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      Plans for Going to the Gateway—St. Louis 
          
 By the time you are reading this, TAC Tanker Headquarters personnel 
will be checking out the Millennium Hotel in St. Louis, site of our May 19-22, 
2013 Reunion.  While the hotel contract was done in 2010 to get the rate of 
$99, we have not been in the facility, but have checked it out on the internet 
(look it over) www.millenniumhotels.com/stlouis.  
It is within walking distance to the Gateway 
Arch and the Mississippi River (Dinner Cruise 
anyone?)  We will also be a block from Busch 
Stadium for you baseball fans.  Parking is free 
at the hotel. 

 The hotel has 780 guest rooms, 28 
suites and 3 levels of accommodations to meet 
all our needs.   There is the 28 story North tower 
(photo) with the superior rooms and the “Top of 
the Riverfront” revolving restaurant and the 10 
story South tower with the standard rooms.  For 
more dining there is the Fourth Street Grill open 
for B,. L, and D. plus Martini’s in the lobby 
lounge for the spirits and windows overlooking 
the Arch and the River. 

 Our transportation will be done by    
Gray Lines/Vandalia Bus Lines and the temporary schedule is: 

 Sunday (5/19) Shuttle to Lecledes Landing for Dinner (choice of sev-
eral restaurants-on your own). 

 Monday (5/20) City Tour in the morning  with lunch at the Historic  
Union Station (again choice of restaurants-on your own.)  In the evening we 
will have a Dinner Cruise on the Gateway Arch Riverboat.  

 Tuesday (5/21) Trip to St. Charles, the first Missouri State Capitol, to 
get a city tour and visit the Lewis and Clark Boat House & Nature Center, Vet-
erans Memorial Park and have lunch on the historic Main Street with time to 
browse and shop. In the evening we will dine at one of the restaurants near 
the hotel.         
 Wednesday (5/22)  Plans are to walk or shuttle over to the Gateway 
Arch with a package to see two movies, and the Museum of Westward Ex-
pansion and take the tram ride up through the arch.  There will be plenty of 
time later to explore the downtown area on your own (places that will be 
pointed out on the City Tour from Monday).  In the evening we will have our 
Social Hour and Banquet. 

 So there you have the game plan in a nutshell.  We will share a bit of 
American history with you and enjoy our time together.        Natalie 

St. Louis Sights to See: 

Eads Bridge, Old 

Courthouse, City Gar-

dens, Anheuser-Busch 

Brewery,  Forest Park-

site of 1904 World’s 

Fair, and Basilica   

Cathedral, and many 

types of museums. 
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President’s Corner         by Nate Hill  

Greetings All!  We in the Buckeye State are still do-
ing fine and have a new football coach which we 
kidnapped from Florida and are expecting to do 
great things.   

We survived “The Big Storm” at the end of June 
which left 650,000 homes without power for up to 
10 days; we were only out for 6 days and had noth-
ing other than inconvenience to deal with.  Things 
like being HOT, hungry and looking forward to bet-
ter times.  Thank the Lord these things only happen 
once in a while, we made it OK. The blond is very 
durable; she just did her jigsaw puzzles in the sun 
room while the standing fan ran from the generator 
next door which I refueled every 2.5 hours.  

We are leaving on 31 Aug for 3 weeks going to my 
final Pilot Training Class Reunion in ABQ where we 
had our TAC reunion before Savannah.  Actually, 
they copied it from us!  Relax, we are going to stop 
in St. Louis on the way to check your rooms and 
make certain all the curtains are clean.  If you need 
any special attention just let us know so that we can 
assure it. 

Our trip is going to be long but on the way home 
we will stop by Sycamore GA to inspect the South-
ern Chapter and visit with our friend Bobby Oliver 
who has been dealing with Lou Gehrig’s Disease.  
Please say a few extra prayers for Bobby.  

To date I have received 68 responses accepting the 
changes to our constitution and by-laws.  I assume 
the remainder who received the request to vote ac-
cept the change    or do not care.  Thanks for your 
confidence in the TAC Tanker leadership.  

