehem. He enlisted in the US Air Force in 1956 and 
after attending Tech School at Sheppard AFB TX, he was assigned to the 421st at Yokota 
AB Japan. as a Boom Operator and then as a Reel Operator.  

  Alan was a Life Member of the Tac Tankers Association and a member of American Le-
gion Post 326 Millersburg PA. He is survived by his wife Dolores .J Yerger, to whom he 
was married for 59 years. He is also survived by two sons, a daughter and seven grandchil-
dren. Funeral services were held at the Buffington-Reed Funeral Home, Valley View PA, on February 4th 
2021 with cremation followed.   

Earl Clyde Spohr, 89, of Mount Vernon, Illinois was born January 15th, 1931 in Washing-
ton D.C. and passed away October 17th, 2020 at SSM Health Good Samaritan Hospital. 
After graduating from Eastern High School he enlisted in the United States Air Force, be-
ginning a thirty-one year career. He retired in 1981 as a Chief Master Sergeant and his ca-
reer took him to many places, both in the United States and overseas. He was awarded two 
bronze star medals, two meritorious service medals, three air force commendation medals, 
plus sixteen other awards and decorations.  

  On June 19, 1962 he married Gloria Sue McKinney in Virginia, and she served with him 
throughout his career. She preceded him in death in July 2009. Earl moved to Mount 
Vernon and began serving on various committees, boards, and commissions in National, State, and Local 
Groups. He was also Mayor of Woodlawn IL.  
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  Chaplain’s Chat                   Rev. Ellen Dodd 

 Spring is just around the corner! While shopping at our local Hy-Vee grocery store two 
weeks ago, I watched a robin flying around the produce section. He had cased out the fruits 
and vegetables, settling for the tomatoes on the vine. He had pecked through three of them 
the last I knew. From now on, I’ll know Spring is here when the robins land at Hy-Vee.  The 
mud on the feet of this Labrador puppy (now ten months old) is another gage of how much 
frost is out of the ground. She loves mud and I love her more than I love my floors. The daf-
fodils are peeking out of the flowerbeds slowly and I wonder if this is the year they will not 
get snowed on. Could go either way. I’ll keep you posted.  
 Spring also brings us to the season of Lent. This Holy season peaks with the arrival of 
Easter. The triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the cele-
bration of the empty tomb all touch our hearts and remind us of the sacrifice made for us.  
We know sacrifice is not lost on any Veteran of any branch of service. The love for one’s 
comrades is special.  Remember how special each one of you is. We look forward to our re-
union in Dover and hope to see many of you there. Please know if you are unable to make it, 
we will be thinking of you. We are grateful for your service and are honored to hear the mem-
ories you share. I am so proud to know each and every one of you. God Bless You! 
 

Carol A Monka was born June 27th 1925 and 
passed away in Tucson AZ January 31st 2021. She 
married Charles J. Monka on August 17th 1950 
and traveled with him through his Air Force ca-
reer, with their time with the 421st Air Refueling 
Squadron at Yokota AB Japan’ having special 
memories. Carol and Chuck were among the 
founding members of the TAC Tankers Reunion 
Assn, members of the AF Sgts. Association and 
the Pima Air Museum in Tucson. Services were private.  

Berlina Campbell Henry , known as "Queen Bee" to 
family and friends, was born in Lillington NC January 
12th 1931 along with a twin brother and passed away De-
cember 24th 2020 in Decatur Georgia. She received her 
degree in Education from No.Carolina  A&T State Uni-
versity and taught English classes in Newport News VA 
for several years, followed by Tailoring Classes at Hamp-
ton University.       
 On June 3rd 1961, she became the wife of then 
USAF Captain Eugene Henry who was a 427th KB-50 
pilot at Langley AFB and they soon became the parents of a daughter Cheryl. The families’ next assignment 
was to the 421st AREFS at Yokota AB where Berlina completed courses in Flower Arrangements in Tokyo 
and also received a membership to the Academy of Millinery Design in the US. After Eugene's Air Force re-
tirement, they lived in No. Carolina, New Mexico before settling in Decatur GA. Throughout their travels, 
Berlina was a walking gardener who was always planting seeds everywhere they went. She was the owner and 
wardrobe consultant of Queen Bee's Wardrobe and Accessories for Men and Women in addition to being in-
volved in many community organizations and activities. She leaves behind Eugene, her husband of 59 years 
and their daughter Cheryl. Services were held January 3rd and interment took place January 6th 2021 at the 
Georgia National Cemetery in Canton GA.  
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Book Review Column                     By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

 Here Rests In Honored Glory An American Soldier Known But To God  

   We are all familiar with those words inscribed on the Tomb Of The Unknown Soldier in 
Arlington National Cemetery. We have watched  carefully selected, well-trained, dedicated 
soldiers perform their drill with precision honoring our dead 24/7, rain or shine. The 
first Unknown from WWI was laid to rest November 11, 1921. Who had the honor of se-
lecting that soldier, who were the bearers that carried his body to its final resting 
place? They too were unknown until this book by acclaimed author Patrick K. O'Donnell 
did the painstaking research to not only tell their story, but also, "the rest of the story".  

