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       Fast Forward Three Years and the Three S’s 
  

 Once  our previous newsletter went to press and mailed out, plans for 
the next three reunions came into focus.  For those of you who plan ahead, 
take out your 10 year Planner Books and get ready. As you recall following 
San Antonio’s voting we were set for the next 5 years: Charleston (09), Albu-
querque (10), Savannah (11), Seattle (12) and St. Louis (13).  Two down and 
the 3 S’s to go!       

 Last year we negotiated with the Four Points Sheraton in Savannah for 
a $109 rate (excellent for historic district).  However, when trying to work on 
the details for the Hospitality Room they informed us that THEY would have to 
have a bartender in there to serve THEIR beer and wine at $100 per hour.  No 
brainer!  In the meantime we had met another Sales Manager from the nearby 
Inn at Ellis Square who had dropped her rate from $135 to $89 so we are 
now relocated with our own Hospitality Room and our snacks and beverages. 

 We will have the Old Savannah Tours Company as our transporta-
tion and tour guides.  On tap for the Sunday, May 15-Thursday checkout will 
be a dinner the first night at the Wild Wing Café on Brevard Street-fabulous 
and extensive, but not expensive menu; Monday am trolley tour with on/off 
agenda so you can see what you want and linger until the next trolley comes 
by and  that evening we offer a Ghost Tour with dinner at the Pirates’ House 
Restaurant.   

 On Tuesday we will be transported by luxury coach to the Mighty 8th 
AF Museum in Pooler for tour and buffet lunch.  In the evening we will shuttle 
to the pier for a Riverboat Dinner Cruise. Our Wednesday itinerary includes 
a tour of Tybee Island, the Lighthouse and Fort Jackson.  The final night 
Banquet will be provided by the Paul Kennedy Catering Co.   The hotel does 
not have a restaurant, but does have a free breakfast buffet each morning.  All 
this will be on the Registration Form coming with the next newsletter. 

 Now for the next two S’s:  In March we flew to Seattle to check out the 
area and find a hotel we liked.  With the help of Mitch Matsudaira and the Re-
union Friendly ConFam, we decided on a few tours/activities we wanted to 
include and a hotel that met our approval.  However, upon talking turkey with 
its Sales Personnel realized that $159 would not cut it.  Remembering the 
name of another hotel in the downtown district being used by another military 
planner we met at the ConFam, we contacted the Renaissance and got a 
wonderful deal with all the amenities we wanted at the rate of $109.  The only 
catch (which I think we can all live with) are the dates of Sun. May 27-Wed. 
May 30 (Memorial Day Weekend). Pencil in that date and remember, it is an 
even number year and thus a Business Meeting and MEMORIAL Service! 

 While hot on the trail of great deals, we began checking out places in 
St. Louis and got a wonderful proposal from the Millennium Hotel (to pg.4) 
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Vice President’s  Corner by Lou Chapman 

 I have spent the past few days deciding what 

to write for this edition of the newsletter. Then it 

dawned on me that I may have had the distinction of 

being the shortest time-serving officer in the TAC 

Tanker organization. Therefore, this article may ap-

ply to any of you who have made the same mistake I 

did recently, ignoring what my body was telling me.    

 The story goes back to the 7th of July, when 

after being slowly worn down by my wife and ordered 

by Nate Hill (Lt. Col. retired, he informed me, there-

fore out-ranking me), I gave in and went to see my 

doctor. For several weeks prior, I had experienced 

shortness of breath and a tightness in my chest that I 

attributed to overwork outdoors.  

 Putting what I had learned about Diagnostic 

Medicine to use after having watched the medical 

series "House" for several years, I was sure I had 

come up with a acceptable answer to what caused my 

discomfort. Mistake number one.    On that same 

July day as I sat in a examination room, I found out I 

might have been a bit off in my self diagnosis. After 

less than 10 minutes, my doctor informed me that he 

wanted me to go to the local hospital Emergency 

Room. Even at this time I was not overly concerned 

as I had always enjoyed good health. I drove to the 

hospital, where I was promptly hooked up to an EKG, 

a blood pressure monitor and had various tests done. 

At one point, I looked up at the monitor and noticed 

that the pressure reading was 203 over another high 

number. Still, I felt there was no cause for alarm.

