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    Only Two Months Until Showtime in Valley Forge 

 The wheels of progress have been spinning in several strange direc-
tions.  We have had two changes in our agenda regarding restaurants.  First, 
the Kimberton Inn, which was to be a selection for dinner on Sunday night, had 
to be cancelled because the wedding party booked there doubled in size and it 
would be needing the entire floor we were on.    
 However, I had a backup plan and contacted the Seven Stars Inn, 
“The Original Chester County 
Steakhouse,” which  was estab-
lished in 1736.  At that time it 
was called a “public house.”  
  For those of you who 
selected this option the choices 
for entrees are Filet Mignon en 
Brochette, Salmon and Grilled 
Marinated Chicken Breast.  We 
could only chose one desert and 
I picked Carrot Cake (there were  
3 other cakes and Crème Brule.) If you already sent in your yellow form, I will 
keep you with the same type of meat-Pork Chops will become Chicken, unless 
you contact me to change. Sorry about the Apple Crisp and Chocolate Torte. 
          
 The next situation was the Winberies Restaurant.  I went on line to 
check the menu one day and the web site said it was closed.  Panic!!!   But 
then it referred me to the Black Powder Tavern, and guess what?   There was 
the same exact menu, same print, etc.  Obviously, new management. So no 
problem there.  Bon appetite! 

 I just received a Pick-up List from the hotel regarding our reservations 
and 39 rooms are full of TAC Tankers.  If you don’t have your room now, 
please call the number on your Yellow Form and take care of that ASAP.  By 
the way, remember if you are attending the banquet, make sure your check out 
date is for Thursday am 5/29—-or you sleep in the lobby. Not fun…… 

 Some information for you airline flyers:  Lou emailed me some good 
news regarding getting from the airport to the hotel.    
 After arriving and picking up your luggage, go to the Ground Transpor-
tation Desk in the Baggage Claim Area and dial #19.  This will connect the 
passenger to the Tropiano Dispatcher and he/she will instruct you on what to 
do next.  (FYI-The Tropiano Airport Shuttle  tel. No. is 1-800-559-2040 or 
direct at 1-215-616-5370.)  The fare is $29 one way per person or $53 round-
trip.  Cash only……  Lou notes that they use 12 passenger vans and the trip is 
about 35-45 minutes. Address of hotel is Embassy Suites, 888 Chesterbrook 
Blvd., Wayne, PA 19087—for car drivers and their GPS’s.  Travel safe! 

 We are looking forward to seeing everyone once again at our “Family” 
TAC Tanker Reunion in the heart of Colonial America.  The Editor 

  



                      Page 2 

   President’s Corner     By Nate Hill 

Hello Everyone ! !       

I am certainly glad 

that we all made it 

through the winter 

and that I am not in a 

snowbank trying to 

compose this.  

Got a call from General Washington (George) 

and he was very complimentary about the con-

tent of our last newsletter. He is expecting lots 

of you to come see him in May. Our receipts 

here at the Headquarters are looking good too.  

The V-P and I are noticing that with increasing 

frequency our members are beginning to move. 

I guess it’s because the weather is warming. 

The problem is that you are forgetting to tell us 

about the move and we can’t find you. Lou is 

pretty good at getting info from your children, 

but some of them are a little leery about giving 

us the new info. Please help us.  

As time moves on we continue to find ourselves 

caught up in the business of traveling to the 

doctor rather than to the travel agent which is 

a bummer. Just remember that it beats the al-

ternative and like many of you have told me; 

“Gettin’ Old Ain’t For Sissys”. Hang tough 

comrades and know that you are in my 

thoughts quite often! ! 

I know that the following info is “re-run” for 

lots of you, but we are still getting questions 

about how to get into the web site. When you 

are asked for a USER NAME don’t try to fig-

ure it out; just type in “tacmembers” and for 

the PASSWORD use “2011gasser”. Things will 

just pop up after that.  

There is not an entry for our business meeting 

on the yellow form, but it will take place at 

1600hrs when Tour 7 returns from Brandywine 

and it will be brief. We will be electing new of-

ficers so if you are interested in being an officer 

please let me know so that I can add your 

name to the ballot.     

