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 Alas, More Changes for The TAC Tankers 
 Just when I thought we were all set for next year, we get 
word that our reunion site for May 2021, the Sheraton Wilming-
ton South, has been sold.  The city of New Castle bought it to 
make it a homeless shelter.  Their gain is our loss. 

 So, moving right along, I contacted our friend, Jessica at 
the Wilmington CVB and asked about one of the other hotels we 
visited in 2019.  I have been in contact with Sam Kinnard of the  
Hilton Wilmington/Christiana  and we are set. Their  rates are 
$119 for either king or two doubles.  Call for reservations at 877-
883-0746 and mention TAC Tanker Reunion. It will be Thur. 5/13 
thru Sun. 5/16.  Check out 5/17.     

The list on the right has all the people who have signed up and 
paid for their events. Alert:  Just found out 
that the new hotel doesn’t have the same 
banquet menu and prices, SOOO, please 
make a new choice on the attached form 
and IF YOU sent in $35 just pay the differ-
ence. (Example:  if you select the Salmon at 
$41. Subtract 35 and pay $6).  Then call the 
new hotel for your rooms.  

There were several members who had 
rooms reserved at the Sheraton, but had not 
sent in forms and checks for their events.  
SOOO, if your name is not here you need to 
fill out a form at end of newsletter and get 
that in to me.  Then call for a room. 

 Bless you all and thanks for your pa-
tience in redoing the necessary chores to 
get you to our last big gathering.  I do not 
want to ZOOM this reunion.    

 Have a safe and Happy Holidays. NH
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President’s Views From Vic-   
 
   Well, I thought, what subject would interest a bunch of refueling fools. So, the Dover muse-
um is doing most of their work online by raising money via their annual campaign. A lot if 
their work has slowed but with fewer visitors less field work is at hand. Don’t forget, to sup-
port the museum you can have your name attached to a specific aircraft bench for a nominal 
sum. That money is helping to support the museum. 

   Here at home Chris and I are learning what’s really important to us. Of course we miss see-
ing our children, grandchildren and many other relatives, as all of you are too. Many stores 
have no touch service so many things that we used to do and places that we used to go to are 
now accessible online. By placing an order and picking it up, we manage to survive just as 
well. 

   Like you, we have some friends and relatives who have been infected. Fortunately all have 
recovered. I hope the same is true for all of you. I say a prayer each day for all vets and their 
loved ones. 

   You will read in other articles how we have a different reunion hotel.  Hopefully the 
COVID19 situation improves for our reunion with warmer weather approaching. I wish you all 
good health. 

Adios for now,      Vic 
 

Chaplain’s Chat                    Rev. Ellen Dodd 

 We’ve been staying inside, trying to follow the latest guidelines for fighting COVID-19.  We 
both had it.  I lost my sense of smell and my sense of taste.  Still didn’t make me eat right.  Loyd 
took a harder hit and ended up in ICU for a few days.  He’s home now, a little weak, but home.  We 
seem to add names of friends and family each It’s not winter yet, why is it so cold?!  The trees are 
bare, their leaves are gathered in our fence rows and the ditches.  Just going to let the same guy 
move them that put them there.  There are even snow flurries today serving as a reminder of what is 
to come.  Nothing so thrilling as a good day who have been struck with this virus.  I pray you have 
steered clear of it or have recovered with no lasting effects.  Trying to find the good in this situation 
can be difficult.  I suppose we have learned how happy home can be.  It is nice to sit and visit for a 
change.  We talk on the phone a lot more.  We go for rides and watch the ducks and geese making 
a stop on their way farther south.  I guess I do remember how to cook.  I know the cookie making 
has started and candy can’t be far behind!  Simple things ol’ West Central Illinois Winter.  Well, may-
be when we were younger are now being called ‘special.’  Brings us peace, doesn’t it? 

I sit here in the warmth of my kitchen, a six-month-old Labrador pup at my feet, wind whistling out-
side, wondering how you are.  We haven’t been able to get together in a while, but we will.  I want to 
tell you how thankful I am for each and every one of you.  You are an amazing group.  I wish each of 
you an incredibly happy and blessed Christmas, Hanukkah, or whatever your celebration may be.  
May hope, peace, joy, and love fill your holidays and may all of your wishes come true. 