Natalie and Lou have been working very hard and 
with my supervision (?) are doing an amazing job.  
Lou has the membership well in hand, everyone is 
happy to get him off the phone and Natalie has 
kept me “on the phone”’ since she hates phones.  
The St. Louis gig is in hand; all we will need is reser-
vations.  My Best to you all. 

              The Board Chairman’s Corner                     
   By Bill Wolford 

 From beautiful, green and sunny 

Vermont we have been having some spec-

tacular weather, high 70's and low 80's.  

We have not been hit at all by the terrible 

drought that's hitting the midwest, but 

they are all in our prayers.  Shirley and I 

have been stretched quite thin with family 

responsibilities.  Our son-in-law, Bruce 

Crady had very successful rectal Cancer 

surgery.  However, during surgery he suf-

fered a severe stroke which left him unable 

to speak.  We have been helping our 

daughter and her family and he is now go-

ing through speech therapy and is improv-

ing slowly.  Of course this means he is un-

able to work.   

 On the other hand, Shirley's brother 

was hospitalized the 9th of August and we 

had to go there (Newburgh, NY) to help her 

94 year old mother cope with that situa-

tion.  He is now in a rehab center and we 

brought Shirley's Mom back to Vermont 

with us on the 15th.  We will be returning 

her to Newburgh, NY on Friday the 24 of 

August. We don't know how long we'll have 

to stay there. 

 Now for some good news.  On the 

third day of our Alaskan cruise Shirley fi-

nally started to feel better and has been 

improving steadily since her double bout 

with pneumonia.  God has been faithful in 

all of this, giving us good health for all our 

trips back and forth to New York and the 

hospital here.   

 Just want to encourage all the TAC 

Tanker folks and their families to help get 

out the vote for this election.  Our country 

is really in big trouble as you probably 

know. We are in prayer for you all and 

hope you will keep us in your prayers.  

Sorry that this is so disjointed, but I 

wanted to bring you up to date on what's 

happening with us 

Thought for Today.. 

God determines who walks into your life.  Its up to 
you to decide who you let walk away, who you let 
stay and Refuse to let Go.      
 Vaya Con Dios 

   Dick Hermans, Chaplain 
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Vice President’s  Corner     by Lou Chapman 

 As I mentioned in the 

last issue of the newsletter, 

while at Seattle, new member 

and first time attendee Terry 

Larson presented me with cop-

ies of orders he had kept from 

his time with the 431st at 

Biggs AFB. Several others I talked with also said 

they had things they would copy and mail to me. 

      

 Shortly after arriving back home, I received 

packages containing 431st orders from John Hoyle and 

John Ambrose. All these orders cover the period from 

February 1958 starting at Turner AFB GA, and run 

through January 1965 at Biggs. From these I was 

able to start web searches on new people whose 

names we had not seen before.    

      

 From these orders, I was able to contact Allen 

Ouzts and John Basch. They in turn sent me what 

they had, and as of this writing, we have made 54 

new contacts from the 431st and 6 from the 421st. I’m 

happy to report that John Basch, Allen Ouzts, Tom 

Bursey, Dale Kelley and Bill Reesman from the 431st 

have all joined as Life Members. Our new 431st mem-

bers who joined for 2 years are Pat Hagen, Joseph 

Reppond, Joseph Futral, Larry Hinz, and John 

Rekart. 2 year member Harry McKenna was part of 

the 4505th ARWg Detachment 3 at Lajes. We wel-

come all of you to the TAC Tankers Reunion Associa-

tion and hope to see and meet those who can make it 

to our reunion in St. Louis May 2013. 

     Our website has been updated with a new 

look and we now have a photo gallery with pictures of 

planes from the various squadrons. As I get more pic-

tures from our members, I will get them on the web-

site also. The one I’m most proud of is the row of KB-

50’s at Davis-Monthan in 

1963.  That picture was taken 

by Carl Baumann (Nav 

427th/429th) when he was on 

a crew delivering a plane 

from Langley into storage. He 

took a number of slide photos 

and had them stored away 

until late last year.  