 Regards to you all,   Nate 

The Board Chairman’s Corner  

    By Bill Wolford  
 Calling to all TAC Tankers.  Looking for-

ward to seeing you all in Valley Forge, PA in 

May.  Now that I am an octogenarian, the whole 

world looks different.  Actually I feel just the 

same.        

 We have been having some cold weather 

here in the north country, but not nearly as bad 

as some of you folks in the South.  I believe At-

lanta may have almost as much snow as we do 

(here in Vermont).  We only have 60 inches for 

the year so far.   

 Things in the Wolford household have 

changed dramatically since the middle of Octo-

ber when Shirley’s Mom and  Brother came to 

live with us.  Mom is 95, in great health, but 

becoming slightly senile.  Her brother, 66, has 

numerous medical and mental problems so most 

of our traveling these days is to the doctors or 

hospital.     

 We are still planning to be at the reunion 

and hope to see many of you there.  As we grow 

older, it seems like there are more missing faces 

from the past.  So make an effort to be there 

and enjoy all the great things Natalie has in 

store for us.       

 I ask you to keep us and our family and 

country in prayer. It seems like the present ad-

ministration is out to change our whole way of 

life and not the way many of us would like it. 

 Closing on a happy note ...my 80th birth-

day was a great party with family and friends.  

  God Bless you all,  Bill 
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            Vice President’s  Corner      
   By Lou Chapman 

     The weather! What can possibly be said 
about what so much of the nation has been and 
is experiencing at this time. My hat is off to all of 
you that live in the East, the Midwest, the 
South, the New England area, the West, the 
Southwest and any other part I may have 
missed.      

 Since our members live all around the 
country, at some point in the past several 
months, they have had to endure rain, snow, 
sleet, ice, freezing temperatures, high winds, 
localized floods and here in the West, drought. 
Next up we can expect the tornado and hurri-
cane season. But, considering everything we all 
have faced in the past, this year is just another 
speed bump on the Road of Life.   
 I know that it can be over-whelming hav-
ing to deal with what Mother Nature is currently 
throwing at us, and there are more pressing 
things on everyone's mind, but if it is possible, I 
hope you can attend this years reunion. Proba-
bly like many of you, I have a ROUND TUIT 
and a Bucket List. We need to whittle down the 
list of things we want to do before we lift off on 
that Final Flight. The reunion at Valley Forge is 
on mine, and since I have never been there, I'm 
looking forward to touring the area with the TAC 
Tanker group.       

 

 

 

 

 

 Sadly, since the last newsletter, we have 
lost four more members and three others lost 
their wife. We also have a number of members 
dealing with health issues, so our thoughts and 
prayers go out to all of them. (see obits)   
  We are constantly trying to keep the 
members database up to date, but it only works 
with your help. If you have a home address, 
phone or e-mail address change, please e-mail 
or call Nate or myself so that we are able to 
stay in contact with you.    
 We have also been making necessary 
changes to this years Yellow Book. Some Life 
members who had been taken off the mailing 
list back in 2009 have been added back in. Our 
deceased members names will be removed 
from the book and are posted on the Deceased 
Members page of the website. Using informa-
tion we have, it shows that we have 373 mem-
bers, including 16 Honorary. I am still going 
through copies of orders that were sent to me, 
and the trouble I have is that so many people 
are now using cell phones only. That makes for 
a lot of extra work as I have to try to locate a 
relative and pass along the information about 
TAC Tankers through them.   
 Once more I am asking that anyone who 
has Squadron orders they have saved to please 
either scan and e-mail them to me, or have cop-
ies made and mail them. This is the only way 
we can hope to increase membership. 
 One last reminder to those attending this 
year. If you bring your camera and take photos, 
especially of other attendees at the various 
events, get them to me as soon as possible af-
ter the reunion so that we can get pictures 
posted on the Reunion Archives page on the 
website. This is a way to share our experiences 
with those who are unable to make it. In the 
meantime, I hope everyone stays healthy and 
I'll look forward to seeing you at the reunion. 
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Letters Received from New Members 