 After 6 hours there, a Doctors assistant came 

in and informed me that I would be staying the night 

so that a Cardiologist could talk to me the next day 

and  run a few more tests. Since this was not in my 

plans, I graciously declined their offer and told her I 

would visit my doctor the following day. She then told 

me that I may be on the verge of a heart attack, if 

indeed I had not already had one. Still, I was not 

worried and signed a release form from the hospital. 

 Mistake number two.   After driving home 

and giving my wife a condensed version of what I had 

been through, while leaving out the heart attack 

part, I put this behind me. Mistake number three. I 

had a scheduled appointment with my doctor the fol-

lowing Monday at 10:30 which I never made, because 

early that morning I had an episode that literally 

brought me to my knees. Thinking ahead, I did take 

the time to pack a bag in case I might not be coming 

home right away. After my wife called the doctor, she 

was told to take me straight to the Emergency Room. 

That's when it hit me, that perhaps I should have taken 

things more serious.    

 Nitro patches, Nitro pills, IV blood thinners, 

EKG, CAT scan and blood tests for the next 5 hours, 

followed by the announcement that I would be trans-

ported to Sacramento to a hospital that dealt with heart 

patients. Two hours later, I was laying on a table in a 

Cath Lab having a stent inserted to open a nearly com-

pletely closed artery. I was released the following day 

and was able to return home to resume what I now hope 

will be a more healthy and longer life. But just in case, 

do we have any volunteers for the job of Vice President 

of Membership. We will be accepting applications to 

keep on file.      

 On a brighter note, we have been able to get the 

Reunion Archives photos finished (2007 thru 2010) and 

sent to our webmaster. She informed me that all the 

pictures should be posted sometime this week. If anyone 

has other pictures they would like to share and see on 

our website, contact me so I can get the names of those 

who are in them. 

President Corner   by Nate Hill 

 Summer is drawing to a close and due to the 
tragedies TAC Tankers have had I am glad. As 
noted elsewhere in the Newsletter we have lost sev-
eral members, some folks we knew well, a proud 
graduate of West Point and two wives. That is al-
most a grief overload for me. While I am on the sub-
ject, this is not going to get any better or any easier 
so please guys, help me by notifying me when we 
lose a loved one. Our friends don’t need to suffer 
these losses alone; we want to let them know we 
care.  

 We have made several people happy through 
the efforts of our new Vice-President. Lou found 
more folks who didn’t know about us and they de-

cided to become life members and we are very glad 
to have them. Keep your eyes open for old orders. 
Lou is not tough to please; a handful of old orders 
and he is happy for a week! !  

 Before we mail another Tanker Tales we are 
going to have a major election opportunity. Please; 
don’t miss your trip to the voting booth. There are 
evil forces afoot that would like to see you stay 
home and have someone else cast a vote in favor of 
some things that disturb us greatly. We spent our 
time defending our freedom and our right to vote so 
LETS DO IT. 

 Till next issue I will be thinking about you 
all and praying for our country. God Bless America! 
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Letters Received from New Members (a bit behind) 

Dennis E. Finkhouse, No. Miami FL (January 2010) 
 From 1957-1960, I served as an aircraft perform-
ance engineer in RB50s at W. Palm Beach and Turner AFB 
GA.  My engineer AFSC was cancelled with the demise of 
the B-36, so I reverted to my first AFSC as a Navigator, 
serving in that capacity from ‘60-’64 then transferred to 
James Connally TX and Mather AFB.  Stayed in California 
until ‘68.        
 Left the military to fly with Transmeridian Airlines 
until 1973, in England.  Since then I had a business trans-
porting mobile homes throughout Europe until 1982 when I 
returned to Miami.  My wife Brenda and I rented out and 
sold mobile homes until 1999.  We purchased two apart-
ment buildings and ran the business up to 2004, sold them 
and fully retired.  Since then we have traveled extensively by 
air, sea and motor home.     

Frederick S. Cook, Young America MN (February 2010) 
 Discharged in 62 and moved to Grand Rapids 
MI.1964-General supervisor at General Motors Central 
Foundry, 1970 attended college for three years, then Grad 
School and finally Seminary in Ft. Wayne IN.  Served 
churches in Nebraska and Minnesota retiring in 1985 due to 
rheumatoid arthritis.  My wife and I raised 8 children and 
have 14 grands, 3 greats.  Enjoying art and family.  