God Bless ~ Ellen 
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Board Chairman’s  Corner                                                      by Bill Wolford 
     Greetings to all you tanker folks.  Shirley and I had a very quiet Thanksgiving steak 
dinner since we had a turkey dinner the previous weekend.  Our church and St. Mark's Catho-
lic Church up the street got together as usual and sent out over 700 meals.  After this we got 
together with our daughter and son-in-law for a quiet afternoon of fellowship.  Great news 
about next year's reunion.  I'm sure Natalie will have more details in her portion of the news-
letter.  All we have to do now is pray that the government will allow us to return to at least a 
semi-normal life.  We're hoping that you all will have a wonderful Christmas season and we're 
hopeful to have more family here for Christmas.  I know this has been a very trying and diffi-
cult year for us all with many important events have had to be cancelled or rescheduled, but 
we found this time as an opportunity to get closer to God and our history. It was fascinating to 
remember how wonderful this country is, how a small band of pilgrims, 51 people, survived 
that first winter and now number over 30,000,000, which is only 10% of the total population. 
I'm a history buff so I could go on for hours, but just wanted to wish everyone a blessed, 
healthy and happy Christmas and New Year.  Hope to see you at the reunion. 

Bill  

Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman      

     As the end of the year is quickly approaching, I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving Day 
and took the time to remember all the things we have to be thankful for. And with Christmas right around the 
corner, I extend my best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of our members and their 
families for a happy holiday season. Looking back to the beginning of this year, it appeared that we would be 
right on schedule to meet in Delaware and have our final reunion. But then the Corona Virus hit, all our plans 
were put on hold and we didn't have a "Plan B" to fall back on. The Sheraton hotel we had reservations with 
went up for auction and the winning bidder was New Castle County which will be converting it to a homeless 
shelter. But once again, Natalie has been working her magic and we will be staying at the Hilton Wilmington 
Christiana which is 3.6 miles away. The hotel is much easier to get to off of US-95 and has more to offer with 
many restaurants nearby, shopping options at the Christiana Mall and Costco just 2 miles away.  

   Since so much time has to be spent indoors, I have been calling members randomly, seeing how they are do-
ing, and that they are taking all the precautions to stay safe and well. I had called Don and Stella Spalt and 
during our conversation, like member Don Bill who had written four books, found out that Don had written 
four books that were also available on Amazon, ordered them and had some great reading to occupy my eve-
nings. If anyone is interested, contact me and I can give you the titles to both members books. 

   When I had finished my reading, I had to decide what I would do with all the information, articles and pho-
tos I have been accumulating during my two years as Membership Chairman (title conferred on me by Nate 
Hill) and the last ten as Vice President. So to make sure our history of Tactical Refueling will be around for a 
long time and will be available to family members or any others who are interested, there are now eight al-
bums on the TAC Tankers Facebook pages. Each of the six squadrons, the 4505th TRW and the 4505th 
CAMS at Langley will still be updated with flight crew photos, pictures of maintenance personnel and any-
thing else I have. If you do go on Facebook, see pictures that are missing names and you recognize the people 
in them, contact be and I can edit the picture and add names to it. I have also posted a lot of refueling video’s 
that are on the Videos page. 

   Finally to all of you, please do everything you can to stay safe, and hopefully we will all get through these 
difficult times. Like Mr. Spock on Star Trek always said, "Live long and prosper". 
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 Obits of Members 
 Edmund Xavier Loughran, age 84, resident of Fairhope, AL, passed away Sunday, 
September 16, 2018. Edmund was a retired US Air Force Brigadier General. He was an 
Air Force navigator with the 427th at Langley AFB and commercial pilot with over 
30,000 aviation hours.  He is survived by his wife, Patricia "Patsy” Loughran of Fair-
hope; daughter, Sara Lynn Loughran, sons Scott Loughran, Col. Edmund Loughran  
(Commander 752nd SOG RAF Mindenhall).  A Mass of Christian burial was celebrated 
on September 22nd, 2018 at St. Lawrence Catholic Church. 

   Lt. Col. Harvey Patrick Lee Jr. passed away on Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at the age 
of 88. Harvey was born in Honolulu on February 7th, 1932 and after graduating from St. 
Louis High School was able to attend the University of Hawaii at Manoa on a basketball 
scholarship. Harvey was also a member of the Hui Lokahi Academy and the Banyan 
Tree Organization.  

