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Plenty of Sun, Plenty of Food, Plenty of Good Times
Well, we should all be back home or vacationing elsewhere
taking with us the many good memories of our stay in Sarasota. As
was mentioned in earlier editions, this was the town where I migrated
from New York going into 8th grade and graduated from high school.
In fact, our hotel was the site of the Sarasota High School prom the
evening before the reunion and early attendees to the reunion had a
peek of the kids arriving in their “attire.”
This gathering was also special for me as my oldest daughter,
Robyn and her family who live in Sarasota were in attendance at the
banquet. Yes, she is official as she is my 421st baby born at Yokota in
1964.
Now that we have tucked the agendas into the archives and
Gary, our Treasurer, has all of the receipts in tow, we can begin to
focus on our 2016 adventure to San Diego. This week I contacted the
Holiday Inn Bayside to check on rates, dates and facilities. California
may be a bit pricey, but our Board is looking at possible “helps” such
as free banquet and discounts toward room rates.
Needless to say, there are several perks to this hotel: 24 hour
Free Airport shuttle, free parking , free wi-fi, on site Restaurant (BLS)
and 10 more eateries within walking distance, and a poolside terrace
where we can have our Luau Banquet.
Al Desin dropped me an email with some suggestions for our
agenda: Air & Space Museum in Balboa Park, USS Midway AC Carrier, Old Town, Seaport Village, SD Zoo and the Coronado Hotel.
Hopefully, by the next newsletter we will have more details. At this
point the dates will be Sunday, May 15 through Wed. night, May 18.
For those of you who could
not attend our reunion, but MAYBE
some day will get to Sarasota, just
jot down some of these places we did
and you will enjoy the “Rest of the
Story.”
At right: One of the Florida theme
quilts made for the Banquet and won
by first-timer Gilbert Torres.
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Views From Vic-

The President’s Corner

Wow, Natalie did it again. A great hotel, location and wonderful tours. The hotel staff
couldn’t do more for us. Along with some very nice views from the rooms and in particular the
Hospitality Room (over looking the pool), the Hyatt Regency had it all.
Most importantly the visits with all who attended out weighed the venue, so keep on coming
bringing news of those who can’t. It was special that we had five couples attending their first reunion. Thanks, Lou!
I’m looking forward to next year at San Diego. It’s a huge military city with a lot to offer including great weather. I hope I am not jinxing us. I’m sure Natalie will keep all of us abreast of
that meeting.
Now on to aircraft #389. It was decided by AMC all aircraft on loan to any organization
must be maintained. Those aircraft were recently inspected and work ($$$) was required to be
accomplished. This would had aided our cause except the command paid for this first fix. For
now we’ll just keep the faith.
Adios for now, Vic Ventura

Board Chairman’s Corner
We arrived in Orlando late in the evening and
spent the night there, picked up a car and drove to
Jacksonville the next day for our grandson’s wedding, which was great. We spent that night in Jax
and left after breakfast with the family to drive to Sarasota. Another memorable reunion has come and
gone with awesome times of fellowship and recollections of our TAC Tanker experiences. As always,
Natalie outdid herself with wonderful programs and
eating pleasures. We thought we were on a cruise.
The reunion started with a exploratory dinner
cruise on the inter-coastal waterway where we saw
some fantastic homes along the route and had a delightful buffet meal on the Marina Jack II.
Many of us found an enjoyable little neighborhood restaurant within a short walking distance of the
Hyatt called the Toasted Mango. This way we were
able to get our exercise and enjoy a reasonably
priced breakfast all at once. It seemed as though we
were always eating, from the luncheon on the Bob’s
Circus Train to dinner at O’Leary’s Tiki Bar at the
Harbor Bayfront Park.
The next day was a very fascinating tour at
the Mixon Fruit Farm which also included a tour of
an Exotic Animal Rescue enclosure. That was followed by a lovely outdoor luncheon in a pavilion and
that evening a trip to St. Armand’s Circle with dinner

at the renown Columbia Restaurant. Do you see
where I get the similarity to a cruise?
I’m getting very full just remembering all of
this eating. As if this weren’t enough, the last day,
the day of our grand banquet, of course, we had
lunch at an Amish restaurant, the Der Dutchman,
with a fantastic buffet. Needless to say we ate too
much at both places.
I was very fortunate to be able to have my
sister and brother-in-law from St. Petersburg join us
at our banquet. They were impressed with the banquet, all the great prizes and wonderful fellowship
they witnessed.
I wanted to review the stimulating time we
had at our reunion for those who were unable to
make it there. Please make plans now to join us for
next year’s reunion in San Diego. One of my best
memories at this reunion was having the opportunity
to share old experiences with old friends.
We left Sarasota early the morning after the
banquet to drive back to Orlando and return the rental car and fly home. We got here safely, and right
into our hectic lifestyle. We had choir practice on that
night and a big outdoor church service and mini concert of gospel songs during the Burlington City Marathon which goes right by our church. It included water stations at the entrance of our parking lot.
As always, prayers are with for good health
and safe travel until we meet again. Bill Wolford
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Scenes from The Sarasota Reunion