George W. Wright, Austin TX (February 2010) 
 Cross trained from 432 Field to 305  Field in 1963.  
Stayed in computer maintenance until retirement and Sie-
mens decided four young men could do my job and made 
me an offer I couldn’t refuse in 1996.  The AF sent me to 
Austin TX in ‘69 and have been here since. 

Ronald R. Hoffman, Las Animas CO (April 2010)  
 I have been farming and ranching the past 46 
years.  We own an insurance agency that my wife ran for 
the past 27 years.  Getting ready to retire one of these days.  
We have raised 3 beautiful kids and have 9 grandkids and 
one great grandchild. 

Harold G. Schryver, Shannon IL (May 2010) 
 Married for 45 years and have two sons, John –48 
and Jeff-43.  Retired from Micro Switch Division of Honey-
well after 39 years. 

Barry M. Manley, Signal Mtn. TN (June 2010) 
 Was Training and Safety Manager for Nissan /Kai-
ser/Rockwell.  Now semi-retired and own a magic shop in 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Keith Maynard, Warner Robins GA (June 2010) 
 Served in many commands.  Retired July 1980, 
went on Robins AFB Civil  Service working F-15 overhaul 
and recovery until 1993.  My health failed and I was forced 
to retire medically.  Since then just trying to survive and 
have some quality of life. 

Alvan R. Tisdale, Webb City MO (June 2010) 
 Retired at Chanute AFB April 1973.  Managed a 
salvage yard for 17 years up to 1994.  since then we have 
spent our time between Webb City and Grand Lake OK 
where we have a vacation home. 

Douglas C. Herring, Madison AL (June 2010)  
 I was at Langley in the 429th as a reel operator for 
only a year (9/62-10/63), when our planes were deactivated.  
I  with several other ROs plus some form the reel mainte-
nance shop were transferred to MacDill FL for the buildup of 
a new F4C  fighter squadron.  I have a 40 year career in 
computer maintenance and am retired from the Madison AL 
Board of Education. 

John R. Hitchcock, Mequon WI (July 2010)  
  I retired 3 years ago at 65.  My 2 brothers and I 
formed an importing company in ‘84 with offices in China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Germany, Sydney Australia and here in 
our hometown of Milwaukee.  We supply only engineered 
products from local manufacturers in the above countries to 
users here state side.  Business has been good.  
 I retired partially because of heart valve problems 
with one repaired and one replaced in 2007.  I’m doing great 
now!  My wife and I enjoy traveling, working in the home 
flower gardens and each other.    
 I think about my Air Force days from 60-64  all the 
time.  I was a reel operator in the 429th on the KB50J.  
Spent lots of time in the Azores and Bermuda.  After they 
deactivated the 50’s, I had enough time left so I was re-
trained as a loadmaster on the C130B’s out of Langley VA 
as well.  The 130s got me all over the world.  I left the AF in 
64 just prior to Viet Nam.  

Joseph E. Talley, Jr, Hollywood MD (August 2010)  
 Was Aircraft Radio repairman from 1962-63 with 
the 4505th CAMS, 463rd (63-65), NASA at Langley (67-75), 
and Civil Service with the Navy at Patuxent River MD (77-
2004, when I retired.  Now I enjoy ham radio, grandkids and 
driving a fire truck. 

( Editor’s Note:  sorry to take so long to get these all in, but  
we had oodles of copy in March and oodles of photos in 
June.  Hopefully we are all caught up.  Thanks, guys!) 

Membership Report                            

                             by Lou Chapman                                                     

New Life Members              

Tex Arnold, Parker CO-429.           

**Charles Jackson, FPO (Greece)-427                                                        

*Bill Nabors, Dayton TX-427, 431. 

New Members*                                         

Douglas C. Herring, Madison AL-429          

John R. Hitchcock, Mequon WI-429             

Pascual Machica, Mt. Horeb WI-421   

Joseph E.. Talley, Jr, Hollywood MD-4505 



                      Page 4 

      The Board Chairman’s Corner       

   By Bill Wolford 

  Dear Fellow Tankers:   

 We have had a wonderful summer, with many 
activities and family get-togethers, but in mid-August 
Shirley and I traveled to Florida because of the death of 
my middle sister.  This really brought home for me the 
fact that we are all getting older and that each time we 
can get together is very important. 

 I really want to encourage you all to plan for 
the next reunion in Savannah, GA next May.  We’d like 
to get a great turnout.  Natalie has many wonderful 
things lined up for us and it is always a joy to share old 
times with old and new friends. 