   Upon graduation, Harvey enlisted in the United States Air Force and as a pilot was 
posted at various sites in the United States, Europe, and the Pacific for the next 20 years. 
Harvey was a Life Member of TAC Tankers and was with the 427th, 420th and 431st. 
He survived the crash of his KB-50 in the Bermuda Triangle and tours of duty in Vietnam. In retirement he 
earned a Masters in Educational Administration, worked at the State Legislature, and volunteered with his 
wife Betsy at St. Francis Hospital. He is survived by his wife Betsy Allen Lee, daughter Victoria Lee, son 
Patrick Lee, and daughter Minda Goodman. Services will be held at a later date. 

  John Clayton Hoyle was born September 20, 1933 in Takoma Park, MD and passed 
peacefully June 20th 2020 in Rockville MD. He was predeceased by his wife of 55 
years, Anne E. Hoyle. He attended St. Charles College Seminary in Baltimore and trans-
ferred to Georgetown University where he graduated in 1955. He would later obtain a 
Master’s degree from George Washington University in 1969. After graduating he en-
listed in the United States Air Force as a Navigator/Officer (1955-1960) on the Boeing 
KC-97 Stratofreighter and the Boeing/Hayes KB-50J Superfortress. He served as the 
Secretary of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and supported the Congressional Rela-
tions Office of the Atomic Energy Commission. John was a Life Member of TAC Tank-
ers and flew with the 431st AREFS. Services were held Friday June 26, 2020 followed 
by private Interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 

 Joseph P “Joe” Brosnan was born August 17, 1921 and passed away May 24, 2020 
(98 years old) in Port Charlotte FL with his family present. Joe joined the US Navy, 
served during WWII and married his wife Helga in 1945 (they had recently celebrated 
their 75th wedding Anniversary). Joe later enlisted in the USAAF in 1947, was sta-
tioned at Otis AFB as a Flight Engineer on AWACS C-121's before joining the 427th at 
Robins AFB GA. He retired from the AF in 1965 and was a Air Marshal in New York 
from 1970-1 974, then joined the US Customs Service, working In Washington, DC, 
Baltimore and t hen as Executive Director in Boston MA. He had retired as a M/Sgt.in 
1965 and was a   TAC Tanker Life Member. Cremation was by Johnson-Taylor Funeral 
Home and he was interred at the Sarasota National Cemetery. 
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  Ruby A. Glynn, 94 of Apache Junction, AZ was born Oct, 16th 1925 and passed away Sun-
day, September 20th, 2020 at Hospice of the Valley in Chandler AZ. After 
high school graduation and during WWII, Ruby worked as a welder on the 
LST Landing Crafts. She and her first husband did construction work for 
the Government here in Arizona on the Indian reservations. They also 
started the construction of the London Bridge in Lake Havasu City, AZ but 
could not finish it because of material shortages. She had been a hospital 
volunteer in Tucson, AZ where she accumulated over 15,000 hours. On 
October 10th, 1995 she married Donald Glynn (431st) in Las Vegas NV 
and they were married 25 years. Ruby was a Life Member and a Past Pres-
ident of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary and a member of the 
American Legion. 
   A Celebration of Life was held at the American Legion Post in Apache Junction, AZ the 14th 
of November 2020. 
 

Donald Lee Taylor (M/Sgt. Ret) was born May 25th 1930 and passed away on Septem-
ber 16th 2018 in Jacksonville FL. Funeral services were held at the Hardage-Giddens 
Chapel in Jacksonville. Don was a Life Member of TAC Tankers and had served with the 
431st AREFS at Biggs AFB. 

Robert Harry "Bob" Sturdevant, 86, was born in Ulster Pennsylvania, March 1934 and 
passed away Wednesday, July 22, 2020 at Cedar Ridge Health Campus. 