John Buzzell (October 2013)   
 June 1962, arrived at England AFB,  LA to join 
the 622nd.  I didn’t anticipate how hot and humid Alexan-
dria would be until I stepped off the train.  I had just com-
pleted  jet engine maintenance training at Amarillo AFB 
TX plus instruction on GE’s J47 engine.  Academically, I 
was prepared.  OJT on the KB50 would prove my worth.  
Our shop under MSgt Ansell Hendricks, was small in 
comparison to the crew  maintaining the 4360 recip en-
gines.  We shared the same building.  
 By ‘62, the J47 had been surpassed by modern 
J57d, 75s and 79s.  The J47 was prone to throw cracked 
turbine blades. Combustion chambers suffered danger-
ous cracks and blown gaskets.  Probably worst of all for 
flight crews     
 When Kennedy was assassinated: I was issued 
a cold weather parka, along with others, before being 
shipped TDY to Elmendorf AFB, AK.  Our KB50s would 
be refueling interceptor aircraft protecting America from 
a USSR air attack. As it turned out, Russia didn’t launch 
an attack, but America wasn’t taking risks. 
 February 1964, months before the 622nd would 
deactivate, I was reassigned to the 439th FMS at Mi-
sawa AFB Japan.  That experience was the most enjoy-
able in my four years in the Air Force.  Near the end of 
my enlistment, I spent 4 months TDY maintaining the 
45th TRS’s RF101Cs at Tan Son Nhut AB in Viet Nam.
 In January 66, I completed my commitment to 
the Air Force having joined as an 18 year old punk.  
Even though I wasn’t a model airman, I left as a respon-
sible adult, thankful to have served.  
 Nine months later I married my high school 
sweetheart Marion and we are still together.  I worked for 
Argonne National Laboratory for about 36 years, first in 
Illinois and then to Idaho with our three daughters. I com-
pleted a BS Degree from U. of Idaho in 1992 with the GI 
Bill and in 2002, retired from Argonne as manager of the 
Engineering Development Lab.   
 Idaho, family and friends provide us with a vigor-
ous retirement, with many activities outdoors and in-
volvement in the community.  We are blessed. 

David Abell (February 2014)   
 My military service was from October 1959 to 
October 1963.  Completing Aircraft Mechanic School in 
May ‘60, I reported to Langley AFB, VA and was as-
signed to the 427th AREFS.  During a TDY to Hickam 
AFB, Hawaii in June that year, I was approached to re-
place the vacated assistant crew chief position under 
crew chief Sgt. Farrell A. Johnson on KB-50K, #51-0454. 
 This proved to be a great career opportunity for 
me as he taught me a lot and we became close friends.  
I eventually became the crew chief when Sgt. Johnson 
was reassigned.  That period of my life and those years 
of service assigned to the AREFS afforded me the op-
portunity to fly all over the world-at the same time, all the 
while, hearing and loving the sound of the powerful R-
4360 reciprocating engines.   
 On April 1, 1963, with the deactivation of the 
427th AREFS, I was reassigned to the 429th and served 
on the same KB-50K until I was honorably discharged on 
October 25, 1963.     
 I returned to St. Mary’s County, MD and my 
hometown of Leonardtown and married Dolly in August 
1964.  Settled into life as a family man and eventually 
went to work for the Dept. Of the Army as a fire control 
technician in the Army National Guard at a Nike-
Hercules Anti-Aircraft Missile Site in Waldorf, Maryland 
(July 64-March 66).    
 Next step, I was hired by the Dept. of the Navy, 
beginning my new career working at Webster Field in St. 
Inigoes, MD in the Automatic Carrier Landing Systems 
Section.  Later I went to the Air Traffic Control Division 
until my retirement in March 2003.   
 My work career consisted of 42.5 years of ser-
vice to my country—37 of which supported the US Navy 
Aircraft Carrier fleet. These positions were Electronics 
Technician and Logistics Management Specialist.
 Dolly and I are proud parents of three educated 
and successful children all living in Maryland and 3 
grandchildren. Our lifestyle remains quite active and we 
are still in Leonardtown, MD.  Looking back on my AF 
years as the best in my life. My love of country was nur-
tured and grew.  Of life’s lessons:  the development of a 
real sense of responsibility and a true work ethic.   