 The Board is requesting input for any changes 
you would like to see in our organization.  I think we’re 
doing a great job, but there’s always room for improve-
ment.  Please let any of the Board members know if 
you have any suggestions. 

 Since we will not have another newsletter be-
fore the national elections.  I really want to encourage 
each and everyone of you and your friends and families 
to get out and vote.  This may be one of the most im-
portant elections in our lifetime.  Please continue to 
pray for our great nation and each other. 

 I feel that what we did in the fifties and sixties, 
though not widely recognized, was truly the backbone 
of global airpower.  We can all be proud that we were a 
part of this important work.  The leaves are beginning 
to turn, global warming not withstanding, and it will 
soon be Fall.  I want to wish each of you a Happy Fall 
Season.             Bill 

          Bits and Obits 

 We have had quite a bit of input for this column 
since our last newsletter. Members, both active and 
non, a son and two wives are no longer with us. 

 Retired Col. Warren “Rufe” Mewborn of the 
429th and 420th died suddenly of heart problems in 
June.  He was a past President of TAC Tankers and the 
author and producer of our famous CD about the men 
and missions of the KB-50 during the 50s and 60s.  He 
also left his mark on the beautiful memorial which was 
dedicated at the USAF Museum at Wright-Patterson 
AFB.  Rufe is survived by his wife Rita and three chil-
dren. 

 Another leader in our group, Bob “Cleck” Cleck-
ler passed away on June 15, 2010 and a service was 
held at the Prattville Memory Gardens in Alabama.  
Cleck was a driving force of the 622nd outfit and lined 
up their yearly  reunions usually in the southern 
states.  His daughter, Pam, noted that his health be-
gan to fail after the 622nd Reunion’s Memorial Service 
in Florida. 

 Lou Chapman sent us an obit notice for Retired 
CM/Sgt Leslie “Barney” Barnett, 76 of Altus who passed 
away a result of a vehicular accident on Tuesday, June 
23, 2009.  He was with the 427th at Robins between 
1956 to 1959 and then transferred to the 427 at Lang-
ley until June 1963. 

 Dick Hermans shared the sad news that Jim 
and Elaine Holbrook (420, 429, 431 and 4505) lost 
their son Capt. Jason Holbrook, 28, in Afghanistan, on 
July 29, 2010. Jason was a 2004 West Point graduate, 
paratrooper, Ranger and Green Beret and was 
awarded the Purple Heart in ‘07 during Iraq.  He was 
buried with full Military Honors in Burnet TX with over 
600 people in attendance at the funeral.  The family 
has set up a Jason Holbrook Scholarship at the First 
State Bank of Burnet, PO Box 10, Burnet, TX 78611and 
TAC Tankers has contributed $100. 

 Walt Larimer emailed us about the passing of a 
fellow navigator from the 420th, Harvey Hallman, 83.  
Although he was not a TAC Tanker member, he did 
help Walt with various facts about refueling incidents 
and TDYs during the late ‘50s.  Much of this informa-
tion has been “used in a few of the stories I wrote for 
the Tales,” said Larimer. 

 Two of our devoted spouses have also passed 
away this summer.  Liz Gardner, 77, Fred’s wife of 55 
years, lost her 16 year battle with cancer on June 14, 
2010.  They were married at the Sugar Land Presbyte-
rian Church in Texas where her Memorial Services 
were held.  They raised two sons and a daughter, and 
have 4 grandchildren.  Al Courtney in turn also lost his 
wife, Bebe, 78, on July 23, 2010 in Homestead, Florida.  

Three Ss (cont. from pg.1) in St. Louis right next to 
the Gateway on the Mississippi River with wonderful 
views from the revolving restaurant, Top of the River-
front.  Our dates are set for Sunday, May 19, 2013 
through Wednesday’s Banquet on the 22nd.  The 
rates will be $99 with 15.49% tax.   We have comp 
parking and  we will be able to bring in our goodies for 
the Hospitality Room. So there you have it for the next 
three years in all their glory and we sincerely hope 
that each of you will make an effort to get to all 3 or at 
least one.  

NOTICE : Our Vice-Pres has come up with a new basket 
of pictures and sent them to the lady who maintains our 
web site. There are about 200 new pics so if you haven’t 
seen your mug on the www.tactankers.com web site, 
check out the new pics. BTW, you had to attend to get 
your picture put up.  Click on Reunion Archives and 
then click on “Also Visit - Mini Reunion.  
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        Historian’s Corner       By John Bessette      
By 

 

  

Two Requests for Crash Info 

In the last two months we have answered queries from 

relatives of two of our comrades who died in KB-50 air-

craft accidents. 