   

 At one of the monthly luncheons of the TAC 

Tankers Northern California Chapter, the subject 

of pictures and slides people had taken and saved 

came up. I told him that in my spare time (Ha! Ha!) I 

would be glad to scan his slides and put them on a CD 

for him. The bonus for me was getting a lot of great 

pictures he had taken at Langley and Lajes, plus the 

ones from the “Boneyard”. So Carl, here’s a delayed 

big “Thank you” for saving and sharing these photos. 

There isn’t a picture like that one anywhere on the 

Internet.  We continue to have an average of 10 visits 

a week to the website, and since the 1st of June there 

have been 12 visitors who signed the guestbook. From 

these postings, I have made new contacts, and some 

of these have resulted in new members.  

      

 Our Deceased Page continues to grow as I 

find records of people who died before TAC Tankers 

started. Even though they were not members, they 

were still involved with the KB-29/KB-50’s and as 

such, should be recognized for their service and con-

tribution to the missions of Tactical Refueling. Others 

on the list had passed away never knowing there is an 

organization that represents that part of their service 

time. When I talk to the widows or other family mem-

bers, the response is often, ”He would loved to have 

known about this group and would have joined. He 

often talked about the friends he made in the Air 

Force and all the places they went.” With permission 

from their family, these names get listed on the De-

ceased page with Date and location. 

 This is for those who haven’t looked at the 

website and read the Guestbook. It was posted in 

June, and anyone who might remember this gentle-

man from any of the bases mentioned, or if you were 

on a crew delivering a KB-50 to Hayes, please contact 

his son and pass along any information or recollec-

tions you have. I’m sure he would be thrilled to hear 

from you.  

     This is the posting.Just found your website. My 
father was John Howard Turner, Tech Rep for Hayes 
Aircraft Corp. He was a Tech Rep on the KB-50 Project 
from it's beginning until the contract was terminated. He 
was the first Tech Rep, the first in the field, the last out, 
and the last KB-50 Tech Rep at the plant in Birmingham, 
AL. He was based at Turner AFB, Biggs AFB, England 
AFB, Langley AFB, and at Yokota AB Japan. I was a 
teenager when the family was at Turner AFB and Biggs 
AFB. I still have Dad's passport, Desk name-plate, and a 
wood model of a KB-50 given to him when he left the 
squadron in Japan.  It was carved by a Japanese artist 
with only a few photos as a guide. I remember many 
stories he told from those days and would love to hear 
from anyone who remembers him. 

John Karl Turner     johnkarlturner68@gmail.com 

Once again for those who may have previously missed 

our website access log-in info. User name is  

tacmenbers and the password is  2011gasser. Happy 

Trails! 
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Life Members                                        

John Basch, Plainfield IN-431     

Thomas J. Bursey, Wichita Falls TX –431  

Lenard D. Kelley, Keller TX-431               

Allen Ouzts, W. Columbia SC-431    

Wm. (Bill) R. Reesman, Austin TX-431                                                 

New Members       

Joseph P. Futral Jr, Powder Springs GA-431 

Patrick Hagen, Hot Springs Village AZ-431 

Larry G. Hinz, Fairmont MN-431         

Harry R. McKenna, Indianapolis IN-4505   

John L. Rekart, Savannah GA –431         

Joseph C. Reppond, Bossier LA-431 

(Guess who got a hold of a 431st Roster??) 