Life Members                    -

Jay Dohner, Myerstown PA-429                 

Joseph Grillo, Charleroi PA-429     

John Hoyle, Potomac MD-431                 

George Kirby, Mercedes TX-431      

Pascual Machica, Mt. Horeb WI-421      

Gerald Peterson, King Hill ID-431    

James Richardson, Kathleen GA-4505CAMS   

New Members         

David F. Abell, Leonardtown MD-427, 429 

John A. Buzzell, Idaho Falls ID-622 

Scenes of   
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Historian’s Corner  By John Bessette          

 

More about the 1963 Sheba 80 Crash 

 TTA members know quite a bit about the 20 Oc-

tober 1963 crash near Bermuda of the 622nd AREFS KB-

50J, call-sign Sheba 80.  Most recently I wrote (in the 

June 2013 Tanker Tales) about the placing of a memorial 

wreath on the underwater wreckage through the efforts 

of Anne Mills, a friend of the aircraft commander, Capt 

John “Curley” Moore.  She has through meticulous re-

search prepared a book about the accident, entitled 

“Sheba 80.”  Although the book has been out for several 

years now, she continues to uncover more material.   

 She has sent me two more pieces for the TTA ar-

chives.  One is the interment record for Curley.  His re-

mains are at Arlington National Cemetery, where he was 

buried five days after the accident, 25 October 1963.  His 

grave is in Section 35, Gravesite 2491, near the Memorial 

Amphitheater.  His widow, Fonda Y. Moore, was to be 

buried at his side, but to date this has not occurred.

 The other paper is the Air Force casualty report 

for SSgt Charles Crigler, the crew chief on KB-50J 48-

117, Sheba 80.  He had apparently been trapped aboard 

the stricken KB-50 and went down with it.  He was im-

mediately declared missing, and nine days later, 29 Octo-

ber, the Air Force declared him officially dead.  His body 

was never found.    

 As related in the June 2013 Tanker Tales, the 

diving company which Anne had commissioned to lay the 

wreath reported back to her when they had done so.  In 

correspondence this past October they stated that they 

had found no evidence of anything at the site related to 

SSgt Crigler, but they 

also said that the 

ocean currents in the 

area would have car-

ried away any evi-

dence long ago.  Never-

theless he probably 

resides, at least in 

spirit, near the re-

mains of his aircraft.

  

 Anne has ar-

ranged another print-

ing of her Sheba 80 

book.  If you would like 

a copy, please contact 

her at the address in 

your latest “Yellow 

Book” of contact info.  

Or reach me and I will 

put you in contact with 

her.    

420th Crew Saves an RB-66 

 Another “save” has been uncovered in our ar-

chives.  On 18 July 1960 Capt Rufus Mewborn (later a 

president of TTA) and crew were airborne when they 

heard an RB-66 near Chelveston, England, declare an 

emergency on Guard channel, stating that it was having 

landing gear trouble and was running low on fuel.  A   

KB-50 on alert at Sculthorpe was dispatched, but Capt 

Mewborn’s crew was already in the air and nearby.  

 His aircraft made an emergency descent to 3,000 

ft altitude, rendezvoused with the RB-66, and passed 

enough fuel to allow the receiver to correct its malfunc-

tion and make a successful landing.  This was just one 

successful incident in a 15-month period dating to mid-

1961 in which the 420th flew 10,000 accident-free hours, 

an accomplishment credited by the commander, Lt Col 

Theodore J Tanner, to its outstanding aircrew and sup-

porting maintenance personnel.  For that accident-free 

feat, the Air Force Commendation Medal was awarded to 

Capt Neil M. Gobrecht, the flying training officer during 

that period. 

O’Leary to the Rescue 

 Another 420th good deed took place in early 1961.  

Two F-100s from the 4th Tactical Fighter Wing at Spang-

dahlem AB, Germany, were over the Mediterranean en-

route to Wheelus AB, Libya, for training.  They were 

bucking some unexpectedly strong headwinds and had 

determined they would soon have to divert to an Italian 

base for refueling.      

 Overhearing their inflight conversation, a KB-50 

crew headed by Capt Joe O’Leary, heading toward Aviano 

AB, Italy, offered their help.  By a “million-to-one shot” 

they discovered that they and the afflicted F-100s were 

within 15 miles of each other, so they were invited to drop 

by and refuel.  About 4,000 lbs of jet fuel each were trans-

ferred, and the F-100s made it to Libya.   

 The “million-to-one” crew consisted of, besides 

Capt O’Leary; Capt Challen Hunt, pilot; 1st Lt Harvey 

Lee, copilot; 1st Lt Charles Albritton, navigator; TSgt 

Phillip Locke, flight engineer; and TSgt Arthur Renfroe 

and SSgt Van Wallace, refueling operators.   