The first one was from the niece of refueling operator 

A2C Ignacio W. Sanchez, who was killed when a 622nd 

AREFS KB-50, 49-366, commanded by 1st Lt Kenneth 

Hall, crashed on takeoff on 22 January 1959 at Eng-

land AFB, Louisiana.  His aircraft, the third of five, 

was responding to a task as part of an Operational 

Readiness Inspection (ORI).  The Air Force Accident 

Report noted that the aircraft crashed, exploded, and 

burned about two miles beyond the takeoff runway.  

None of the six crew survived.  The Report also stated 

that a ground observer observed fire in #3 engine, and 

heard numerous backfires as the KB-50 took off.  A 

later report noted that two of the reciprocating engines 

had failed and evidence of backfiring had taken place 

in all four recips.  No primary cause could be estab-

lished.  After the niece received these reports, plus an 

extract from the 622nd squadron history honoring the 

crew, she expressed her gratitude and that of the rest  

of A2C Sanchez’s surviving relatives. 

The second was from the son of Capt Robert Corbin, 

the commander of the 420th AREFS KB-50 49-317, 

which crashed on 13 August 1958 near St. Vith, Bel-

gium, killing all ten crew and passengers aboard.  Nei-

ther the Accident Report nor anything else we have 

could shed any light on the cause of this accident, but 

the family has been pleased at the contribution sent in 

by Walt Larimer, who was in the 420th at the time and 

wrote about the high regard he and the rest of the 

squadron had for Capt Corbin as a pilot and aircraft 

commander. 

So I believe we have helped some of our own with our 

answers to these requests, and stand ready to help oth-

ers.  If anyone in TTA at present can add anything to 

either of these narratives, please pass your info to me, 

and I’ll get it to the relatives concerned. 

Tip Tow Project MX-1016 

Back in the late 1940s and early 1950s the Air Force 

was desperate to find a way to have fighters able to 

escort SAC bombers all the way to their intercontinen-

tal targets, as they had done in World War 2.  Several 

schemes were tried out before the SAC escort fighter 

role was discarded and aerial refueling was established 

as the means to get  tactical fighters around the world.  

One of the more unusual methods to have escort fight-

ers along with the bombers was tested under the name 
of “Project Tip Tow.” 

The Tip Tow aircraft consisted of a specially modified 

EB-29A mother ship (serial number 44-62093) and two 

EF-84B “children” (serial numbers 46-641 and 46-661) 

(see illustration).  A number of flights were under-

taken, with several successful cycles of attachment and 

detachment, using first one, and then two F-84s. The 

pilots of the F-84s maintained manual control when 

attached, with roll axis maintained by elevator move-

ment rather than aileron movement. Engines on the F-

84s were shut down in order to save fuel during the 

"tow" by the mother ship, and in-flight engine restarts 

were successfully accomplished. Wing flexibility of the 

B-29 as well as wing-tip vortices were concerns, and 

the mechanisms for attachment required modifica-

tions. The first hookup of both F-84s with the B-29 oc-

curred on the 10th flight on 15 September 1950. 

The longest flight with all connected was on 20 October 

1950, and lasted for 2hr 40min. All of these flights 

were accomplished with manual control of the F-84 

aircraft. 

Republic Aviation Corporation received an additional 

contract to continue the experiments by incorporating 

an automatic flight control system. Meanwhile, as the 

modifications proceeded, additional test flights were 

made, including night flights. The automatic flight con-

trol modifications were ready for testing in March 

1953, and a number of hookups were made with only 

one or the other of the F-84s while attempting to sort 

continuing electrical issues. On 24 April 1953, the left-

hand F-84 hooked up and the automatic system was 

activated. The F-84 immediately flopped over onto the 

wing of the B-29, and both crashed with loss of all on 

board.  Thus ended Project Tip Tow.  Other wingtip 

experiments, using a special JRB-36 and two RF-84Fs 

testing long-range reconnaissance ideas, took place in 

1955, but the wingtip-connection idea soon was 

scrapped. 
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Book Review       By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

If you thought Wonder Woman was one Tough Cookie, let me 
introduce you to a most wondrous  woman.  A portion of her life 
and personality were portrayed in the 1983 epic film “The Right 
Stuff” adapted from Tom Wolfe's best selling novel of the same 
name. The film documented that part of Pancho Barnes life (as 
far as the history of early Space Flight goes) - Born 1902, there 
was a lot more to Florence Lantine Lowe  than “friend of” the 
test pilots who took us into the jet age and supersonic flight. 