    Letters Received from New Members 

Joseph P. Futral (June 2012)   
 Began Career in 1960 at Biggs AFB in the 
Quality Control Branch maintaining the historical & 
maintenance records for the KB-50J.  To the 354th 
Tac Fighter Wg. Myrtle Beach SC in ‘64 in charge 
of records for the F-100D.  From there I had as-
signments to Aviano AB, Italy; Takhli, Thailand, 
and Robins AFB GA all working with records.      
 Departed the AF in ‘68 to be assistant su-
pervisor of computer Operations at 1st National 
Bank & Trust in Macon GA. Later returning to the 
government services in Atlanta.  In 1994 worked 
with the Automation Resources Mgmt. System until 
June ‘96 when I retired.    
  Married my wife in 1960 and have a son 
and daughter and 3 granddaughters (9, 13,18).  I 
was thinking of the 431st in May then got this call 
from Lou—an answer to a prayer! 

Allen Ouzts (June 2012)      
 After Biggs assigned to Spangdahliem 
Germany with F105 from Mar 63-June 67.  Spent a 
year in Saigon with C-130s then to Offutt AFB with 
the 55th Strat Recon RC-135s until Jul 72.  the last 
base was Robins AFB GA and the 19th Bomb 
Wing with many TDYs.  Retired as a T/Sgt in No-
vember 1977. 

Pat Hagen (June 2012)    
 Retired from the AF in 1980, where I 
worked in Financial Management.  Went back to 
college (U.T. San Antonio) for an Accounting De-
gree.  Worked for AAFES as an Internal Auditor 
and retired in 2004.  Moved to Hot Springs Village 
and am living the “good life” here in AR.  Enjoyed 
seeing names of squadron mates on the web 
page—look forward to meeting some of you at a 
reunion.  Wish we had found each other sooner! 

Joseph C. Reppond (June 2012       
 Worked for Postal Service for about 20 years and re-
tired .  My wife and I own and operate The Book Rack, a used 
paper back book store.  I was in the 431st at Biggs from Janu-
ary 1961 to June 1965.     
          
Larry Hinz (June 2012)       
 My wife Jacquelyne and I have farmed in rural Fair-
mont,  MN since being discharged in 1964.  We also raised 
hogs-farrow to finish.  As of a few years ago, we are no longer 
farming and rented out the farm.  For the last 25 years I have 
been a crop hail  and multi-pearl adjuster for an insurance 
company from Iowa.  We are still located on the family farm 
and at the present time have no plans of moving. 

John L Rekart (June 2012)         
 Discharged from AF in ‘59 and have been employed 
by Monsanto Company for 26+ years with assignments in St 
Louis, New York, and Charlotte NC.  Took early retirement in 
‘86 and moved to Fairfax VA where we lived for 11 years.   
  In ‘97 moved to “The Landings” on Skidaway Island 
outside of Savannah GA.  Enjoy Golf, tennis, fishing etc.  
Great Place!  Enjoying 8 grandchildren and 2 great-grands. 

Harry R. McKenna (July 2012)    
 Born and raised in Indianapolis IN.  Joined the USAF  
in 1958 with basic at Lackland and Supply School at Amarillo.  
Stationed at Luke AFB AZ for 21 mos.  In 61-62 assigned duty 
at Det.3 4505th ARW Lajes , Azores.  Last assignment at 
Pope AFB NC and discharged August 1963.  
 Married with a son and step daughter, two grandsons 
and one granddaughter, one great granddaughter.  Worked in 
the Uniform Rental & Supply Industry for 35 years, retiring 
from Cintas Corp in 2001. 

John C. Basch (July 2012)    
 Retired from Delta Air Lines (40 years) as an ground 
maintenance technician. 

Thomas J. Bursey (July 2012)    
 After the 431st, I went on to other assignments at 
Langley, Turkey, Sunnyvale CA, Thailand, Germany, 
Sheppard and Edwards AFBs.  Ended up spending most of 
my career in AF OSI.  I would like to locate past 431 guys. 