Hyatt Regency-Reunion Homebase

First Night Dinner Cruise

Big Top Tours Toby the Clown with Natalie

The Ringling Estate Grounds

Mixon Farms-Animal Refuge with
Walt Larimer checking out a python

Loading the Myakka Safari Boat Tour
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column
Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like
home and waking up in your own bed.
For some of us (13 to be exact), the reunion
and trip back over to Orlando became an eleven day
adventure, but something to be remembered. A group
of us had planned an extended Disneyworld trip back
in December to take place after the Sarasota reunion.
There were flight schedules to be worked out
so that our party of nine would arrive on Saturday the
16th fairly close together. Harry and Kathy Hansen
arrived first from Milwaukee WI at 2:00, followed by
Andrew and Barbara Kocak from Hartford CT at
3:00. Clarence and Yaeko Veino and myself arrived
at 4:20 and lastly, Mitch Matsudaira and Pat Selfridge
came in from Seattle WA at 4:30.
I had reserved a 15 passenger van for our
transportation, which we got after everyone had
claimed their luggage. That’s when the fun began.
There were seats for 15 people which meant our suitcases and other bags had to be loaded from the rear
doors, passed over to someone inside and stacked on
the rear seats. Loadmasters would have been proud of
us and the way we managed to get everything neatly
packed in. (The van also helped out with the second
city tour group).
After that, we got everyone on board and
headed out for Sarasota. Pug and Norma Hoover had
flown in on Friday and checked in at the Hyatt on
Saturday. Al and Diane Desin arrived later on Saturday and also made the same two hour trip that we did.
After a very long day including the flights and
driving, we arrived at the Hyatt Regency around
9:00PM. We all got checked in, baggage was unloaded and taken to our rooms, after which we headed out
for a late night meal. We needed nourishment since a
body can’t subsist on peanuts and pretzels.
Remember way back when airlines furnished
a lunch for trips lasting more than 5 hours? It all
seems like so long ago and just a fading memory of
when air travel was fun.
4

by Lou Chapman

From check in/registration on Sunday until
the reunion ended, our time was filled with tours,
meals and time in the Hospitality Room visiting with
old friends and making new ones. Natalie continues
to come up with things that interest everyone and
make each reunion memorable. Sunday evening we
all enjoyed a dinner cruise on the Marina Jack II
which took us around Lido and Bird Key, then under
the Ringling Bridge into North Sarasota Bay. We
passed by homes along the water that were definitely
above my pay grade and as we were returning, the
lights of high-rises in Sarasota lit up the night. This
was a great start to the reunion.
Monday events started with a City Tour outlining the Ringling Bros./Barnum and Bailey circus
history and the impact it had on Sarasota. There were
two people (Bob Collins and Toby Circus Ballantine
aka Toby the Clown) heading the tour. Lunch at
Bob’s Train (in restored Pullman cars with circus and
military memorabilia) followed. Robert “Bob” Horne
owns the train and with his staff does all the cooking.
He was ex-Navy and was really interested in our
group and what we had been involved in.
Later that evening we were bused to
O’Leary’s Tiki Bar and Grill for dining on our own.
As you can tell so far, food was not in short supply
and there was still more meals to come.
Tuesday’s first trip was to Mixon Fruit Farm
(Citrus) for a tour around the grounds, a stop at their
Animal Wildlife Refuge with numerous animals and
reptiles found in Florida, a buffet lunch under the Gazebo with a beautiful Koi pond next to it, followed by
a visit to the Gift shop. There was orange /vanilla ice
cream, fresh juice samples and wine tasting which
many of us enjoyed, and we proved it by bringing
back several bottles to drink later at Shades Of Green
Resort at Disneyworld in Orlando.
For our evening dinner, we went over to St.
Armands Circle on Lido Key to the Columbia Restaurant.
(Continued on page5)