All this and more is available for $24.95 at Amazon.com on a 
DVD “The Legend of Pancho Barnes” A documentary film pro-
duced and written by Nick Spark and directed by Amanda Pope. 

Featuring interviews with test pilots Bob Cardenas, Bob Hoover 

and Chuck Yeager, astronaut Buzz Aldrin, and biographers Bar-

bara Schultz and Lauren Kessler. Narrated by Tom Skerritt with 

Kathy Bates as the voice of Pancho Barnes  

In her own right, she was as much a “pioneer” of flight as any of 
them. They would be the first to tell you. She formed “The Asso-
ciated Motion Picture Pilots' (AMPP)”, and holds the distinction 
of being Lockheed's first female test pilot. A visit to the Happy 
Bottom Riding Club was by invitation only. Pancho made a last-
ing impression on all newcomers. 

Chuck Yeager;  she was “generous” as proven by how she gave 
the military’s (low paid) pilots freebies and charged the high 
rollers enough to cover the difference. She was “tough as nails” 
and “knew a lot about flying” “would often use a four letter 
word instead  five letter word”. 

Bob Hoover, Yeager’s back up and chase pilot, later North 
American’s Premier Test Pilot described her as looking “like she 
had just pulled 9 Gs” the first time he met her (she was not wear-
ing a top). Once after a drinking session, Pancho asked Hoover 
“Why are you still only a 1st Lt? Later that night, she called 
Tooey Spaatz Chief of Staff of the newly formed USAF and 
gave him a piece of her mind. Hoover thought his career was 
over. 

Robert  Cardenas:  Principle test pilot of the  B-49 Flying Wing 
(Glen Edwards, Edwards AFB namesake succeeded Cardenas 
and was killed testing the plane). Cardenas  flew the dangerous 
plane down Pennsylvania Avenue at the request of President 
Truman. Cardenas, mission commander and B-29 pilot for the 
X-1 project. commented “She really was a pilot, and a damned 
good one“. 

Buzz Aldrin, Apollo 11 Astronaut, second man on the moon 
called Pancho a “brazen woman” in a  complimentary tone and 
noted she had been a Locked test pilot for the Vega, the first 
plane he had flown. 

Young Florence was introduced to heavier than air flight in Los 

Angeles in 1910 by her grandfather Thaddeus S. C. Lowe, 
(arguably the father of the air force). He had long been a balloon 
pioneer and served in the Civil War at the request of President 
Lincoln going aloft to report troop movement at numerous bat-
tles.  Her enthusiasm  for flight was born and never diminished. 

Born into a wealthy Pasadena family, her mother had plans for 
Florence’s  future as debutante,  her marriage, and her becoming 
a mother. A very rebellious child, she was sent to a convent. The 
nuns could not tame the drinking, cussing, carousing, teenager. 
Her mother arranged a marriage with the Reverend Barnes, a 
handsome eligible bachelor in 1921. In 1922, a son was born but 
otherwise the marriage was a failure. When her mother died in 
1927, Florence had a nervous breakdown. She ( disguised as a 
man)  booked passage as a crew hand on a banana boat headed 
for Mexico. After the learning the boat was running guns for the 
revolution then in progress, she left the ship at the first port in 
Mexico and joined a group of Mexican Rebels. Four months 
later, having left as Florence, she returned as “Pancho“. 

Upon return to San Marino  in the Spring of 1928, while driving 
her cousin Dean Barnes to flying lessons, Pancho decided to 
learn to fly. She soloed after just six hours of formal instruction. 
She brought friends along for rides and began "buzzing" her hus-
band's Sunday morning congregation for the fun of it.  She hired 
photographer George Hurrell (later MGM’s portrait photogra-
pher) to take her picture for the application for a pilots certifi-
cate. Orville Wright was not particularly enthusiastic about sign-
ing on female pilots, but Pancho dressed in male pilots garb 
slipped by and he signed her license.  At this time in aviation 
history, Barnes was one of only two dozen aviatrixes in the 
United States, a contemporary of Amelia Earhart, for whom she 
did not have a high regard, considered Earhart  a weak pilot. 