Lenard D. Kelley (July 2012)    
 Married to Kathleen and have 6 children, 13 grandchil-
dren and 2 great grandchildren.  My assignments were at 
431st, Biggs (4/63-3/65), and Osan AB Korea (5/65-5/66).  Out 
of service until May 67, then to 442 MAW, Richards Gebaur 
AFB MO as a C-124C flight Engineer AF Reserves. 
 In May 1971 returned to Active Duty as Flight Engi-
neer C-141A as M/Sgt.  Went to Officers Training School in 
1978 and became Aircraft Maintenance Officer.  Retired from 
active duty in 1989 with 27+ years of accredited service and 
the rank of Captain, Major select.   
 From 89-2002 was manager of flight operations train-
ing for Boeing 757 and 767 aircraft.  Next was supervisor for 
American Airlines aircraft maintenance 2002 until retired in 
2005.  Attend Colleyville Good Shepherd Catholic Church and 
involved with numerous ministries. 
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Historian’s Corner  By John Bessette 

                                          

429th KB-50 and Marine Jets   

 After the terrific TAC Tanker Reunion in Seattle 

in May, I stayed there for another day and did some re-

search in the photo archives of The Museum of Flight, a 

really great aviation museum on former grounds of the 

Boeing Corporation.  We had toured the museum as part 

of our reunion, and it promised to be a useful source of 

info for a couple of projects I am working on.  While nos-

ing through their photo collection, I spent some time look-

ing at material on KB-29s and KB-50s.  They do have 

some “good stuff” on our aircraft, and I was especially 

startled to find a shot of some interest.  This is a photo 

from above, showing a clearly-marked KB-50J (48-063) 

with 429th insignia, refueling three US Marine Corps air-

craft, two FJ-3 fighters from VMFA-312 and an F8U Cru-

sader from VMFA-122.  All three birds were stationed at 

MCAS Beaufort, South Carolina.  The date was not 

marked, but was most likely in 1959 or early 1960, and 

the hookup might have been in the Arctic Bear refueling 

area off the Carolina coast. 

 I know of joint AF-Navy and AF-Marine Corps 

refueling training involving the 421st in the Pacific, a long 

tradition there, and I have photos showing 431st KB-50s 

refueling Navy & Marine Corps recon Crusaders during 

the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.  But I had never seen any 

evidence of the 429th’s involvement in cross-service refuel-

ing.   I joined the 429th in mid-1960, and during my time I 

have no recollection of this sort of activity.  And the unit 

histories do not mention it either.  Does anyone out there 

remember doing this sort of thing with the 429th or 

maybe the 427th?   Any background info would be appreci-

ated. 

 Incidentally, I am trying to get a digital copy of 

this image, and when I do I will share it in the “Tales.”  

It’s a good one! 

Operations Strong Arm and White Cliff           

 Our vice president, Lou Chapman, continues pur-

suing new members for TTA, and he uses old promotion 

orders, TDY orders, etc, to find folks not yet members.  

Then he passes the orders on to me for our archives.  In 

June he mentioned a set of orders from the 431st which 

mentioned “Operation White Cliff.”  What was that? He 

asked me.  I didn’t know, but consulted our library of offi-

cial unit histories.  And there it was.  Here’s the story as I 

have stitched it together: 

 There were two similar exercises in early 1962.  

In Operation Strong Arm the mission was to send a 

squadron of TAC F-100s on deployment to Elmendorf, 

Alaska for Exercise Great Bear with Alaskan Air Com-

mand  (AAC) – in February.  There were 12 KB-50s in-

volved, from at least the 427th, 429th, & 431st.  They oper-

ated out of Fairchild AFB, Washington, enabling the F-

100s to get to Elmendorf.  Part of the exercise involving 

TAC RF-101s had to be canceled because of the tempo-

rary grounding of the KB-50 fleet in mid-February after 

two fatal aircraft accidents (the Tawney & Pallow losses). 

 Then came Operation White Cliff in early April.  

The same basic scenario took place again, this time with 

12 KB-50s working out of Fairchild, and also four out of 

Elmendorf.  The Faichild KBs got the F-100s to Alaska, 

via a refueling over Namao, British Columbia, on 4 April, 

and the Elmendorf tankers refueled fighters during an-

other AAC exercise on 6 and 7 April.  Overall the KBs 

flew 52 sorties.  Mission accomplished! 