 He graduated from Athens High School, attended Penn State University where he gradu-
ated (January 1957) with a degree in Agricultural Education and as a member of ROTC, 
was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Air Force. After college Rob-
ert was called to active duty and spent a year and a half as a radar controller before being 
accepted into pilot training. Robert met and married Alethea Gillespie (who was on the 
staff at PSU) in 1955. His pilot training took him and Alethea to New Jersey, Florida, 
Texas and Louisiana. Their son David was born in 1958 while they were in New Jersey; 
and daughter Cheryl in 1961 in Louisiana and Alison in 1971 in Illinois. For the duration 
of his military career he flew KB-50 tankers, for refueling fighter aircraft across the South Pacific (Japan, Oki-
nawa, Wake Island, Philippines, Guam, Iwo Jima, Australia, New Guinea, Formosa, Thailand, Vietnam). After 
eight years in the Air Force and receiving the Able Aeronaut Award twice, Robert was discharged and em-
ployed by American Airlines for the next 29 years, eventually flying DC-10's as Captain R. H. Sturdevant, 
from the South Pacific to Europe. Upon retirement, Robert and Alethea moved to Cynthiana, Ky. which be-
came home for the next 25 years. 

He was preceded in death by his wife of 64 years, Alethea (affectionately called Coogan). A private family 
graveside service was held at a later date in Maysville KY Cemetery. 



6 

Book Review Column       By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

     Let's be thankful. Hopefully, Thanksgiving Day found you, like me, with a lot to be thankful for. Its 
been a tough year and a difficult month, but reflect on the basics in life.  

Having ample food to share with family and friends, and a warm dry place to escape and read are things that 
really count.  

    My current favorite book is "By Honor Bound: Two Navy Seals ---" This factual 
account of extraordinary heroism can transport you to a happier place, so let's continue 
be grateful. The book is sort of a play, presented in three acts. 

    Act I: April 1972 Navy Seal Lt.jg Thomas Norris paddles a small sampan, not once,  

but  twice, into heavily patrolled waters  to rescue two downed airmen. The second 

man rescued was call sign "Bat 21 Bravo", Air Force Navigator Iceal "Gene" Hamble-
ton. That part of the story was recreated in a 1988 movie (part fact, part fiction) star-
ring Gene Hackman and Danny Glover. 

    Act II: October 1972 Navy Seal Petty Officer Mike Thorton along with three South Vietnamese Frogmen is 
part of a five man recon team led by Lt.jg Tom Norris. Their mission is to evaluate enemy strength in the area 
of the DMZ and, if possible, capture and bring back a witness. Things go terribly wrong. The five are separat-
ed and become engaged in a three-hour firefight against 30:1 odds. Lt. Norris is shot through the head and 
Thorton wounded. Then one of the Vietnamese Frogmen rejoins Thorton and says Norris is dead. Thorton 
refuses to abandon his Lt. He travels 500 yards under fire, picks up the body and starts to retreat into the 
ocean. A USN Destroyer, the Macon, provides cover fire with its five inch gun, so close it nearly kills 
them.  After a three-hour swim, the men are aboard a thirty-foot South Vietnamese sampan. Norris is 
then transferred to the USN Destroyer Newport News, helicoptered to Danang AB and air lifted by C-141 to 
Clark Air Base in the Philippines. He undergoes the first of what would become twenty-one surgeries, Mirac-
ulously he recovers, go’s on to become and continues to serve as an FBI agent.  P.O. Thorton is recommended 
for the MOH. President Nixon presented the medal to Thorton with Lt. Norris present. Thorton had stolen 
Norris from the hospital so that he could attend the ceremony and was mildly reprimanded for this action. He 
went on to gain a commission as a Seal and was a founding member of what became "Seal Team SIX" 

   Act III: All this occurred during U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam. All our forces, except the Seals had been 
ordered to leave. The "fog of war" precluded an accurate accounting of what really happened and a "what dif-
ference does it make" attitude prevailed. Upon further review the medal awarded Norris for the April rescue 
was upgraded to the Medal of Honor. On March 4th 1976, President Gerald Ford presents the Medal of 
Honor to Lieutenant Thomas R. Norris, USN (as well as Rear Admiral James B. Stockdale, USN, 
Col. George E. Day, USAF, and posthumously to Capt. Lance P. Sijan, USAF) during an awards cere-
mony in the East Room of the White House. Tom Norris and Mike Thorton collaborated with Dick 
Couch, a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who has served as a Navy SEAL and as a CIA case of-
ficer. An accomplished writer, his non-fiction works include "By Honor Bound" and other stories of 
Seals activities. His intimate knowledge of special ops provided access and makes the book accurate and 
informative. Available on Amazon, new and used and in audible/kindle form. 

    Numerous videotapes are available; just search the key names, MOH ceremony. You will find gold; 
The truth as only they who were there can tell it. 