Vice President-Cont. from page 4)
From the comments I heard, everyone had an
enjoyable meal along with glasses of the house specialty Sangria they poured for us. For dessert they
served Flan that made you want to lick the plate just
so nothing was left behind. Yes, it was that good!
Wednesday‘s choices were the Myakka Wildlife Safari tour in the world’s largest covered airboats
and the Ringling Estate tour. Those that chose to go
on the Safari tour got a chance to see alligators, birds
and other animals that inhabit the Myakka State Park
area. The weather cooperated with clear skies which
made for a better experience.
Along with others, I chose the Ringling Estate
tour and thoroughly enjoyed it, especially the Howard
Bros. Big Show circus exhibit. For those who aren’t
aware, the World’s largest miniature circus layout
(over 44,000+ pieces covering 3,800 sq. ft) circles
through the building.
After walking around the lower floor, we took
the elevator to the 2nd floor for an overhead view in
addition to seeing more miniatures, circus posters and
the replica workshop. Every item in the exhibit was
the work of one man, Howard C Tibbals, who spent
about 20 hours a week for over 50 years to complete
it. For anyone who has ever been to a circus and enjoyed it, this place is a must-see.
The rest of the Estate, including the Main
house, the art museum and the gardens was a glimpse
into the past and at the wealth the Ringling family had
but eventually lost. After both tours, everyone met up
at Der Dutchman Amish Restaurant for lunch. This
was again a buffet family style meal, and the choices
from soup to salad, meats and vegetables and their
specialty pies was a challenge to make as everything
looked delicious. But we all managed to tough it out
because we knew about 5 hours later the Farewell
Banquet would begin.
It was set up in the Boathouse at the Hyatt
with amazing views of the Marina. Our Chairman Bill
Wolford greeted everyone and gave an opening pray-
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er before dinner to bless the meal and for our safe return home. After we had enjoyed a great meal, he
read the names of members who had passed away
since the last reunion and asked that we remember
them and keep them in our thoughts and prayers.
Then came the part where Natalie shines. The
door prize drawings with all the “goodies” she makes
every year that have a theme for our reunion location.
Those who won were happy and the rest of us can
look forward to maybe winning next year in San Diego. Finally it was time to retire to our rooms in preparation for the next day’s departure.
After a good breakfast at the Toasted Mango
(many of those attending will remember this place),
we went back to the hotel to say our goodbyes and get
ready for the drive back to Orlando. We had reserved
rooms at Shades Of Green (a DOD/Military Resort
for Active Duty and Retired) for 5 nights so that we
could visit some of the Disneyworld parks and take a
day trip to the Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral. It was well worth the time and cost if you didn’t
mind hot weather, humidity, huge crowds there for
Memorial Day weekend and lines. But when all was
said and done, the “Old kids” had a good time and
can now scratch that off the Bucket List.
My next job will be getting the reunion pictures up on the website. The time will depend on how
soon I receive photo CD’s from those who took pictures there. If anyone of you that attended have some
to share, please get them to me ASAP. And for anyone who would like to view pictures from past reunions on the TAC Tanker website
(www.tactankers.com), the user name is ta mem-

ers and the password is

gasser.

the tankers would interfere with fighter departures.”

TTA Historian’s
Corner June 2015

These words do not indicate the reason for the
launch. Had an error been committed somewhere up the command chain, and a launch had
been ordered? Or was it a deliberate test only of
During the TAC Tanker May 2015 reunion I reour ability to respond?
ceived some more comments on our missions
I have asked people who might have known, but
and activities during this Crisis from our atso far no confirmation one way or another. Can
tendees. One relates to memories of an
anyone recall this incident? Was this launch only
“operational launch” of KB-50s from (at least)
at McCoy, or did the MacDill-based KBs also
McCoy.
Memories vary; my memory tells me the follow- launch? How soon after launch did the tankers
receive the word to return to base? Please let
ing: It was on or slightly after 27 October,
when the alert posture had been relaxed enough me know your memories about this.
to allow a few crews each day not to have to
stand alert by their aircraft from pre-dawn to early afternoon. I recall that it was late morning. My
crew was off-duty, and several of us were about
to enter the McCoy BX when we heard the familiar roar of KBs on takeoff. Sure enough, we
could see them taking off.
Fearing that war had started and the KBs were
headed to their ARCPs (Air Refueling Control
Points), we immediately headed for our command post. There we were told that they had
been launched in error and had been recalled.
We never did hear any more about this launch.
429th at McCoy, Oct 62. From top left: LuxuriThe only mention of this in the unit histories is in ous limo service from quarters to aircraft, F-100s
the 4505th AREFW history for this period.
before dispersal, Hildebrand crew on alert, FThe Wing comment first notes that, if the fighter 105s after dispersal.
bombers were to “go to war,” their tankers would
have to launch earlier in order for them to be on
station before the receivers would get there for
4505th CAMS and Corrosion Control
refueling “top-off” before proceeding to target.
At the May 2014 reunion in Valley Forge, Bob
This required 15 tanker crews. The comment
Schleihs brought me a copy of the February
then continues:
1963 issue of TAC Attack, TAC’s monthly flying
“…The effectiveness of the tanker reacsafety magazine. It featured an article called
tion capability was dramatically illustrated on one “Corrosive Challenge,” by Major Jesse Trent,
occasion when TAC directed the immediate
maintenance supervisor of the 4505th CAMS.
launch of KB-50s. All tankers were airborne in
He describes the corrosion problems that faced
far less time than was allotted, a worthwhile
the KB-50 units and the response the CAMS dedemonstration for those who voiced concern that vised.
(continued on page 7)
KB-50s and the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis:
Thoughts & a Question
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(Historian –Continued from page 6)
Rather than wait for outside help, the CAMS decided to tackle the problem on its own and assigned TSgt James C. Lilly and A2c Hillery M.
Hill to devise ways of discovering where corrosion had taken hold in each airframe and what
could be done to reduce its impact.
After doing the necessary research, they began
treating each aircraft as it could be scheduled.
Some of the most severe conditions were found
and corrected in wing flap sway braces, fuel and
oil plumbing (especially in flap wells), the radar
area, and the bomb bay sections.
Many other areas also were affected, and manning was increased to eight personnel. This job
entailed a lot of effort, especially “wet, handscarring hard work, plus interest and initiative.”
As of late 1962 the program was proceeding
well, and the TAC Inspection Team stated that
the CAMS corrosion control section was the best
they had seen in the Command.
Corrosion was a major problem for all KB-50
units, whether under TAC, USAFE, or PACAF.
KB-50s had long been stationed TDY on islands
like Bermuda, the Azores, Wake, and Hawaii,
where corrosion due to salt air was endemic.
Most airframes had corrosive areas, and this
problem had not been resolved everywhere.