 Again I ask: does anyone recall these deploy-

ments and refuelings?  Are there any good stories out 

there that we can retell in these spaces and record for 

posterity?  Please contact me! 

Wake Island – “Record Find” on Wake 

 In the last issue of the “Tanker Tales” I included 

an item about England AFB I had seen in “Still Serving,” 

the Air Force Retired Newsletter in the Washington DC 

area.  It has the title “Wake Island Reports ‘Record Find.’  

For those 421st veterans (and others) who spent a ton of 

time on Wake those many years back, perhaps this may 

be of interest.  Quote: 

“A comprehensive effort is being made to preserve nearly 

9,000 vintage vinyl records found in a former American 

Forces Radio Station on Wake Island.  They will be 

shipped to the American Forces Radio and Television 

Network in Alexandria, Va.  Estimated value of the re-

cords is $100,000-$200,000.  The records were cataloged 

and neatly organized on shelves in a small room on the 

second floor of the Wake Island Airfield base operations 

building.  The door was stenciled with the name of a radio 

station, KEAD.  A “restricted area warning” kept most 

people out of the room since the 1960s.  The station closed 

in the ‘70s with the advent of satellite radio.  Wake Is-

land Airfield is an 1,821-acre atoll located about 2,000 

miles west of Hawaii and 2,000 miles east of Japan.  The 

records will be used to fill any gaps in the American 

Forces Network Museum.  Others will be offered to the 

Library of Congress and the National Archives.” 

 Incredible that these records, which helped enter-

tain our TDY troops these many years ago, still existed in 

that room all these years.  Gad! 

Photo taken by John Hoyle near Wake Island 60-61 
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     If you're a news junkie and over the age of 60, 

you will enjoy "CRONKITE" by Douglas Brinkley,  (no 

relation to David Brinkley). In the words of Edward R. 

Murrow, "and  that’s the way it was" later "borrowed" by 

Cronkite as his closing tag. This   biography of "the most 

trusted man in America" is a remarkable tale. The author 

is a prolific historian with a heavy liberal bent, darling of 

Chris Mathews who in a gushing review in the New York 

Times labeled the effort "majestic" --  "exceptional". I'm 

sure a thrill went up his leg when he read it, as it did 

mine.       

 Brinkley has provided some unvarnished truths, 

such as how Cronkite managed to conceal his own bias 

for so many years. Aside from exposing  the man who con-

tributed to our defeat in Vietnam, when he filed a bogus 

report on the Tet Offensive in 1968, the book is also an 

excellent history of the craft of journalism. It reveals  the 

life and  career of Walter Cronkite who worked hard and 

learned fast from 1935 until his retirement as CBS an-

chor in 1981 and beyond until his death in 2009.   

 At that time, CBS reviewed his career.  Among  

the videos  was some footage of his visit to DaNang and 

the 8th Bomb Squadron. I gave up my backseat in the    

B-57 and our Commander Dan Farr gave Walter a ride 

and an interview. Later, at the club, Walter joined us in a 

friendly game of liar's dice. He didn't do very well and 

gave up his quarters very begrudgingly.  I think, he 

thought we were cheating, otherwise how could   such a 

bunch of low brow military types prevail.       

 The book gives rare insight into the progress of 

news media, from print, to radio, to TV, and to the world   

wide web. Walter Cronkite lived and breathed news. 

From humble beginnings as paper boy, winner of high 

school writing contests, after dropping out of the Univer-

sity of Texas, a  local beat reporter at the Houston Post    

(1935 age 19), United Press International News Service 

(night editor and rewrite man).    

 In 1940, Walter attended flight school, hoping to 

become a pilot.  The eye exam dashed his hopes. He was 

color blind, not only that, but 4-F and exempt from mili-

tary service.  He kept volunteering to be a UPI War Cor-

respondent. In the summer of 1942  Walter  was on his 

way to Great Britain aboard a battleship as UPI's  Atlan-

tic Fleet correspondent. He covered the North African 

Invasion (Operation Torch) in November 1942.    By the 

end of December, Walter was in London, where he met 

Andy Rooney, then a soldier reporter working for the 

Stars and Stripes. They covered the Army Air Force.   