A 420th Not-good Event 

 A sobering reminder that not all events in a unit, 

whatever the service or unit type, are good comes with 

two articles in early 1961 in the European Stars and 

Stripes.  Therein lies the tale of two 420th airmen, already 

serving terms in Great Britain’s Wormwood Scrubs 

prison, who had been sentenced under US military justice 

to seven years hard labor and dishonorably discharged.  

 According to the article, they were sentenced on 

two counts of larceny, desertion, and unlawful entry with 

intent to commit larceny.  Their actions took place at 

their home base, Sculthorpe.  They had pleaded guilty to 

stealing arms from the Sculthorpe armory and the base 

rod-and-gun club.  Their sentences would run concur-

rently with their British five-year sentences.  The review 

by Third Air Force Headquarters in May 1961 reduced 

the AF sentence to four years, also concurrently.  I hope 

these two men have since led better lives, and I have cho-

sen not to include their names in this article. 
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  BEWARE: If  you are not a student of mili-

tary history, having read this book, you may become 

one.  My personal interest has been an uncle, a mem-

ber of the 5th Ranger Battalion that stormed Omaha 

Beach. “Omar N. Bradley:  A Soldier’s Story” was 
originally published in 1951 and later re-issued.  

 Who was this Omar Bradley? To begin with, 

he wound up as Eisenhower’s Commander of all 

U.S. Army Forces fighting WWII in Europe.  Even-

tually, 43 Divisions, comprising four armies,  1st 3rd  

9th and 15th with 1.3 million  troops were under his 

command.       

 If like our current president, you don’t know 

the difference between an Army, a Corps, a corpse , 

and a division, you will.  The excellent maps and 

charts and the text show in detail these relationships. 

Should you dive in, I suggest WWII battlefield maps 

to supplement those in the book. Some of the loca-

tions mentioned in the text are not identified on the 

maps. His personal account of that war is a great 

place to begin to understand  “ What it was all 

about.” The book is dedicated “ To those soldiers 

who most often have wondered why they  were go-

ing where they did. Perhaps this will help answer 

their questions.”  

 Mistakes were made. He dismisses bad deci-

sions as “not my fault”, “against my advice”, or, he 

accepted the nineteen thousand casualties, during the 

Battle of the Bulge, in retrospect, as a sound deci-

sion, he would repeat if he had a “do-over”. While 

young men kill and die under terrible conditions, 

old/middle age men living in relative comfort and 

safety must decide each day if the next day’s objec-

tives might be worth their cost in lives.  

 Every objective has a price, to be paid in full. 

Men must die to take it. Commander’s must strike a 

balance, large short term losses to keep overall the 

cost of the campaign low. 

  He often disagreed with Britain’s General 

Montgomery on the overarching strategy for con-

ducting the war, but was overridden by Eisenhower. 

He was promoted over many senior officers, includ-

ing Patton. A classmate of Eisenhower (West Point 

1915, “ The class the stars fell on.”) by March, 1943 

he held the temporary rank of Lieutenant General 

and succeeded Patton as commander of II Corps in 

Africa in  April. After Sicily, he was assigned to the 

planning staff for the operation that would  become 

OVERLORD, the invasion of France.  Francis Ford 

Cappola’s movie “PATTON” depicts several scenes 

mentioned in the book.  

 Bradley discusses the intricate and complex 

relationships of leadership at high levels.  The chal-

lenges of logistics in keeping several armies in the 

field fed, supplied, re-supplied, refueled and fur-

nished with  personnel to replace casualties. The art 

of intelligence and communications and the value of 

the support of the Navy and Air Arms are discussed. 

Many of examples of  Battlefield Management , the 

critical timing,  to keep the enemy off guard and con-

fused  are revealed.  

 The book does not appear to be overly self 

serving. It tells of the personal relationships, human 

fragilities, heated differences of opinion and nation-

alistic pride that came into play during the decision 

making process. It tells it like it was, warts and all. 

 Beyond the book, Bradley served as the first 

Chairman of the Joint  Chiefs of Staff,  Administra-

tor of the Veteran’s Administration and advised 

President Truman to sack General McArthur.  Quite 

a mover and shaker. The book is a must read for any 

student of  the history of WWII. 