On 14 October 1964 the 421st AREFS (PACAF)
suffered the loss of a KB near Takhli, Thailand.
The immediate causes were engine-related, but
inspections of the aircraft crash remains revealed heavy corrosion in many places.
PACAF decided to ground the 421st’s KBs, except for one-time flights back to Yokota, Japan.
This accident also accelerated the planned inactivation of the 421st, which took place effective
18 February 1965, after the last 421st KBs were
sent to the boneyard.

.4505th CAMS, Summer 62: Engine maintenance on KB-50K 51-460, Corrosion control
team working a KB-50.

Book Review Column By Jim “Pappy” Boyington
If you missed the “Sarasota Circus,” shame on you. Natalie and her co-conspirators once again
served up a delicious feast of fun. Nothing better for the soul than old friends getting together. I appreciate
now, more than ever that TTA members are “MY People.” The circus has special meaning to me, then a ten
year old eager to see my first circus. Both my parents worked at United Aircraft, Dad at Pratt and Whitney
and Mom at Hamilton Standard Propeller. Being unable to go was a huge disappointment. But, truly, fortune smiled upon me that hot July day in 1944. The main Big Top three ring tent with it’s 8700 paid attendees caught fire. Within 10 minutes the tent was gone, taking 168 people, mostly children to their deaths.
Nearly 500 people we injured, 147 of which required hospitalization. Merle Evans, the bandmaster and his
29 players remained at their post like the band on the Titanic, playing to calm the crowd, until forced out by
the heat. Their “Stars and Stripes Forever,” was a circus signal that something is wrong and drew all available workers to the scene. Their heroics war well documented.
This remains Connecticut’s biggest disaster. In 1994, (the 50th Anniversary of the fire) Stewart
O’Nan, then a resident of Hartford , began a six year effort doing an investigative report of the events of that
day. His book “The Circus Fire” was published in 2000. It is meticulously researched (cont. on page 8)
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Circus Fire- (cont. from page 7) covering every detail. O’Nan is renowned for his expertise in
producing fiction and non fiction narrative writing. This is a textbook example of “you were there”
writing. I picked up a copy at the museum gift shop and had to add the title to this issue of the TTA
newsletter.
Another Book Review: “Escape from Corregidor,” by Edgar Whitcomb.
Bob Thomas introduced us to Whitcomb in his “On Celestial Wings.” Refer to December
2014 Issue for background on Ed. If this book were a bust, as a literary work, I would still love it
because raw survival has always been my cup of tea. This account of escape, evasion, recapture,
resistance, escape again and to live to fight another day would be rejected as a work of fiction, too
impossible. The book takes you along on Ed’s journey, each thrilling step, one at a time. However,
this is one of the best written suspense novels ever published, except that it’s all true. Presented in
a straight forward manner, it’s literature in the service of history. Having served at Clark Air Base,
the book filled a huge gap in my knowledge of the opening of WWII, the Battle of Bataan, and the
fall of Corregidor. Gen. Jonathan Wainwright, left holding the bag, abandoned (no ma, no pa, no
Uncle Sam), remains my boyhood hero of those dark days.
This book is a fine example of tight, concise, you were there, prose. There is enough material for a mini-series, several adventures under one cover. Each strains your imagination. How
could Ed possibly make it through to the next event? Like “Perils of Pauline,” you’ll have to read it
to find out. Available at Amazon.com.
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