 After two months of interviewing bomber crews 

returning from missions, they wanted to go on a mission 

themselves.  Given the green light by General Ira Eaker 

8th Bomber Command CO, they along with six others 

received a  week’s  training as air crew members. They 

dubbed themselves the "Writing 69th", a play on the title 

of  a  1940 James Cagney Film that depicted New York's 

Fighting 69th of WWI. On 26 February, 1943, the eight 

took off to Wilhelmshaven on of the first daylight preci-

sion bomb missions flown over Germany. Their unofficial 

leader, Bob Post of the New York Times  and the crew he 

flew with did not return. Cronkite's first hand report was 

well received and he had established himself as a pro.    

     Walter was on a bombing mission over the Beach 

on D-Day, but due to cloud cover the bombs were not 

dropped and he was unable to give a “I was there report”.  

In September 1944 Cronkite was covering the Market 

Garden Operation. As UPI reporter attached to the 101st 

assault, he arrived in a Waco G-4 Glider in the company 

of BG McAuliffe and a group of staff officers.  Like most 

of the gliders, it had a very rough landing, with the 

wheels forced up through the floor boards with the air-

craft flipped on its back and split open. Walter Cronkite 

lived and breathed news.    

 He had the uncanny ability to recognize the shift 

from print to radio to TV and prepared himself to take 

maximum advantage of the opportunities that came his 

way. In a very competitive business, he packaged himself, 

endeared himself to W.S. Paley owner and president of 

CBS, displaced Murrow and several highly regarded com-

petitors to rise to the number one spot. He served as CBS 

News Anchor (a term he claimed as his own) from 1961 

until his retirement.  In 1963, he gained the additional 

title of managing editor .He learned to not only report the 

news, but to shape it.    

 First to help the AAF win the war, then to gain 

and maintain viewers and sponsors for CBS and finally to 

spin the news to fit his own vision of the correct policy for 

our nation. His reporting on Vietnam, the political con-

ventions, Watergate, NASA, the Mideast, the environ-

ment and race relations had a big influence on public per-

ception and the direction politicians (with their finger in 

the wind) would follow, instead of leading.   

 Cronkite’s broadcast February 27, 1968 on the 

Tet Offensive titled “Report from Vietnam”  labeled our 

effort a "stalemate",  and further fueled the anti-war ele-

ment.  His closing remarks were hedged , as was his way 

to always leave himself an out.  Lyndon Johnson has been 

quoted as having said “If I’ve lost Cronkite, I’ve lost the 

country”. Several  versions exist, so his actual words have 

been lost to history.       

 General Weyand presented this speech at the 

GEORGE CATLETT MARSHALL MEMORIAL RECEP-

TION AND DINNER for the Association of the United 

States Army Convention, held in Washington, DC on Oc-

tober 18, 2000.    "After Tet, General Westmoreland sent 

Walter Cronkite out to interview me. I was in Command 

of the Forces in the South around Saigon and below and I 

was proud of what we'd done. We had done a good job 

there. So, Walter came down and he spent about an hour 

and a half interviewing me. And when we got done, he 

said, ‘Well , you've got a fine story. But I'm not going to 

use any of it because I've been up to Hue. I've seen the 

thousands of bodies up there in mass graves and I'm de-

termined to do all in my power to bring this war to an end 

as soon as possible.’  Later, when I was in Paris at the 

Peace Talks, it was the most frustrating assignment I 

think I ever had.             (Continued on page 7)     

Book Review      By Jim “Pappy” Boyington
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(Chronkite from page 6) Sitting in that conference,  

week after week listening to the Hanoi negotiators, Le 

Duc Tho and his friends lecture us. Reading from the New 

York Times, the Washington Post, the Herald Tribune, 

the Atlanta Constitution, NBC, CBS, you name it. Their 

message was always the same. "Hey, read your newspa-

pers, listen to your TV. The American people want you 

out of Vietnam. Now, why don't you just go ahead and get 

out?" So finally a Peace Agreement was signed that every-

one knew would be violated and with no recourse or hope 

of enforcement on our part.   