Her passion for aviation took off, and she ran an ad-hoc barn-
storming show and competed in air races. Despite a crash in the 
1929 Women's Air Derby, Pancho returned in 1930 under the 
sponsorship of the Union Oil Company to win the race dubbed 
the Powder Puff Derby by humorist Will Rogers  and later to 
break Amelia Earhart's world women's speed record with a speed 
of 196.19 mph (315.7 km/h). Barnes broke this record in a 
Travel Air Model R, known as the "Mystery Ship" due the the 
high level of secrecy maintained during it’s manufacture.  It was 
the fastest ship, then available to the public. She had purchased 
the aircraft for $13,000 after seeing it perform at the Cleveland 
Air Races in 1929.  

Pancho had introduced  Ramón Novarro to her friend, George 
Harrell. Ramon, who has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame 
on Hollywood Boulevard  achieved his greatest success in Ben-
Hur,in 1925 and was  considered one of the great romantic lead 
actors (second only to John Gilbert) of his day. Novarro ap-
peared with Norma Shearer in The Student Prince in Old Heidel-
berg (1927) and appeared with Joan Crawford in Across to Sin-
gapore in 1928. He made his first talking film, starring as a sing-
ing French soldier, in Devil-May-Care (1929). Novarro starred 
with Greta Garbo in Mata Hari in 1932 and was a qualified suc-
cess opposite Myrna Loy in The Barbarian (1933). At the peak 
of his success in the late 1920s and early 1930s, he was earning 
more than US$100,000 per film. He invested some of his income 
in real estate. His Hollywood Hills residence is one of the more 
renowned designs (1927) by architect Lloyd Wright.[5] Self de-
scribed as a “not very pretty girl“ many (if not all) of the stun-
ning portraits of Pancho shown in the DVD most likely were 
taken by George Harrell. (Continued on page 7 
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KC-X Program Decision May Be Snake-Bit Again By Walt Larimer, 420 AREFS Navigator 

 Three different contractor teams are now competing to win the Air force’s  contract for 179   KC-135                         

tanker replacements worth an estimated $35 billion.   The three  teams are Boeing Aircraft  Company, the Euro-                  

pean Aerospace Defense and Space Com pany  (EADS/North America), and US Aerospace Inc./Antonov (Ukraine).                   

The proposals for each team’s entry were due at Building 570, Wright- Patterson AFB, OH by   2:00 PM EST on                 

July 9, 2010.  The messenger delivering the proposal prepared by  US Aerospace Inc/Antonov  arrived at the                            

W-P gate at 1:30 PM, but was denied entry and told to wait for  USAF personnel from the Source Selection Act-                      

ivity.  As a result, the  SSA stamped the Antonov proposal  received at 2:05 PM and ruled  that the “proposal                       

was late and by law we are not allowed to consider it.”  Consequently, the Source Selection Activity is now evaluating only the 

KC-X proposals submitted by  Boeing and EADS North America. 

 On August 2, 2010, US Aerospace/Antonov filed a protest with the General Accounting Office, Washington DC citing 

unreasonable conduct by the USAF.  US Aerospace/Antonov also filed a statement on August 4, 2010 with the US Securities 

Exchange Commission stating “Our proposal was hand delivered before 1:30 PM, more than half an hour before the 2:00 PM 

deadline.  Air Force personnel initially denied the messenger entry to the base, then gate incorrect directions to 1755 Elev-

enth Street, Bldg 570, and finally instructed the messenger to wait where he was for AF personnel to come and get him.  He 

at all times complied with the instruction of AF personnel from the time he arrived at the installation until the proposal was 

taken at the program building.  Although the proposal was arbitrarily marked received at 2:05 PM, it was under Air force 

control well before the deadline.” 

 The GAO’s original due date for completion of their investigation, determination, and findings for the Au Aero-

space/Antonov protest was November 10, 2010-just two days before the Air Force’s scheduled November 12 downselect be-

tween Boeing, offering a modified 767, and EADS, offering an A330 variant.  A few days into the protest, the Air Force re-

quested the GAO to use “express option procedures” (allowable under GAO regulations) that was subsequently approved by 

the GAO.  The revised completion date for the GAO’s evaluation decision is now October 6, 2010 in advance of the Air Force’s 

November 12 downselect. 