Book Review    

By Jim “Pappy”  Boyington         

At left: Cover’s for 

the first 4 issues of 

this book, plus his 

General’s Life. 

At Right:  The cur-

rent cover of         

“A Soldier’s Life.” 
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      Bits and Obits                         
 Late notice on the passing away last year  of 
Norm L  Kelley, a Life member from the 421st.  All 
we have learned is that it occurred last year and his 
wife Tsurumi will take his cremains to a Sacramento 
cemetery in California from Florida in March. 

 On December 27, 2013, Life member Bob 
Mays, 427th, passed away at St. David’s Hospital in 
Austin TX.  The night before, he felt ill and soon was 
taken to the ER in Fredericksburg and then airlifted 
to ICU at St. David’s.  His wife, Julia noted that a 
memorial service was held on January 11,2014   

 Charles Herbert Pyle Jr., 85, died on Janu-
ary 25, 2014 in Arlington TX.  Herb was born and 
grew up in Missouri, attended the U. of Mo, and 
enlisted in the National Guard.  He joined the USAF 
at the outbreak of the Korean War. He married Ar-
lene in 1954 in Michigan and entered the pilot 
Training program. While assigned to Yokota, Lang-
ley and Sculthorpe he flew KB-50s for 9 years.  He 
retired in 1971 from a variety of assignments and 
moved to Arlington working for GMAC until 1994.  
He is survived by Arlene and their four daughters 
and their families.  

 George Welch’s daughter, Candace, just 
notified us that her father passed away on February 
5th at home.  He was the Deputy Commander of the 
4505 ARW at Langley VA.  He had been doing well 
and planning on moving into an Independent living 
place.  George was a retired Colonel and Life mem-
ber of TAC Tankers. 

 Three of our wives have also sadly passed 
away during the past couple of months.   
 Cathryn Hart Woods, 77, wife of Jim Woods 
for 55 years, died on December 19, 2013 in Texar-
kana, TX. They met when he was in the 622nd in 
Louisiana.  She was active in the Officer’s Wives 
Club and later when settling in North Little Rock AR, 
she worked in the Twin City Bank.  She is survived 
by 4 children, their spouses and 10 grandchildren. 

 John Ambrose’s wife Carol, 72, passed 
away after a short battle with cancer on January 
13, in McMinnville , OR.  She leaves John, 431st, and 
their four children. 

 Barbara Larimer, 80, of Fairborn OH and 
wife of Walker “Walt” Larimer, 420th, passed on 
January 11, 2014, as a result of ALS disease.   
 Originally from Virginia, she married Walt in 
1956 and faithfully supported  him during overseas 
and domestic careers. Surviving are daughter Cath-
erine and family. Their son, Richard preceded her in 
death. A memorial service will be held in April at the 
Fairhaven Church,  Centerville OH. 

          Life  by Elizabeth McCrorie (age 12) 

We were put on this planet                   

To live and to love. 

To cherish the ones in our lives.        

And never let them get hurt…. 

Safety is a priority 

But danger is an outcome.    

Why is it, that we work so very hard? 

For something that will still happen in the 
end….. 

Should we care about our lives, 

Or sit and waste it away. 

“It doesn’t matter, we’re all are going to  

Die someday!” 

These words fill our heads 

With sad confusion. There’s no end 

We get lost with the love 

We want to have. 

There is no conclusion to all this pain. 

But an answer that comes 

Just the same. 

The negative side seems to win, 

But the positive side seems to Glow. 

We are who we choose to be, 

Love everyday like there is no Tomorrow… 

And give to others the joy of like 

So no one will hurt.   

Love, And love will love you back. 

Open your arms to life 

And life will hug you back! 

Don’t be scared! 

Life is still a one time thing! 



                      Page 8 

TAC Tanker Tales 

Volume 15, Issue  3 

March 2014            

 Tactical Tankers Association, Ltd. 

231 King Street                   

Lancaster OH 43130                

Phone: 740-653-3835 

Email:   natehill@tactankers.com       

 natnoles@earthlink.net 

Website: www.tactankers.com 

Here Ye, Hear Ye!! Dinner is being served at 

these many KING OF PRUSSIA eateries during 

the TAC Tanker Reunion May 2014. Come enjoy. 