 Cronkite’s fact-finding few days to Vietnam dur-

ing Tet was his "personal opinion" telling his audience 

and or our government what he thought about foreign 

affairs. Sounds a lot like what is going on today with the 

media being more entertainment than news?  It's like 

actors today criticizing American soldiers and Marines. .   

In my opinion, the reaction of the press and the public 

going full bore into an anti-war mode encouraged a de-

feated North Vietnam  to continue fighting for an addi-

tional five years.    

George Rose of  Williams-

burg sent the following     

photos to share:       

Top: Mitch Matsudaira as 

in “Sleepless in  Seattle”     

Middle:  Bruce Kramer, 

George and Pappy Boying-

ton- The B57 Nav Trio  from 

Viet Nam,  at Seattle.               

Bottom: Humme’s Merry 

Men still keep meeting 

(known as the Tidewater 

Chapter of TAC Tankers) 

Don Hiemstra, Gary Myers, 

George Rose, Carel Humme, 

Maylo MacDonald, Don 

Smock, Harvey Margulies, 

and Zee Siekirski. 

  Bits and Obits 
 Word from Bertha Gillaspie,  that her hus-
band Max, Sr. of Yorktown VA had passed away on 
April 20  from ALS, dementia, and Agent Orange.  He 
was cremated and had a military service including 
bagpipes.  Max was a Life member and part of the 
421, 429, and 420th squadrons. 

 Received an email from Life member Gerald 
(Jerry) F. Reed (429) reporting the passing of his wife 
Mary on May 31 after a long bout with congestive 
heart disease and COPD.  She was buried in Arling-
ton Cemetery in July. 

 We have also lost another wife.  Frances  
Williams, wife of TO (429, 421),  died suddenly in 
Virginia on June 14, her 73rd birthday.  She and TO 
had been married for 53 years and they have a son 
Tommy, married to Betsy with 2 grandchildren. (Editor 
Note:  Frances and TO have been close friends since 
our time in Yokota and later in Maxwell AFB AL.  She 
will be missed!!!)  

 A call from Nancy Wadsworth on July 7th 
informed us of the death of her husband Donald L., 
78, who passed away peacefully after a long battle 
with cancer in Abilene. They had been married for 54 
years, having met while at West Virginia Univ. where 
he was in ROTC and the Marching Band.  He is sur-
vived by his 3 children, Tom, Judy and Amy and 7 
grandchildren. Don was in the 427th. 

 Alan F Suter, known as Pete, passed away 
on July 15, 2012 in Austin TX.  He was a member of 
the 427th and 4505th and served in the US Navy prior 
to joining the Air Force.  He suffered with Langerhans 
cell histiocytosis for 46 years.  He is survived by his 
ife Helen of 54 years, two daughters, Val and Karen 
and son Chris, 7 grandchildren and 9 greats and 2 
great-greats. 

 A short note came recently from Mike (Mabel)     
Durant of Hondo TX, informing us that her husband, 
Don (431), had died on July 21, having suffered with 
congestive heart failure for years.  He was buried at 
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio will military honors. 
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  As the Song Goes 

Meet Me In  St    

Louie, Louie !  

Top Left: “Cruising 

Down the River” (the 

Mississippi, of course).  

       

Top Right:  “Take Me 

Out to the Ballgame.”                

(Busch Stadium)          

                    

Lower Left: Lewis & 

Clark Boat House Mu-

seum in  St. Charles. 

Lower Right:  St. 

Louis Art Museum at 

Forest Park, one of 

many buildings from 

the Site of the 1904. 

.World’s Fair. 