 If the GAO rules in favor of the Air Force, a downselect decision could be made on November 12.  However, if the 

GAO rukles in favor of US Aerospace/Antonov, the Source Selection Activity will be obliged to properly evaluate the Antonov 

proposal and compare its pros and cons with those of the other two contractor team proposals.  If this additional proposal 

evaluation is required, the final downselect decision would most likely not occur until Feb. or March 2011 at best. 

 Air Force officials and local area representatives of the KC-X contractor teams have declined to answer questions 

from media sources and the general public about the protest and its likely outcome. 

Pappy- (from pg 6)   Having been introduced to Hollywood insiders, 
Pancho began flying for the movies. During the making of “Hells An-
gels”  she complained to Hughes that stunt pilots were grossly under-
paid. Hughes shrugged her off with a curt “forget it, I’m not going to 
do it”.  She then formed “The Associated Motion Picture Pilots' UN-
ION (AMPP)” (later resulting in their pay being increased five fold). 
Paul Manz, one of the all time great movie stunt pilots ( killed in 1965 
during the filming of “Flight of the Phoenix”) was not immediately 
welcomed into the union because of anti-Semitism of some members. 
Pancho plainly stated “No Paul, no union”. Problem solved. 

She formed a club called the “Short Snorters”, a collection of  test pi-
lots. A genuine party animal herself, if ever there was one, she hosted 
unrestrained  Parties (with a capital “P”) for them and the Hollywood 
elite in her home. All this during the height of prohibition. The depres-
sion took most of Poncho’s wealth. She had purchased an apartment 
and housed and fed her friends. 

By 1935, Pancho had only her apartment in Hollywood left. She al-
ready had sold the Travelair to Paul Manz. The apartment sold in  
March, 1935 and she bought 80 acres of land in the Mojave Desert, 
near the Rogers dry lake bed and the nascent Muroc Field, then referred 
to as March Field because it was an adjunct property of March Army 
Air Base at this time. Pancho had noted the property while test flying 
the Lockheed Vega over  the desert.          

The Rancho Oro Verde had a swimming pool, a rodeo stadium, and its 
own FAA-licensed airstrip, the first amenity Barnes created upon estab-
lishment of the Club in 1935 to stay in touch with her aviator friendly 
social circle from her old Southern California stomping grounds across 

the San Gabriel Mountains. Visiting civilians and military men alike 
flew into the strip to stay at the Rancho Oro Verde, and Pancho often 
held events to ensure that her guests were entertained.  A friend dubbed 
the ranch  the Happy Bottom Riding Club and it stuck. The big appeal 
was that “What happened at the  “HBRC stayed at the Happy Bottom 
Club” at a time when scandal could ruin a career. During the golden 
age of test flight, Pancho’s ranch was the only watering spot within 50 
miles. The world’s finest  test pilots gathered there to swap tales. 

When a new general took over the base, he made it clear he was no 
friend of Pancho’s. The government wanted to claim the property under 
Eminent Domain in a bid to expand the base. The general claimed there 
was hanky panky in the form of prostitution going on. Pancho sued him 
for slander. A puke Lt testified he had been serviced while drunk at the 
ranch, but could not remember the name of the lady in question. Pan-
cho lost the slander suit due to lack of evidence, but later was awarded 
$377,500 for her property in the land dispute. The original offer was for 
the land, with no consideration for the value of a going enterprise. Dur-
ing all this, a suspicious fire destroyed the property. Pancho never fully 
recovered from this setback, but she gave it a good try. Pancho was 
scheduled to be the keynote speaker at the Antelope Valley Aero Mu-
seum's annual "Barnstormers Reunion" on April 5, 1975. She had a 
good excuse, she had died that week.  

Her Happy Bottom Riding Club site is today the location for the annual 

Edwards Air Force Base Pancho Barnes Day celebration (established 
in 1980). A barbeque is held and drinks are served, along with 
dancing and live music to honor the remembrance of this aviation 
pioneer and friend. . . way into the night, just like in the old days 
when Pancho was there with her many friends. 
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Onward to Savannah and some of the sights we will see:  Our Trolley Tour Company (they also have big buses for 
our trip to  8th AF Museum); Ships of the Seas Museum  near our hotel;  Old Fort Jackson;  Tybee Island Light 
House; The Mighty Eight Air Force Museum and our Riverboat Dinner Cruise outing. 