   "The UNKNOWNS”. The untold story of America's unknown Soldier and WWI's  

   Britain, France and other allies had quickly built proper memorials to their soldiers. 
Here, bureaucrats, both civilian and military dithered, not sure if the public wanted to be 
reminded of the horrors of that war. General Pershing, WWI's U.S. Field Command-
er pointed out there were 2148 unknowns still buried oversea leaving their families without proper closure. 
Congress approved and stroke impaired President Wilson signed the bill just hours before leaving office on 
March 4, 1921. Public Resolution 67 designated Arlington as the place and November 11, 1921 as the date. 
Congress was slow with the funds and the War Department was slow with a plan. Somebody, somewhere, 
took a peek at a calendar! Finally on September Ninth, with barely over with a month to go, orders directing 
that a body buried in France be selected "so as to preclude the remotest possibility of future identification as to 
his name, rank, organization, service, or the battlefield on which he fell". Planning included the selection of 
eight men to perform as Body Bearers with General Pershing making the final selection. They included four 
Medal of Honor recipients and the others who were equally well qualified. A ninth man who would randomly 
select one final casket was also chosen by General Pershing. While he lacked  awards for gallantry, valor or 
heroism, he had been in the thick of the bloodiest campaigns and been wounded multiple times. He truly rep-
resented the under-recognized dogface.                          _______________     

The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family and Defiance During the Blitz by Erik Larson 

  This book offers a glimpse of Winston Churchill during his first year as Britain's Prime Minister.  It started 
March 10 1940, when King George IV invited him to Buckingham Palace and offered him the job.  That day, 
Nazi Germany attacked Holland,  Belgium, and Luxembourg on their way to Paris, and in addition, Italy de-
clared war. Within in weeks, France   had entered a separate armistice. British troops had retreated to Dunkirk 
and were about to be captured.   Britain and France had declared war with Germany when it attacked Poland 
September 1,1939. Italy had joined Germany creating the "Axis" that was to control all of Europe, Africa and 
the Mid East. 

   What a day! What a week! What an amazing year. Churchill, a Giant, arguably THE  GIANT of the century. 
What's left to tell? Who could ask for anything more? This author selected  "Point of View", the eyes and ears 
of family, friends, inner circle advisors, cabinet members, generals,  ambassadors and foreign leaders, both al-
lies and enemy and two people glued to his hip, his secretary and bodyguard.. He scoured diaries, memoirs, 
correspondence, both personal and professional and numerous archives.   He strung their observations on a 
time line of significant events of the day. History, (with a spoon full of sugar) comedy, sex, gossip, bureau-
cratic infighting, violence (often extreme) tragedy, love and romance, it's all there.   At times, perhaps a bit of 
"too much" information.    

   Within days Churchill had chosen a cabinet and created a new post, "Ministry of Aircraft Production" to be 
headed by long time friend Max Aitken aka Lord Beaverbrook, a Canadian millionaire publisher (at that time, 
the largest circulation newspaper in the world). Max loved gossip. That made him a perfect fit with Pamela,  
age 22, (wise far beyond her years) who happened to be Churchill's daughter in law.         (Cont on Pg 7)
(Boyington From Pg 6) Social life and government life were intertwined, particularly at Chequers Court, 
Churchill’s country home forty miles from London. It provided a safe haven, particularly  on moon bright 
nights that enabled nighttime bombing.  

   Many of the quotes in the book began here.  Max ruled with an iron fist and "upset" other ministers with his 
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grab for critical limited resources. Max knew aircraft were the key to survival but offered to resign when the 
infighting became counterproductive. Churchill wisely turned him down. Max dialed it down and aircraft pro-
duction went up.  Churchill vacillated on whether to provide more fighters to France during its final weeks pri-
or to capitulation. Barely enough fighters remained to  provide a narrow margin of victory in the "Battle of 
Britain" in months that followed.  

   Professor Frederick Alexander Lindemann, Churchill's scientific advisor sometimes got it right, others not 
so much. Churchill's confidence kept his "crackpot" ideas alive far too long. Lindemann did back a young 
PHD who headed the study of radio waves. The lad was right, this resulted in the ability to detect and defeat 
Germany's radio beams used to provide accurate navigation and bombing information. Polish refugees provid-
ed Britain with an early German Enigma code scrambling machine, thus enabling Benchley Park code break-
ers to read Germany's "mail". This intel helped win the Battle of the Atlantic (submarine warfare) and provid-
ed targets of opportunity leading  to timely and  precise bombings in Berlin that  embarrassed Hitler, Goring, 
and Goebbels. 

  The French Fleet under the control of the Vichy Government  determined the balance of power in 
the Mediterranean Ocean. Churchill dispatched a fleet to offer terms to the commander at Oran 
on Africa's Coast. When he refused,  Churchill's orders to sink it were enforced resulting in the death of   1247 
French sailors. General de Gaulle was a guest at 10 Downing Street and started to rant.  Wife Clementine 
stopped him dead in his tracks speaking in perfect French. Churchill intervened in  French, saying "You must 
excuse my wife , my General; she speaks French too well." Clementine glaring  at Churchill said "No Win-
ston", then addressing de Gaulle  again in French said "That is not the reason. There are certain things that a 
woman can say to a man that a man cannot say. And I am saying them to you, General de Gaulle." The next 
day de Gaulle sent her a large basket of flowers as an apology. The battle among of Churchill's most painful 
decisions is described in detail. Daughter Mary noted in her diary, "Pappa "is shocked and deeply grieved that 
such action has been necessary." That decision told the world that Britain would never surrender. It had a big 
influence on FDR , Hitler and following events.  

   Churchill believed Germany could be defeated, Only if America joined in the fight. Britain had to fight on 
until that day.  FDR's hands were tied. Isolationists wanted no part of "foreign" wars.   Legislation during the 
30's severely limited any assistance to Britain/France. America never did decide. That decision  was made by 
Japan on Dec 7, 1941. The scales were tipped, just in time.  

 


